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SPIRIT of PRAYER: 


OR, A 


DISCOURSE. 


WHEREIN 
The Nature ot Payer is Opened, 
the Kinds of Prayer are Handled, and 
the Right Manner of Praying Diſco- 
ver'd: Several Caſes about this Duty 
are Reſolved, From 


EPH. 6. 18. Praying Alwayes with all Prayer 
and Supplication 1 in the Spirit, and Watching 
thereunto with all Perſeverance, and Suppli- 
cation for All Saints, 


Unto which i iS Added, 


Gift of Prayer; 


nor Secret Duty diſcouraged, through Ii- 
ability of Utterance and Expreſhon, 


BY -Nathanacl Uincent. M. A. Miniſter of 
the Goſpel. 


| A Dire&ion tor the Artaining the | 


That Family-Duty may not be Oniaed, 


te. AM. At tt. A 


Bible and Three Crowns in _ ſide near 
Mercers C happel, and at the Bib 4 on Leu 
don- Bridge tear the Gate, 1674. 
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| HONOURABLE LAD Y, 


" Heſter,” 


LADY BLOUNT. ; 


Mercy, and Grace, and Peace, be 
Multiphed. both 


gach Jonoured Pavam K.- 
TY Hen 1 had the- happi- 
ISÞ ne(s to belong unt@ 
your Noble Family:; ; 
the Favours I receis 
ved were Weighty 
ones, and have left roo deep.an 
impreſſion upon,me, ever; to. be 
A 2 worn 


The Epiſtle 
worn off. I never lived more free 
from Care-& Troable, then when 
I lived with your Ladyſhip. Your 
Civility, your Bounty, your being, 
ſo much concerned when I went 
away, I muſt Remember, while 
I have Memory. * 
"Tis very pleafing to me to re- 
flea wpon the . Opportunities I 
had when lived at Tittenhanger, 
your Stately Houſe ; not only of 
ftudying, but of performing thoſe 
_ Secret duties of Prayer and Me- 
ditation ; wherein Communion 
with God is ſo exceeding ſweet, 
that all ſenſual delights and plea-J 
ſures are contemptible in eompa- 
Tiſon. At that time theWorld.was 
preſented to me in the Gayeſt 
dreſs: Your Houſe Large, and. 
bravely Furniſhed ; your on o 
n'e7; - oa 


dens Delighfal'; your Park and 
Walks hardly to be Matched; 
your Table abundantly & ſump- 
tuouſly Furniſhed: Yer! 1' muſt 
needs tell You; That God was ters 


Thouſand times more to me than all 


this. - When ſought hine with 
my'whole Heart,:and fortnd him 3 
when I begg'd his Grace, and hag 
the Grace I beg 'd for. This, Fhis 
was it, which made'my life ha 
This made me Checrfubind ed) 
onely: I was ſorry' to- ſee others 
take up, and be ſo much Yranſ- 
ported with lower Pleaſures: | 
Believe me Madam, nay, he 
lieve the Lord himſelf, Religion 
and Joy are not inconſiſtent: 'The 
wayes'of Wiſdom, - are wayes of 


 Pleaſantneſs - \ahd all the ths 
f _ » are" paths of Peace. 
; "__ 8: + Though 


Lhe: EviGie 
'Thoygh DNavid had a Crawn of 
nay of his Head, though 
Lord of. {uch a, Country 
aehmwas/ then the, glory. pf al 
Lands, \yct we find.thar God was i 
his hoy; + I and. that. was his: Lan» 
eigen ham have I Heaven but 
Thee, land. tbere is none ou'Earthb 
that L defore befides, Thee. Where- 
as Slayer bis fon, indulging his 
Fr aft tao. much forgetting 

- did; but hereby contribute 
to. ls gn diſquiet; He made þing 
gneat:Works, he built Houſ, es, and. 
plantgd.V/ ineyards.; he made Gar- 
dews and, Orchards , and planted 
Treps in yew of alk ſorts of Fruit ;/ 

. be: predes Pools of Water, that the. 
Lreeg, might, be the more F lanriſhs: 
ing. . He-had Serwants c» Maitlens;; 
Pojeion of great. and. ſmall wa | 


| 


Y 


Dediratory, 

tel, zbowe all that were before him: 
fo Jernſalem: He githered Silver” 
ind Gold, antl the peculity Trets 


ſure of Kings, and of the Provin- 


ces. He bad Men-fingeys, 4hd Wo- 
men-ſungers.and the Deliphtt of the” 
Sons of Men, and Muſical Inftric 
ments of all ſorts. Nay,whatſrever 
bis Eyes defired; be kept abt from 
theme ; FR did be withold from 
his Heart, any Foy. How Jar e an 
Inventory is/ here'of what is gra- 
tiſying tothe Senſes? Yet in the 
midiſt of all, he cryes out; Bzhdld; 
all is Vanity and Vexation of  Spiz 
rit, and thtrs #8 n0 _ under the 
Sun, Ecclef.'2: 4, 1 | 
Madam, | coral defire your 
Eternal welfare ;: and” alfo "a 
| preſent Joy: 'And rruly, there 
rat be Godlinefs not in the 


A 4 Form 


Form.only,butinthe Power alfs 1 
ar elfe you' will. be a Stranger'to; 
the pleaſure of Chriſtianity. God 
13.the, Souls centre. Reſt'is elſe- 
where jg vain expeRed; The'more. 
you-acquarnt your ſelf with Him, 
the more perfeS your peace will be3 
& thereby goodwill come unto you. 
. Lheſe -enſuibg'. Sermons: cons. 
cerning. Prayer; ' hope, through 
the bleſſing ot God;,- may be. a 
means to make Devotion much 
more fervent. And 'tis not int 
vain' to ſeek Him that is ſo wil 
ling to be ſound, and whoſe Suf- 
| ficiency, is'ſucl, that he 'can ſaz 
tizfie your deſires when they are 
moſt Enlarged. _ NE 
That' the Lord of Heaven 
would bleſs You,: and all the 
| Branches of your Illuſtrious Fez 
5 Io mily, 


mily , and make all eminent for 
Piety and Holineſs, which will be 
your trueſt Honour, and greateſt - 
Dignity, is the Prayer of 


Madam, 
Tour Ladiſhips moſt bumble, and 
moſt obliged Servant, 


Niathanel V "O0e-} 
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To the Readers, eſpecially 


 themchar were Hearers of theſe 
_ Following Sermons. 


| Beloved Wrethren, | 
Eing about to Read 4 Book 
B concerning Prayer ; how conz 
| venient F it you | ſhould bez 
gin with Prayer, that you may read 
with profit ? Lift uptherefore your 
hearts unto God, and deſire Grace . 
to do what is made known to be your 
duty. y | 
Gods Precepts are for your pro- 
ft ; He is not capable of being ads 
waniaged, for he js infinitely and 
eternally, ſelf - ſufficient, but. you 
your ſelves will be benefited by your 
Obedience. He requires you to come 
0 


Epiſtle to the. 
10 the throne of Grace,, that he may 
impart his Grace and Mer "cy unto 
yeu that ſo much ſtand ip need of 3 it, 
Tis the property of Good to be com: 
municative of it ſelf: And the Lord 
who 3s the Summum Bonum ;bigh- 
eſt and chiefeſt Good , Foes give 
woſt of all liberally.” 

P rayer is an Oradiziites that He 
bas appointed and 'tis a grett 
priviledge we are allowed, to pour 
ant ' onr Souls before hi : ; His 
Hind is not ſhortned, His Ear is 
not hegwy ; we ſhall not be ſtraits 
acd in Him, if we are not ftrait- 
wed 7 in our own Bowels, 

"Ton that never have pray 'd with 
any ſeriouſneſs of S] pirit, ſhould 
cry now with the greater ferwency.” 
For have not one Sin pardoned, not 


ae'T Corruption mortified, not- 
one" 


g#* \ . 
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one ſaving Grace wrought in your 
Hearts; you have not the leaſt 
part of your mein work, don, no 
proviſion at all made" for Eternity 
and another World. Tt concerns 
you therefore to beog as for your 
Lives. that God would reconfcile 
you to hinſſelf in Chrift, and make 
you new Creatures, and become 
a Father and a Portion to you. 
Now is the accepted time ; Now 
the Father of Mercies is upon the 
mercy Seat. Now the Lord Teſs 
is willing to be your Advocate, and 
to intercede for you. Nowhe ſpirit 
of Grace is ready to help our an 
| firmities, Now forgiveneſs of 
fin and. life and Immortality are 
freely offer d,nay you are intreated 
20 arcept them. But it will not be 
thus alwayes, ſhortly, God will be 


ills 


Epiſtle to- the 
inexorable; the Adwocate will 
be a judg to condemn, and the ſpirit 
will withdraw for ever, and the 
day of grace will be ended. Oh 
therefore pray now, for then twill 
be to late to pray. 

And for you that make conſci. 
ence of this duty, wreſtle ſtill with 
greater Vigour. Thoſe are the 
ſtrongeſt Chriſtians that are migh- | 
tieft in praier. He that prayes well, 
will do all wel beſides; for by 
prayer firength is obtained for the 
performance of every Duty. 

I have added a ſhort ireatiſe 
concerning the gift of prayer, be- 
becauſe many are weak and unex 
erciſed in this Duty, and Thave 

furniſhed them with Scripture ex. 
preſſtons which are without con- 
troverſy, the beſt of all.; - and by 
ESul WER: * ** prefdice | 


Reader, 

praGliſe and diligence their ability 
may be increaſed, . 
Theſe Sermons were beggd from 
Hegven, I follow them with prays 
er, that from thence they may be ef 
feStual, not only to thoſe that have 
deſired the publiſhing of them, 
but unto all others, unto whoſc 
hands the providence of God ſhall 
bring them. | | 


Nathanael Vincent, 


Pray before you Read; Correls the ; 
OE RATAES * 


Age. 2+ lin. 31. for dart, r. darts, p. 9.1.18 fo 

vaw. f. Voice. 1. 19: blot ont; and thoſe rhings one 
enuſt be direFed unts God alone, p. 12. 1, 22. for God 
r. Cods ear. p- 18. 1. 6. for in our direfory r. i nr di 
r [. 9. for-tvys3-25 r. fuye as Þ. 27+ 1, 4. blot 
our and. p. 26. I. x1 for pricec. prize p. 33. 1.3. for 
which r- that P- 37-1. 14 for, or the rack r.. for the, yac 
P- 62, I. 29. for inmmeration, r. enumeration Þ. 69. 
19. for thee r. this. Þ. 72.1. 25. for carnal deſires r 


carnal deſigns p. 93. 1 10. for veins r. reins p.79. 1 ule 
for Spirti r. Spirit, p. 97-1 ig. for hirado r. hrrugy p 
100. I, 9. for emfulneſs r, Sin ulneſs P- 122 I. IO, It 

7s r, are p. 140. |. 7. for exalted'r. excelled p. 146 [a 
hight. c. nigh p. 167, 1. 13, for colt ts codfts. * 


Eph. 6, iS. 
Praying always with all Prayer 
| and Supplication in the Spirit ,. and 
* Watching therennto with all perſeve- 
' ranc2 and ſupplication for all Saints: 


He Apoſtle looking upon-the 

Epheſians as militant Saints 

and fighting not againſt 

Fleſh and Blood , but- a- 

. Sainſt the Principalities 

and Powers of Darkneſs ; 

he inſtrufts them towards 

| the latter end of thisChap- 

ter, how they might become more than 
Conquerors. To this end he tells then firit 
ff all, where their ſtrength lay; they muſt 
ve ſtrong 311, the T.crd, and in the power of his 
rght;.v..20. and then gives them a com- 
pleat Armour, which being put on, and the 
Weveral pieces of it skilfully. uſed , the wiles 
f Satan, will be fruſtrated, and:themſelves 
Enabled towwirhftand in the evil day and having 
ove all to ſtand. B _ 1. They, 


2 Pray Always. 

7. They mult be girded about with the girdle 
of Truth, By Errour Satan has great advan- 
tage; how many, like Children are tofſed 
tooand fro by every wind of Doirin ? but 
a judgment rightly informed and well ſettled, 
that buys the Truth, and will by no means 
ſell-it, has a great influence unto a Chriſtians 
Kedfaſtneſs and growth in Grace. 

2. They um have on the Breaſt-plate of 
Righteouſneſs; they muſt be Righteous in 
heart, Righteous in ſincerity. A Conſcience 
purged from dead works, is a better defence 
thatia wall of Braſs. Satan cannot ſo eaſily 
diſquiet them that are ſincere, neither is he 
able to corrupt them; their holineſs being 
true, fin is' hated, the allurements unto fin 
ate contemned , and God is followed hatd 
after. | 

3. Their Feet muſt be ſhod with the prepure- 
rion of the Goſpel of Peace, They moſt be 
enconraged by that Peace which the Goſpel 
publiſhes, ts run the way of Gods Com- 
mandinents; and that though thoſe ways are 
never ſo difficult and unpleaſant to fleſh and 
blood, they muſt hold faſt the profeſſion of 
their Faith, and depart from Evil, and go 
in the path that is called holy ; though 
thus doing, they never ſo much expoſe, and 
make themſelves a prey. . 

4. Above all, they muſt take the Shield of 
Faith, wheteby they may quench the fiery dart 
of the Witked, Satans Temptations are 

| * i 
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Da#ts ; he does deſign otir wounditig, our 
paiti, our death, ih fhooting of them : And 
theſe Darts may well be called fiery, they are 
ſhot from Hell,and an Hell in theConfcietice 
they make," if they are not quenched ; bug 
Faith is 4 ſhield to repel atid beat thetii back : 
Faith makes -application-of the Righteoutl- 
neſs afid ſtrength of Chriſt, and by*this 
means, not only former wounds are affwa- 
4 and healed, but the ſoul is more fecured 
or the future. 2s EcgaiyS: pat 
5. The Helmit of Salvation triſt cover 
their heads iti this day of Battel with evil An- 
gels. A lively hope of falvation is very en- 
aging both unto patient continbance in 
oing, and alſo unto ſuffering for the 
ighteotineſy. * » 
6. The Apoſtle tells them that the Sipord 
the ſpirit 5 ,whith js the Word of God, muſt 
Fomnid ufe of. Kits word be uderſt6od, 
delieved, thought'on, loved, ſtood in awe of ; - 


if it:thys abide in us,. we ſhall be ſtrofhg, and 
;overcome- the evil one; "2a 

©. Theſe are the pieces of the Arinour bf 
God, ' Buf/in this Combate with the Devi), 
1s there not need of Auxilary forces? cet- 
aifly, there is- a neceſſity of fuccour. from 
Heaven. The Captain therefore of our Sal- 


vation, muſt be looked unto, afid divine aide 


*continually, implored and begged for.. 


B X 
| fayer we have power with God, and FP 


our ſpiritual Enenites. No wonder 
B 2 thaf 
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that the Apoſtle enjoyns Projing always with 
all prayer and ſupplication in the Spirit, QC, _ 


" The Text may be divided into theſe parts: 
- 1, Hereisa Duty commanded, in the per- 
formiance of which lies fafety ; 'and that is, 
Praying, 

2: The extent of. this Duty, 'it muſt be al- 
ways, arid it moſt be with all Prayer. 

3. The due qualifications ' of this Duty, 
which are theſe following. 

_ 4. It muſt be z» the Sperit, 

2, It muſt be with Watching. 

3. [t mult be with all perſe eVErANCE, 

4. It muſt be with a piblick, ſpirit , we 
muſt pray for all Saints, as well as for our 
felves, fince they are engaged in the ſame 
War. ee: 


That theſe words may be the better un- 
derſtood , I ſhall anſwer theſe ſeveral 
queſtions. 

r..1s there any difference between Prayer 
and Supplication? ] anſwer, The word 
wporevx”, Which is tranſlated Prayer, does in- 
timate we have to do with God in Prayer; to 
him we ere to dire our Petitions as an 
Hearer, as an Helper. The word 4i4n7, 
which is tranſtated Supplication , does inti- 
mate that there muſt be an acknowledg; 
ment of our own indigency and wants, and 
'a looking to the Alſufficient Lord for ſup» 
.ply- | | 2.” Ano- 
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"2. Another queſtion is this : What is meant 
by Praying always ? I anſwer, the Greek 
phraſe* which the Holy Ghoſt uſeth, is, 
6 w«vlxa1.9, which ſignifies To pray every vp- 
portunity that is offered, This Text does give 
no encouragement unto the fond Sect of the 
Euchites, who thought that prayer was: to 
be their whole buſineſs : No, no; there” are 
other Duties which God' calls for , and 
which this of Prayer muſt not juſtſe out,” But 
all thoſe. opportunities which are afforded for 
Prayer, muſt be heedfully obſerved, joy- 
fully laid hold on, and diligently improyed: 
This is to pray always : Its -faid of Ad-phibo- 
ſheth, that he did eat always, or continually 
at the Kings Table , 2,Sam. 0.13. What 
ſhall we from'hence infer, that he ſpent da 
and night in nothing- but cating ? no fuch 
nrtter ; but when the ſeaſon, or meal-time 
came, he was preſent. $So to pray always, 
'18f0 pray whenever prayer 1 ſeaſonabte. 

3. A third queltion is, What is meant by 
all Prayer ? Bullinger refers this to the'znren. 
ſion of the mind; ſaying, that in this Duty, 
there muſt be all poſſible devotion, and. 10- - 
tentneſs, and fervency of heart. But Afrſ- 
culus underſtands Prayer of every ſort; ant 
indeed all kinds of Prayer which God has ap- 
poland, are neegfull, and the Lord is real 

y the Communications of his Grace, to 'ett- 
courage to the practice 'of this Duty, in the 
full extent and latitude oft. 
+4) B 3 Ano- 
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- 4+ Anqtherqueſtion js this z 4 are we 
co Etrfera'y re er un the os ?* Some 
refer this clauſe to the things aked; as if we 
ſhould flight all worldly enjqyments, and ask 
only for thoſe bleſſings that are ſpiritual, 
'Tis confeſſed that ſpiritual bleſſings are tg 
be = prized, and to be begged with the 
greateſt importunity ; but F hv temporal 
mercies may alſo with ſfubmiſhon he defired, 
Daily Bread we gre allowed to ask for ; and 
that Bread js ſweeteſt, and moſt bleſt, that 
is the fruit of Prayer. Others abſerve, $04 
rightly, that this paſſage, Praying * 91573 
zn the Spirit, may, have relation bath to the 
ſpirit of God, and: the ſpirit of him that 

s. 
mo It may have relation ynto the Sprzt of 
God. The Holy Gholt makgs interceſſion far 
Believers, according to the will of Gad;, be 
helps their infirmities, who of themſelues know 
not what to pray for as they ought, Rom. Q, 
26, 27. SAT | 
2. It may have relatiqn wnro the ſpirit of | 
bin that prays. Prayer mult be the off-ſprin 
| of the heart, or elſe il 
In Religione not be of any value or efh- 
wop fit, quod cor cacy. The ſpirit of a man 
nqn facit. mult underſtand what, and 
* 1% the worth of what is prayed 
for, and the affetions muſt be ſtirred in or- 
der to the attajnment of it... 
5. Afifth queſtion is, what are we bo uſt 
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derſtand by watching wnte prayer with-all per” 
ſeverance * We mult watch over our hearts, 
and watch for God, and this muſt be with 
continuance ; unleſs. we continue to watch 
and pray, we may quickly enter and fill into 
temptation, And. fince all militant. Saints 
are in danger as well as we, and ſtand in ſo 
Near a relation to Chriſt and to us, we ſhauld 
be much concerned for them, ſo as. to de- 
ſire their ſafety and wel-fare as our own. - 


There are fix Doctrins which theſe words 


afford us: 


1. AChriſtians ſecurity lyes very much in 
praying always. 


2, Allprayer is of concernment to be uſed, 


3. Prayer, when rightly performed, is ſup- 
Plication 12 the ſpirit. 


4: 1nproyer, Watching "15 4 neceſſary ingre- 
dent. 


5. We muſt perſevere, if we would ſpeed in 
, prayer. ; 


6. Or ſpirits muſt he ſo publick,. eo40 ſuf 
Fee far «ll the Saints 45 well gs for ar 
FeVEL. 


B 4 D, 1.1 
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much in praying always. Although he be 
Arnied from head to foot, with the Armour 
of God ; which if any in the world, is Ar- 
mour- of Proof, yet he is not ſafe without 
prayer. Saints in Scripture, have lookt up- 
on the Throne of Grace as their Aſylum and 
Sanctuary, and have come hither for refuge 
and-ſtrength in their troubles and temptati- 
ons, David, when he perceived the deceit 
and hatred of his Adverſaries, who fought a- 


eainſt him without cauſe, ſays, 'twas his 


courſe, and truly 'twas a wiſe one, to give 
himelf to prayer , Pſal. 109. 4. When his 
ſoul was among Lyons, and he dwelt among 
thoſe that were ſet on fire , he then crys unto 
God moſt high , unto God that performed all 
things for ttm, Pſal. 57.2. When the A- 
poſtle Pau! was buffeted by the Meſſenger of 
Satan , he beſonught the Lord thrice, rhat it 
ampht depart frompim , and had this anſwer, 
#y grace 45 ſufficient for thee, 2 Cor. 12. 7, 
8, 9. Nay, the very Captain of our Salvati- 
on, Chriſt himſelf, not only uſed the word 
'of Ged in temptation, and overcome the 
Devil by Scripture - weaporis, but alſo he 
was wonderfully fervent in prayer, Heb.s.7. 
"In tht days of his fleſh, he offered up prayers 
and ſupplications with ſtrong trying 'aud tears, 
wnto him that was able to ſave him from dtath, 


' and was heard in that he feared, 
| | ſhall 


D. r. I begin with the firſt of theſe Do-/ 
Arines, That a Chriſtians ſecurity lies very 
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' I ſhall ſpeak unto this DoQrin in-this fol- 
lowing order, - Firlt, .give you a definition of 
prayer, that you may know what 'tis. © Se- 

condly, 'Inform you what «t is to pray always. 
Thirdly, Shew you- why « Chriſtians ſecurity 
lies in prayer. | ourthly, Give you ſome rea- 
ſons why he ſhould be always praymg. Fifthly, 

Anſwer ſome Objettions that are 'made againſt 
this Duty. Laſtly, Make Application.” 


In the firſt place I am to give you 4 de- 
finition of prayer, that you may underſtand 
the nature of it. Damaſcenx, 1; 3. de; orth. 
Fid. c. 24. give this deſcription , »p50wxu 
£071) avaBact 1s vs ayes Tr 083», X; diTwI45. Tay 
wpoonxiy]oy wap duls, Prayer 15 an aſſention of 
the mind unto God, and aking theſe things 
which are convenient from him, The mind 
muſt aſcend as well as the voiwe and both 
muſt be directed unto God alone ; and-thofe 
things only muſt be dizefted unto God 2- 
lope; and thoſe things only muſt be deſired 
which the wiſe and” | "$5 


gracious God ſees 
convenient, Agqui- 
mw defines prayer, ar 
att of the prattical un- 
derſtanding, explain- 
ing the deſire of the 


Oratio eft aftus rationis 
praftice voluntatis deſde. 
rium explicantir, (fy ab 4. 
lis aliquid poflulantis, A 
quin. 1N-. 2. 2, qu. V3, 
art. I. 


will, and requeſting ſomething from another, 
which being applied unto'God, amounts to 
thus -_- , that both the mind and will do att 
7 ” 


To Pray Always, 
in prayer, the mind: makes known what the 
will delircs, Z/al. 38. g. Lord, all wy deſires 
befare thee, and 10 hog ' 5 10t hid from 
thee ; and then likewiſe, there is an earneſt 
craving to have this deſire ſatisfied, Pal. go. 
14. Oh ſatisfie ws early with thy mercy, that 
Wwe 744) Te joyce and be ei ab our days, 

But @ more full definition of prayer is this, 
Prove 6s 6 Duty performed unto G fer rhng 
a1 


believing Souls,zn which they ask for things 
according to bts will, 1n the name of Chriſt, with 
thanksgtwing for what already has been re- 
cooved. This definition I ſhall take in pieces, 
and explain the parts of it, | 
. A. Prayer 4s a Duty; "tis part of that ho- 
mage and worſhip which we owe to God ; 
this is evident by the. light of nature, the 
Heathen Marriners cryed unto the Lerd for 
preſervation in @ Storm, Jon. 1. but 'tis more 
evident bySeripture light, commands ta pray, 
are frequent. And ke that aves reftraix 
prayer, caſts off the fear of God, and ſays upto 
the Almighty,Depart from me,Fob.21. 14,15. 
Prayer 1s a Duty, for we are obliged to it 
by a precept ; and that precept is for our 
profit : we need help from Heaven, and our 
wants that are of greateſt concernment to be 
ſupplied, can be ſupplyed by none, but by 
him that is Alſufficientz and when we cry 
to him, we give him glory, for it angus we 
believe his power, and mercy, which proye 
him able, and ready to ſuccour and xelieve 
Vs. 2. P rayecr, 
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ines 


Proy Alwgys-. 
1h: Prayer is. 0 Ie performed: 


6xd iq. $ ys 4- 14. They 
Hes Lord i i hor him vr lh = 
: Unto hee my Goa, 4nd my King, wilt 


fays Dau, Pfal. 5. 2-and.v..3, 41 
prefer ito Tees ang will look, 
vp. Gods Hand is not {hortned, that it cap- 
not ſave, neither is his Ear heavy, that it 
cannot hear, He is able to do, not onely to 
the uttermoſt of Qur deſires, bus excee ding &4- 
byndgntly, above all that we can either a5, or 
think, Eph. 3. 20. The Pepifts dangerouſly 
corrupt holy worſhip by their (infu] preyers 
to Angels and Saints, and eſpecially to the 


"Virgin ery. Cardingl. Bonaventure has 


blotted out the name of Lord in the Book of 
the Pſalms, and pyt in the name of Lady,and 
teacheth Chriſtians ts 28k the ſame things of 
the Virgin ery, which Devid asked for at 
the hands of God himſelf. - Under the old 


Teſtament we find that Believers direted 


their ſyupplications to God himſelf, and found 
him ready to hear and ſave; and under the 
Goſpel, where the manifeſtation and com- 
munication of his Grace are more full and 
plentequs, is there need to go to any other ? 
No, no, One God can ſupply our needs accor- 
dipg to his riches in glory by Chriſt Teſm , 
P ſal. 4+ 19, 
' 3- Thofe that pray, nugf be ſenſible : Tg- 
wes 


1 Prod. 
noranceand iinbelicf, and hardneſs ofheart, 
make the words of prayer a Mockery and A 


bomination. *'They that” pray, therefore 


muſt be fenſible of rheir fans, of their needs, of 
their unworthineſs, to have thoſe. needs ſup- 
plyed ; finally, they muff be ſenſible hat 
rone can hilp them , but the God they are pray- 
$7g 70, CEN BN Abend Toh 

1. They muſt be ſenſible of their ſins,” T'4c- 

knowledge my Iniquities fays David, and my 
ſin is ever before me, Pſal. 51. 3. ſo Eſa. 59. 
12.' For owr Tranſgreſſions are nultplyed be- 
- fore thee, and wir [mi teſtifie againſt ws; for our 
tranſgreſſions are with us, and as for our 'Tht- 

wities we know them. Sin' muſt be ackhow- 
edged with ſhame and ſorrow, elſe 'twill ſe- 
parate between. God/ and'-us, and prove a 
+ Cloud, - through which'ovur prayers will ne- 
ver paſs. There mult. be fuch a ſenſe of fin 
as implies an hatred and wearinefs of it ; for 
if the heart out of love and liking of it, has a 
regard to ſin, God ever will be deaf, ' and his 
mercies reſtrained', Pſal. 66. 18. If T re- 

ard Iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not 
| vo my prayer. | 

2. They that pray muſt be Senſible of thery 

needs, All the poſterity of Adam are needy, 
how rich and full ſoeyer they conceit them- 
ſelves. The firſt man being a publick perſon, 
had 'the whole ſtock in his own hand, and 
having loſt it, has beggard his whole Progeny; 
we are «ll come ſhore of the glory of God? as 
: _. 
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Pray Always... 13 
deſcended from Adam; we are fleſh, and in 
our Fleſh dwelleth ns od thing. This muſt . 
| be Hood and belt ved ooverty of Spirit 

Chriſt commends, and profiounces theſe that 
N are thus Poor, Bleſſed, Mat. 5.3, For they 
| that petceive they are Wretched, and Miſera- 
ble, and Empty, and Naked , will cry the 
louder to the Lord for gold try'd inthe fire 

to enrich thewr, and white raiment that they may 

bi cleatbed. * The 5 poor man that js ready to 

ſtarve for hunger tow does he cry out Bread, 
for the Lords ſake | Bread : for he fees his need 
of it. The condemn'd'Malefator how does 

he roar out for a Pardon, becauſe he' ſees his 

life muſt quickly go without'it. "And were 

we but better acquairited with our wants, 
Oh what ſtrong crys. would come fromus, 

that Sin,might be forgiven, that Grace might 

be” wrought, that Peace might be Spoken; 
that Spiritual dies might be healed! ? 
We all riced theſe things as much and more 

then the hungry ſtand in need of Bread. 
3. They that pray, mult be ſenſible of cher 
'wiworthineſs to have thiir need ſrpplyed. Paul 
crys out, he was Jeſs than the left of all 
Saints; and Facob, that he was leſs A the 
leaſt of mercies, Feb ays, Behold 1 am vile, 
and I abhor my ſelf. We canjjot liy claith 
to wary. thing as —— due, but Wrath and the 
What - ever God beſtows,. it muſt 
be reckoned given net of debt, but of pure and 
fre Grace, Rom. 4, | Daniel if Frayers dif. 
| | ms 


- 
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: 


Hh " Pray Always. > | TY 

Alf inerit in his Righteouſneſs, ac] * 
; nowlec es that C onfuſion of face belo 
im and to Iſtadl, becauſe of their Rebellions; 


dlaiffis ; 


and ſays Ex 
ications tot 


thy 


not preſent our | 
ee for our Righteon neſs, but for 
eat mercies , Dan. 9. 18, ' 


indeed for the greafelt metcies, and the gtes- 
ter, the ſuter we are to ſpeed; for God is 
moſt liberal of the greatelt ;, but at the ſame 
time mult be ſenſible that the leaſt mercy is 
too good for ſuch evil ones a5 We are. 

4. They that pray,, muſt be ſenſible that 
tone can help them but the God they are praying 


to, ] 


Jo 
bojed for fi 


ly in vain -is 
Jillt and multitud 


C the firmelt things on. Eat 


Mountain 
will fail and, deceive our hopes.) Traly;n rhe 
Lord oies God is the Saltation of Wirael. There 
fore Davidlays this charge. upon. His Soul /» 
wait only upon God, 
pedation frown hi, 


oo 


d fo have all its ex 
20d will be ſerioully 
it unto, when we are tumder thepower 
$ Conviction, that nd othe? helper can 


be found. 
*« 45 It followesint 
that pray wt be bel: | 
Grace.that is required ir all theit Dues, 
if this be wanfing God will not be tonou 


nl 


be 


he definition, that thofe 
lieying Souls. 


our Duties ; nor our ſelves advinta 
ough we hear never fo often, If che 
not mixed with Frith, it will not pr 
Heb. 4.2: and unlefs out Ptayers are Prayers 
5 
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Pray Always. Iy 
it Fdith they will not be effeftuall. Thoſe 


that pray indeed, ' muſt be Believers. 


1: They muſt believe chat God 55,491 that be 
is 4rewarder of them that diligently ſeck_bum, 


Heb, 11.6. they muſt have right upprehen- 


fions of his gracious Nature, dnd of his 
g00d Will towards men. He is willing tv 


be reconciled, and 'has himſelf without be- 


ing ſought unto,comrived a way how Sinners 
Peace may be made: He ſends Enibafſe- 
dours to them to treat about jt : And intreats 
thoſe that have offended him that they would 
be no longer enemies by wicked Works. 
He has declared; thet"fary 5s not 1: bins to- 
wards thoſe that are deſirous of ' Mercy, and 
that he does delight it nothing more than in 
Compaſſion ; and that'if any do underſtand 
and ſeek him, he ts more willing to be found, 
than they can be caper'to figd him. Theſe 
things being rightly conceived, cncou 

Prayer ; and Satan, by ſuggeſting the dean 
contrary, ſtaves off many from this Du- 


gs "They that pray arigtit;muſt by be/ieviny, 
be intereſted in Chriſt the Medintorr, Chirilt 
is the Way, and 70 min riminith -unro the 
Father but by him, Joh. 14.6. Chriſt ninſt 
be by faith teceived as the Goſpel offers 
him; that is, as 4 Prince and Skviour ; and 
by this Faith being united to hin, God looks 
upon believers as the Brethren of Chriſt, 6s 
the Spore: of Chriſt; thay, which is nearer, 


As 


16 Pray Always. | 
45 Chriſti Members, and will deny them n6- 
thing. Thoſe that belong to Chriſt, God is 
4 God to them, and a Father to them as he 
is to Chriſt himſelf, and loves them as he los 
' ved Chrilt; Foh. 20. :17. Foh.. 17, 23, 
ſurely he will then grant theur their: re- 
queſts. | | 
3. They that pray,muſt by Faith rely upon 
the Promiſes that God has made of Hearing, 
He has ſaid, that they that ak, ſhall recerve, 
that they which ſeek ſhall find, - and. to them 
that knock, 4t ſhall be opened, Mat. 7.7. And 


for further encauragement,becauſe the Spirit. 
teaches what to ask, and/how to ask ;- Chriſt 


aſſures us, that God will-more readily give his 
Spirit to-thoſe that ask, him, than earthly Pa- 
rents. Bread unto their. bungry Children, Luk. 
11.13: If ye then being evil, know how to give 
.good gifts to your Children, how much more 
ſhall your Heavenly Father give the holy Spi- 
rit unto them that ask, him? How compre- 
henſive a promiſe is the promiſe of the Spi- 
rit! His work is to apply that Salvation 
which Chrilt has-purchaſed : and is'ſent on 
purpoſe that he my, endite ſuch Petitions 
Pr the Saints as will find-audience. How 
plainly has the Lord'faid,. that his Eye. 55 up- 
on the Kighteous, and bis Ear open'to their 
Prayers, Pſal. 34. 15. ſuch words ſhould be 
reſted on when we , engage in this Du- 


4+ The more confidently they that pray con- 
| ; clude | 


ay 
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> Pray Always. ty 
clude the performance of Gods Promiſes, the 
more certainly they will be accompliſhed. 
Therefore we are commanded to ask #z 
Faith, nothing wavering, Jam. 1. 6, and we 
are encouraged to draw near with a true 
heart-in full aſſurance of Faith, Heb. 10, 22. 
and hearken to our Lord himſelf, Mar. 17. 
24. Therefore I ſay unto you, what ever things 
ye deſire when ye Pray, believe that ye receive 
them and ye ſhall have theni, If we did but 
more firmly believe that God according to 
his Covenant for his Sons ſake, has pardo- 
ned fin; and will heal our Souls of their 
diftempers; and wilt give grace ſufficient ; 
and make us to grow and increaſe with the 
increaſes of God: verily his promiſes 
would appear to be real , and according to 
our Faith it would be to us. Thus you ſee how 
thoſe that pray; muſt be Believers, 


5. In Prayer things miſt be asked for atror- 
ding to the will of God. 1 Joh. 5. 14. And this 
zs the confidence that we have in hith, that 1 
we ask, any thing according to his Will, he 
heareth us. Chriſt tells his Difciples, Joh. 
19.7. If yeabide in me, and my Words abide 
in you, ye ſhall ask; what ye will, and it ſhall 
be don to you : the Word abiding in us de- 
clares the will .of God, and regulates our- 
wills ; and then what we will we ſhall have ; 
Lnther ſaid, Fiat voluntas mea, Let niy will be 
don, becauſe my wilt Q Lord is the ſame 
with thine. | C [ 
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1 do not wonder that many of .the 
Heathens . reaſoned againſt Prayer; they, 
being unacquainted with the mind of God; 
knew not what to ask for. But in the Scrip- 
ture God has declared his mind to us, and 
that in our Directory. ( Duſſertat.30. ) 
Maximus Tyrius tells us, that if you take 
away Phyloſ»phy out of the world, you take 
away 79 wavy Zuxtdas £7t5duiye', that which 
alone knows how to pray. For ſays he, the Phi- 
| loſophers pray'd for Vertue, for tranquility of 
Conſcience, for an unblamable Life. And. 4 
Death full of geod Hope. But how much more 
truly may this be ſaid concerning Chriſtiani- 
ty? 'Tis the Chriitian Religion that informs 
many degrees beyound Philoſophy , con- 
cerning the Will of God; and what he is 
willing to beſtow on us. 

" There is a threefold Will of God which: 
we are to regard in Prayer ; his Will of 
Purpoſe, of Precept, and of Promiſe. 

1. His Will of Purpoſe. Gods Purpoſe 
concerning his People, is Wiſe and Graci» 
ous, therefore 'tis called the good pleaſure 
of his Goodneſs by the Apoſtle, 2 Thef. 1 
41, and 'tis but reaſon that this Purpoſe 
ſhould be ſubmitted to. We may ask 
ſometimes for. that which it may not be 
fit for us to receive. In Temporals eſpe- 
cially we are ataloſs; and are not able to 
determine what meaſure of ſuch kind of 
Mercys is moſt meet for us. When there- 
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Pray Always. | 9 
fore we beg for the continuance of Life, the 


8 prolonging or reſtoring of Health, the 


enjoyment of outward Comforts: All muſt 
be done with :his Proviſo, that the 1Wi/l and 
Purpoſe of God may ſtand and be accompliſhed ; 
for we may conclude, that when the Lord 
denies outward Mercys which we with ſub- 
miſhon begg for, he intends kindnefs in that 
very denyal. 

2, In Prayer, Gods Will cf Precept is ts 
be regarded ;, whatever he commands us to 
do, we may with boldneſs go to bim for 
{trength, which may enable us for the per- 
formance, The Lord calls and commands 
Iſrael to turn. Turn ye, turn ye from your evil 
ways, for why. will ye die O Hauſe of 1ſracl. 
Ephraim: turns this into Prayer, Fer. 3 1;.184 
Turn thou me and I ſhall be .twrnea, for than 
art the Lord my God, God commanded. De- 
vid to keep his Precepts diligently, © David 
takes 'hold of this, and. cries out , Oh that 
my ways were diretted that 1 might kzep thy 
Statutes) Pal. '119. 4, 5. He: requires that 
we ſhould love and fear him 5 vve may with»: 
out preſumption beg that hEwould carcamerfe 
our Hearts to love Him, and put his fear wto 
- hearts ,, that- we may not depart from 
$27, \TRP 
'-3. In Prayer, Gods Will.of . Promiſe is alſo 
to be eyed. ' And though the Promiſes of the; 
| life that now is, belong to. believers ;- yet 
| *\pecially they prize and plead the promiſes: 


. 
— 


20 Pray Always. 
of ſpiritual, and everlaſting Bleſſings. Theſe 
we are to look upon as exceeding great and 
precious, and ſure promiſes ; and to beg, that 
by them we may be made partakers of the Di 
Vine nature, and eſca;e the corruption that u 
in the world through Luſt, 2 Pet. 1.4. What 
can the Lord promife more than he does? 
Pal. 84. 11. The. Lord God 15'a Sun and 
Shield, the Lord will give grace and glory, m 
good thing will he wuth - hold from them that 
walk uprightly. When we intreat him to 
; make good his promiſes, we do in effect but 
intreat him to glorihe his power and love, 
his truth and faithfulneſs, 


6. Prayer muſt be 77 the name of C briſt ; 
what name more prevalent ? Foh. 16.23, 
Verily, verily , 1 ſay unts you, whatſoever ye 
fhall ack the Father in my name, be will give it 
you. When we make uſe of the Mediation 
of Chriſt, we go the way to ſpeed. The 
Papife make uſe of the Mediation of Angels 

Saints departed, But the Apoſtle tells us 
as of one God, ſo of one Mediator between Gad 
and Men, the Man Chriſt Feſus, Saints ite 
deed, on Earth, may pray one for another, 
becauſe God has commanded it, 1t maintains 
love among them, and. the Strongeſt need the 
Prayers of the Weaker., How carneſtly docs 
the Apoſtle Paul beſeech the believing Ko- 
ans, that yhey would ſtrive together with him 
«2 their prayers to God for him; Rom, 15. 30s 
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But not a word of prayer diretted to any de- 
parted Saznt in Scriprure, | And when 7acob 
was in diſtreſs, and the Angels of God mer 
him, and he ſaid, thu is God's Hoſt ; but he 
begg d nothing of them, but wreſtles with God 
himſelf, and as a Prince prevailed. 

'Tis a filly ObjeRtion, that we uſe the me- 
diation of great men when'we have to do 
with Princes ; and therefore the Mediation 
of Angels and Saints is to be uſed when we 


. have to do with God, for the Lord grants 
free acceſs wnto all , if they uſe Chrilt as a 


Mediatour ; and therefore the Mediation of 
Angels and Saints is needleſs. 


We muſt pray you ſee m the Name of 
Chriſt ; and there are four things which we 
are to have an eye to. 

I. The ſatufattion of Chriſt ; he has been 
wou ded for, T rar ſpreſſion, he bare the Curſe ; 
ſo that we may beg with confidence to be de- 
livered from it: He has made Peace by the 
blood of his Croſs, we have encouragement 
to beſeech the Lord to'be reconciled, and that 
he-would nolonger be a Foe, but a Father 
£0 US. 

2. We are to eye the purchaſe of Chriſt. 
He has purchaſcd all the bleſſings of the new 
Covenant. Heaven it ſelf is called 4 puy- 
chaſed Pefſcſſion, Eph 1.14, Chriſt payd a 
price for it, - that it might be ours, "Tis not 
only an att of Grace, but an a&t of Righte- 
7 | C 3 oulncſs 
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Ouſneſs in God, conſidering what Chriſt hag. 
Paid for, to forgive Sin, and to give Sal- 
vation. 

3. Weare to eye the interceſſion of Chriſt, 
Heb. 7. 25. He 1s able to ſave them to the ut= 
termoſt, that come unto God by him, ſeeing he 
ever lryes to make mterceſſion for them. Our 
great high Prielt is paſſed into the Heavens, Il 
and his work is there, to pray for Believers, | 1 
and His Father hears him always. How can I | 
prayers miſcarry that are backt with the in- 
terceſhon of ſuch a one 2 - 

4. We are toeye the ſtrength of Chriſt, | | 
and his aſſiſtance. Rightly to pray, is a mat- I + 
ter of difficulty ; Chriſt , by his Spirit, is I / 
ready to help the infirmities of Believers; I - 

io that notwithſtanding all diſcouragement, || 
and oppoſition from within, and from be- 
neath, they ſhall make ſomething of this du- 

ty of prayer, and obtain the bleſſing. 


7. In prayer, there zuſ# be Thanksgromg 
for whar has been already received, Praiſe is 
the ſublimeſt part of prayer : Praiſe is a debt 
and how vaſt is the debt, if we confider the 
multitude , greatneſs , freeneſs, and conti- 
nuance of mercies ? Praiſe ſweetens prayer, 
nothing more pleaſing to God ; nothing 
more pleaſant to our ſelves, And to give 
thanks for benefits received, is as effectual 
a way to prevail for more mercy, as the moſt 
_ vehement and ftrongeft cryes. Oh —_— 


% 
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Fore, that all who-pray, wouldalſo prarfe rh* 
Lord for his + votneſs, and for bis wonderfut 
works eo the Children of men ? Pal, 107.8: 
Thus have [ explained the definition, and ©- 
pened the nature of prayer to you. 


In the ſeccnd place, I am to inform you 
what ':15 to pray 4tways ; this I have touched 
upon already, but ſhall more fully ſpeak to 


, in theſe particulars : 


1, Topray always, implies, being always 
01.4 diſpoſttion, and frame 10 pray when G od rt - 
quires 1, The heart muſt be fteconcited to 
this duty,and fall in love with it,& go'to the 
Throne of Grace with alacrity; much'may 
be gotten at the mercy ſeat, the unfearcha- 
ble riches of: Chriſt: are unlocked ,, and we 
may take as much as the hand of faith* can 
graſp, without being checked of upbraided. 
The God whom we have -to do with, :gives 
liberally, and like bimſelf , Jam."1. 5. The 
hearr ſhould be forward-to. pray. , and be 
weary of, and thtough grace,” ſubdue more 
and more that evil, which slavis preſent when 
good is about to be performed, 'Roin: 7. 21. © 
2. To pray always implys; laying bold 
of all opportunities to pray , that are gracioully 
vouchſafed to us. Whenever there is a-mett 
ſeaſon, and a motion to pray;we ſhould catch 
fuch an occaſion by the fore-lock," for when 
once 'tis paſt, 'tis paſt recalling, © Stated-rifnes 


of prayer ordinarily, ſhould: in wo wiſe" be , 
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neglected ; and when there are extraordine 
ry calls to this duty, they ſhovld by all meaty 
be heeded. But here you muſt take heed g 
being impoſed upon by Satan. He js clear. 
ly for wearying you by ſpiritual extortion, 
and preſſing you to more ofthe external pan 
of duty then God requires. | [Twill not bez 
miſs to ſhew you the difference between Sa- 
tans motions to pray, and the Lords calling 
you thereunto. | 
I. Satais motions. are unſeaſonable, whe 
God calls to other duty. When we in obe, 
dience to the Divine command, are diligen 
in ourcalling, of a ſudden Satan will move te 
pray ; but by the unſeaſanableneſs of thi 
motion, we may diſcern whence. it comes 
-but the Spirits motions are regular, | 
2. Satans motions to pray are unmerciful; 
he would fain have Sinners not pray at all; 
: but if they will needs fall upon the duty, he 
-uirges them to over-doing, and exacts 
much. as is.-apparently to the waſting and 
- expending,'and deſtruction of nature z and 
| his deſign is'to tender prayer burthenſome, 
and at laſt, to make it totally negle&ed, But 
the Lord is merciful in his motions, he._re- 
quires that which is infinitely beneficial to 
- the Soul ; and deſtructive auſterities towards 
the body, he no where requires. | 
' 3. Satans motions to pray, are commonly 
followed with ſome atreful injettions , if they 
are not obeyed ; 'and what he injects has r 
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Scripture - foundation. He tells ſouls: that 
they are Reprobate, and will be damned, if 
they do not what he unreaſonably perſwades, 
whereas the word of God ſpeaks no ſuch 
matter. Well then, Satans motions are not 
to: be minded. 

3. To pray always, implies, preigng a 
every ſtate and condution 3 in Sickneſs, jn- 
Health, in Proſperity, in Adverſity ; prayer 
js to be uſed; without prayer Sickneſs will be 
unſanified, and an uncomfortable logd ; 
and if it be taken off, 'twill be in anger ; 
without prayer, Health will be a judgment, 
and only ſerve to encourage a neglect of the 
ſoul, and another world : Without prayer, 
Adverſity will be intolerable, and Proſpe- 
rity will be a ſnare, and occaſion forgetful- 
neſs of God, and a daring to rebel againſt 
him. No condition ſhould cauſe a ceflation 
of prayer ; for the Apoſtle ſays , Pray with- 
= out ceaſing, 1 Thef 5. 17. 

4. To pray always , implies, Nor #0 let 
fall any holy ſuite till it be granted, We muſt 
not- faint in prayer, nor give over, though 
we do not preſently ſpeed, Zuk, 18. 1. He 
ſpake a parable to them to this end, that wer: 
ought always to pray, and not to faint. Impor 
tunity prevailed with an unrighteous Judge, 
ſurely then -'twill be prevalent with the Fa- 
ther of mercies. God does not preſently 
= ſometimes, to try whether we duly e- 


m mercies ; and.if we do, we ſhall think 
them 


- 
. 
. 
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them worth our while to pray ſtill for them, 
and wait till they are given, 

5. Topray always , implies, Not to grove 
over praying while we are on Earth. This Or- 
dinance, we muſt never be above; for we 
always need to engage in it. Our life is a 
continual warfare, we have need to pray for 
defence and vittory; our knowledge and 
Srace is imperfeCt, we have need to pray for 
the increaſe of both, and that we may be 
helped to preſs towards the mark for the 
price of the high calling of God , Phil, 3. 


I 4. 


In the third place, I am to tell you Why 4 
Chriſtians ſecurity lies in prayer, 

t: Prayer engages God on a Chriſtians ſide. 
He promiſes to hear the cry of the Righte- 
ous ones ; ard hearing their cry, implics the 
engaging of his power and goodneſs for their 
ſupply and ſafety. In prayer there is an 
ating of holy defires, unto which ſatisfacti- 
0n.15 afſured; and there is an'a ting of trut 
andfaith, and God will ſhew himſelf ſtrong 
in the behalf of them that flie unto his Name, 
.2S to a Tower of defence, and rely upon 
his eve:laſtins Arm, He that believes, and 
has his expectation from the Lord, ſhall not 
be aſhamed. The Apoſtle ſticks not to ſay; 
Woſoever calleth on the Name of the Lord, 
fhll be ſaved; Rom. 10. 12. that is , who» 


4 . 


foever calls with faith- and fervency. - Such © 
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calling engages God for us, & if Ze be for ws, 
who can be againſt mw * Rom. 8.31. Our 
[niquities, though never ſo ſtrong, he can 
eaſily ſubdue; the world , and the God of 
the world, are weak, compared with the Al- 
mighty. He can deliver from the evil world, * 
from the evil one, from every evil work, 
and preſerve us to his Heavenly King. 
dom. 

2. Prayer, Weakens the fleſh with the af- 
fettions and luſis of it, Our great danger 1s 
from theſe homebred Enemies; Our Luſts 
de war againſt our Souls, x Pet. 2. 11. 
And the Apoſtle threatens Believers, /f ye 
live after the fleſh , ye ſhalkdye , Rom. 8. 13. 
What courſe does David take to obtain the 
Vidtory over his Corruptions? he prays a- 
Saint them, Cleanſe me from ſecret faults ! 
Keep back thy Servant from preſumptuons ſims. 
Let no Iniquity have the dominion over me | 
Create in me acleat heart, and uphold me with 
thy free Spirit! Theſe and fuch like were his 
crys, and he did not cry in'vain, The Be- 
liever, in prayer, -pleads that tis for God's 
Honour to kill Corruption , "that "rs His de- 
clared Will , even man's Sanfification ; that 
'tis His work, ro Santtifie; that He has pro- 
miſed to Santifie throughcntt , in body, Soul, and 
ſpirit 5 and he is faithful, and therefore will dd 
it, 1 Thef. 5. 23,24. He pleads that Chriſt | 
died that be might Redeem and Purifie from 1- 
niquity , that he might cleanſe bns _— 
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and preſent jt unto himſelf a glorious Church, 
not having ſpet or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing, 
but that ut might be holy, and without blemijh, 
Eph. 5. 27. and ſuch pleas ate effectual to 
* the obtaining. of grace, and mortifying the 
* deeds of the body. 
i3, A Chriltians ſecurity lies in prayer, for 
prayer obt ains better things than the world can 
boaſt of. Let the world allure by its ſtrong-i 
elt baits, and preſent unto the Chriſtian, the 
greatelt gains, the ſweeteſt pleaſures ; yet 
Blefſings more valuable, are to be gatten at 
the Throne of Grace. The heart, in prayer, 
4s taken up with the thoughts of, and eagerly 
deſires after the priviledge of Reconciliation 
and Adoption, Communion with God, agd 
the Communications of his Grace and Spirit; 
an eternal weight of glory, a Crawn of life, 
an enduring ſubſtance , fulneſs of joy and 
pleaſures for ever-more, Pſal.16 «lt. Theſe 
are the things above that in prayer are 
ſought; and what are things below in con 
pariſon? The heart that is placed on theſe, 
is the better armed againſt the world, as long 
as ſpiritual and eternal bleſſings are ſecured, 
the world is neither defired , nor dreaded 
by it. | 
o Prayer is 47 undermin ng of Satan, The 
powers of Hell, have felt the force of this 
duty. - Chriſt commands his Diſciples to 
pray when he perceived the Devil about t9 


winnow them, £uk..22:40,. Pray that ye eu- 


(ol. 
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| feted by the Devi, falls to prayer, and what 
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ter not into Te» pta:ion, If asoft as we are 
afaulted by the Tempter, we did but look 
unto the Lord for grace to help in the time 
of need, temptation would be very unſuc- 
cesful. Two things are done in prayer againit 


Satan 3 By our confe|jion of ſms, this. Arcuſer 
ſilenced ;, by Petition, Grace us obta'ned 8 


withſtand him, | 


1. By confeſſion of ſin thu Accuſer 15 ſt- 
lenced. Satan is ſtyled the Ac:nuſer of ihe 
Brethren ; and to ſhew how malicious and 
eager he is in his Accuſations, he is faid to 
accr ſe them day. and right before God, Rev. 
12, 10. . But in prayer, Believers bring bills 
of Indictment againſt themſelves; not only 
all that Satan can truly lay to their charge, 
do they alſo lay to their own charge ; but 
alſo all that God has againſt them, they ac- 
knowledge ; they cover not their fins, but 
confeſs and aggravate them; they blame 
and judge themſelves, and how earnel[tare 
they that fin confeſſed may be pardoned and 
purged away by the blood of Chriſt ? Now 
Satans mouth is ſtopt, his charge lignifies no- 
thing ; for thus confeſſing ſin, and looking 
unto Jeſus for Clenſling as well as Atone- 
ment ; God i faithful and juſt to forgive 1 hem 
their fins, and to cleanſe them-fgrom all unrigh- 


_teouſneſs, 1 Joh. 1. 9. 


2, By Petition, Grace is obtained to with- 
ſtand Satan. The Apoſtle Pax!, when buf- 


anſwer 
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anſwere has he ? The Lord ſaid unto hins, my 
Grace is ſufficient for thee, for my ſtrength u 
made FE in weakneſs, And the Apoſtle 
is ſatihed in this, that the power of Chrilt 

£ reſt upon him, 2 Cor. 12. 9: Prayer 
rings us to the God of Peace, who hat 

promiſed to tread Satan under our Feet ſhorts 
ly, Rom. 16. 20, By Prayer Wiſdom is de- 
rived from God; and the more wiſe. the 
Father of Lights makes us, the better we 
underitand the Devils wiles, and his de- 
fign is feen thorow, which is to deceive, 
to defile, and at laſt to nwrther Souls. 

And as Wiſdom is increaſed, ſo Faith, and 

Love, and Fear, and other Graces,.: by 

Prayer; and the more we believe God, the 

leſs credit ſhall we give the evil one; the 

more we love God, the more we ſhall 

hate that evil which we are tempted-to * 

The more we. fear the Lord the-more 

will our hearts be united to him and 

twill be a matter of the greater difficylty 

to perſwade us unto a departing from him. | , 

5. A Chrittians: ſecurity-lics in Prayer, || } 
for Prayer is a great means to make every other | | 

Ordinance effettual for our ſafery, and ſpiritu- || | 
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al advantage. The word of God and prayer | 
are coupled- together, . As. 6.4. But we || 
will grve our ſelves continually to prayer, and}, 
ro the miniſtry of the Word, Our Sermons. þ 
which we preach unto you, ſhould be- begg'd\ | 
from Heaven; they thould- be begun, en- 
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ded,. followed after with Prayer ; And if 
you that are hearers would but help vs here- 
in by prayer, 'twould be in effect to help- 
your ſelves, If there were but more pray- 
ing before you come to the Sanctuary , 
that you might be taught to profit ; ſo ma- 
ny ſermons would not be loſt, ; ſo much ſeed- 
would not be ſown \in vain. Prayer ſets an 
edge upon the Word, and 'makes it quick 
and powerful to kill Sin, and keep off Satan, 
Prayer works the Word into the Heart, and 
being hid there, 'tis a mighty preſervative a- 
paint iniquity. There is a Sprritual inſtintt 
in Believers to joyn Prayer with every Or- 
dinance of God :. Becauſe they know 
that Ordinances cannot ſecure or benefit 
them, except the Lord concur and work 
along with them. I have proved, that a 
Chriſtians ſecurity lies in Prayer. 


"| Inthe fourth place, I am to give you ſome 
| Reaſons why we ought to pray always. 
i. We ould pray always, becauſe God is 
* | «lways ready to hear. The Lords Ear #5 not 
" | heavy that it cannot hear, Eſa. 5g. 1. He 
hearkens after Prayer, and looks down froms 
Heaven upon the Children \ of -- Men, to"ſee 
if there be any that underſtand and ſeck God, 
Plal. 14. 2, The Father is'ſaid to ſeck for 
right worſhippers, namely thoſe that worſhip 
bim in Spirit and in Truth,” Fob 4. 23. we 
have therefore encauragement;as at all times 
| to 
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to truft in him; ſo at all times ro poke aut 


our Souls before him. God is a Refuge fax 


xs, Selah, Pſal. 62: 8. Verily , ſeeking of God 
in ſincerity, never was yet in vain, and ne- 
ver will be. God has heard ſinners then; 
when they perhaps have little thought he 
minded them, When Ephraim bemoancd 
himſelf, was as a,Bullock unaccuſtomed 
to the Yoak, was aſhamed, and confounded 
becauſe of his evil ways, and cry'd, Turn 
thou me, and I ſhall be turned ; ſays God; 
I have heard him, | have ſurely heard 
. Ephraim, Jer. 31.18, 19. 3 and gives him to 
underſtand that he was 4 dear Son, a pleaſant 
Chiid,and that he would ſurely have Aercy og 
him,There is not a Tear but God has a Bottle 
to.put it in , nor a ſigh but God obſerves it; 
nor a true defire, but he is ready to ſatisfy; 

2. We ſhould pray always, becauſe Chriſf 
always mtercedes, Heb. 7, 25, Heis able to 
ſave them to the uttermoſt that come unto God 
by him, ſeeing be ever lives to make interceſſion 
| for them, The prayers of . Beltevers will 

be vvell ſeconded. This Angel of the Cos 
venant has incenſe ſufhcient to perfume; 
and to make the Prayers of all the Saints 
at all times acceptable. Chriit in Heaven 
is. alvvays preſenting to his Father his Suf- 
ferings, and by, his  Sufferings all that 
we pray - for. has | been purchaſed. His 
Blood therefore is ſaid to ſpeak in Scrip- 
ture, and it /{ peaks better things than that of 
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ll zdbel, Heb. 12: 24. The Blood of Chrift 
'Y/ cryes in Gods Ears, on the behalf ob thoſe 
' that -pray, which the Curſe that Chriſt has 
"= born may be removed from them, that the 
Sins for ' whith Chriſt was wounded, may. be 
forgiven them, and that out of the fulneſs 
of, Chriſt they may receive, and Grace, for 


LUrace. 


| 
3, We ſhould pray always becauſe the 
Wl Spirit is always ready to help our infirmitzes, 
KY This Spitit Chriſt. promiſed; and according 
& to his promiſe ſent him; and this Spirit is ſty- 
= lcd the Spirit of Grace and of Supplications, 
Zach. 12, 10. for he gives grace and ability 
to make ſupplications acceptably. And this 
Spirit abides with Believers alwaies, 7oh. 14: 
16, 17. 1 will pray the Father; and he 
ſhall give you another Comforter, which ſhall 
abide with you-for ever; even the Spirit of 
Truth whom the world cannot receive betauſe 
it ſeeth him not, neither knoweth him ; but ye 
know him, for he awelleth with you and ſhall 
be 3n you, The Spirit is ready to inſtruct 
us what to pray for, to remove the load 'of 
indiſþdſition to this Duty, to quicken our 
deadneſs therein, to enlarge our hearts 'in 
defires after the God of all Grace, "to 
ſtrengthen us to wreſtle for a Bleſſing. And 
truly God is not to be prevailed with ; but 
by the mediation of his Son, and by the 
ſtrength of his own Spirit. | 

4. We ſhould pray always, becauſe 'Sa- 
5 D 
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thu ts always forward to aſſault us. Satan ig 
compared to a Lyon in Scripture, And E- 
lian obſerves concerning the Lyon, that if at. 
any time he is beaten back, he retires 
Exon evi 4 VaoCpvyers with bis face to- 
wards you,as being readyupon the leaſtrencou-! 
ragement, to' make another attempt. In 
like manner Satan watches ; has his Eye al- 
ways upon us, andis ever forward to tempt: | __ 
and ſhould not we be ever forward to pray? | 
Our whole Life is atime of Temptation, | ' 
Wicked Spirits are continually engaged a-ſ | 
Saint us. We wreſtle, ſayes the Apoſtle, wah 
Principalities and Powers, with the Ruters of 
the darkneſs of this World, with ſpiritual 
wickeaneſſe 4#u high places. Theſe. Enemies | 
are inviſible , ſo 'tis more dificult to with-W | 
ſtand them; they are too ſubtile and to 
ſtrong for us: We had need therefore toffl | 
pray without ceaſing, fince they ceaſe notYY |} 
endcavoring to bring us both to ſm and ru} 1 
ine. 
. F- We ſhould pray always, becauſe cor-iW « 
Yuption will quickly recruit,and recover | rength 
uport the leaſt neglect of prayer. Had Dawid 
been praying when he was ſleeping ſo long in 
the day time;or after his nap had been ended; 
had he gon to the throne of grace , inſtead of 
idlely walking upon the roof of his palacez 
nay,” when firſt he caft his eyes' upon Bath 
ſheba, if he had then immediately lookt up 
to Heaven, and cryed, that that ſpark of con- 
cupi- 
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evpiſcence might have heen,cxtinghiſttd/be- 
fore it ſet him-in a flame + bis. foul Sal}, and 
the dolefull conſequents of it , . might have 
been /prevented. - But .duty was fieglettod, 
and luſt took the adyantage . of that negle&, 
ahd he was hurried into two/as hemnoys! Sins 
almoſt as can poſſibly be committed :-: 2 $a: 
11, Experience ſhews tis; ths if we omits, er 
are ſlight in Prayer, that-day our paſſionsare 
more eaſily ſtirred, and our luſts. ger. ground. 
Thus A-raleck prevail'd when Hoſes hands be- 


gan to.hang down, but whenthey were held 
up towards Heaven, Jſrae! had the better. 


In the fifth place T ath to Anſwer the Ob- 
jeftions that , are made. againſt this duty of 
Prayer. ' LO 0 KITE: 

Obj./t. The firſt Qbjeftion is this: God 
knows our warts.and dangers without aur tolls 
him, What necd is there thet that we ſhould 
make them known by Prayer? '-; ! .\ - 

Anſ. 1 Anſwer, Godraay be ſaid tq\know 
our Waris arid Dangers two wayes::: 
2. By the eye of bis Ommferes:ces, and With 
thiseye: he ſecs all things. and ye ther w 
pray; or no; be perfectly underttings 'vsa 
all the circumſtances we arcin:3 iffrxbe:pal- 
. ſes our path; knows our thatghts «foi aff; ad 
& acquainted with all or weyis;Þiul: ragheei 

2. God may be ſaid/to lopkyypay, tyPin ants 
fo as to bave compaſſion upan =_ andrywithont 
intreating this compaſſhon'; hby can it be ex- 
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peRted? Heark unto David, 119. 132. Look, 
thou upon me, and be merciful unto me, as thou 
#ſeſt to do ur:to thoſe that love thy name, "Now 
though: God 'be acquainted with our 'wants 
without our mentioning of them ; yet he will 
not look upon them) ſo as to pitty and ſupply 
them, unleſs we beg this pity, unleſs we 

this ſupply. When rae groancd by Prayer 
unto God, ſays he,7 have ſeen, ] have ſeen the 
affiittion of my people in Egypt ; that is, I have 
lookt upon it withSymperhs and compaſhon, 


and it follows,# am come down to deliver them, . 


Act. 7. 34. 


Obj. 2. A ſecond ObjeRtion is this. Why 
ſhould we pray, ſince the God whom we have to 
do with is unchangeable? can we work afly 
alteration'in him by our requeſts? . No, the 
Scripture ſayes, with him is no variableneſſe, 
neither ſhaddow of turning, 

Arſ. 1 anſwer, Prayer makes not a change 
:n God, but a change m us : it does not make 
, him more mercifall and bountifull, but dif 

poſes us for the receiving of his mercy and 
race, This notion you muſt all well under- 
d, that the deſign of prayer is not to make 

any alteration in God, but to make-an al 
teration in us, that we may be fitted and 
- made meet for thoſe bleſſings which God has 
promiſed to give, When God pardons any, 
the change, to ſpeak-properly, is in the per- 
ſon pardoned ; he that before was an enemys 
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is become a child. Gods wrath is the:{ame 
that 'twas, and his love the ſame that 'twas ; 
only the perſon that before was out of Chriſt, 
is now in Chriſt ; and is now loved, whom 
before wrath did abide upon. When we 
pray for grace and holynefſe, hereby we are 
more fitted for the receiving: of. it. God al- 
ters not, but we are altered; oh much for the 
better when we are: Santified! This matter 
may be made more plain by. this finilitudes 
Suppoſe a man ready .to be drowned in the 
* Sea, a:xope is caſt out to him from 3; 99% 
on the ſhore; the man does. not pull t Ng 
nearer to himſelf, or the rock ſtirs not ;, but he 
pulls hiniſelf nearer to the rock, and hereÞzing 

2 
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is ſaved. God is our rock, Prayer is our. cord 
whereby. we-are drawn to him, from whom 
alone Salvation is to be expected, .: .._.. 


0bj. 3. Athird Objeftion againſt;prayer is 
this. - God has decreed what he will gzve, and 
bis decrees ſhall certainly ſtand firmand be 
accompliſhed. He being infinitely wiſe, in 
making them, there 'cannot be imagined a 
reaſon-why he himſelf ſhould alter them; and 
they cannot be altered. by any other.  _. 

Anſ. 1 anſwer, It muſt needs be granted, * 
that Gods decrees ſhall ſtand unmoveable, 
but withall I add, that, he who w_ decreed to 
grve grace and merty, has appointed prayer as 
4 kth fo obtain _ Ag ex Ef ſubor- 
dinate to the end , and comes under a decree 
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a3wel: asthe end.” Therefore we are ſaid tq 
S rea or choſen to Holineſs,which does in-! 
og dutys of Hblineſs, Eph. 1. 4. 4s 
; 10 be ordained to eternal Life, If God 
eat man ſhall live till he is 60 years of 
| e efecrees at he ſhalluſe thoſe means,ag 
the like, which are neceffary to the 
oodoog of his days. = ſo God that doeg 
0 gtye race; a pardon, and BIoYs 
dette Pg a pojnits* prayer and 'other du-. 
py ; pertop ormed. ' After the Lord had 
uch/! and declared his gracious 
; towards Ifratl , t6 pardon,/renew; 
on reſtore them He adds; Forudll this, 
bt enquired '® "A ” bang of Iſraci 70 
Sfus 7 cm, E 
7 + find that. 5 "deve bas not 
Ws, the Saints eſtrem prayer neeleft, but en 
cuuraged them to fervency therem. Damel un-Y - 
der{fanding by Fere Red, Prophecy, that af- 
rer ſeventy years, 3 Fit ſhould be brought 
back from the Buylonih Captivity, pray | 
the'tnore earneſtly, that they might be ſer at 
liberty, and that the Sanftuary might he ſhone 
por which lay defolare , Dan. 9.72,-3. And 
David, wheri ke' underſtood, that God put: 
a; to build him 4n How , pray'd, that 
4 would do is he had Jpoken. 


yo 4. Another ObjeQion is this. - Wick: 
20 men have ſmall encouragement to pray, fince 
ir prayers are fiyled a an tbomingtion. & 


Anſ 1 Anſwer. 
1. Wick:d men are blamed for not praying 
however, Pſal. 14. 4 Have all the workers of 
Iniquity no knowledge, who eat up my Peop c 
as they eat Pread, and call not upon. the Lord. 
Prayer is a duty which Wicked men have an 
obligation to, and they, fin in the omiſſion of 
it. 

2. I Wicked men totally caſt off Praver, "tt: 
apparent whether they are going ; they are go» 
ing further and further from God, ,and 
making haſt in the broad way that leads unto 
deſtruction. 

3. While they are praying , thongh they 
pray ſorri y, yet they gre uſmg Goa'. Ord - 
nance ; and there is the greater likelihood, 
that God may pitty them, "and give his ſpirit 
to work upon them. | 


Objet. 5. Another objection is this; G94 
himſelf ſays, I am found o; them that ſought 
me not ; 1 am made manifeſt to them that asked 
*  20t after me, Rom. 10. 20 | 

/ nſ. ] Anſwer. 

I. This place is to be underſtood concern- 
im? the Gentiles call , to whom, without their 
ſeeking, the Apoſtles were ſent ro publiſh 
the glad tidings of Salvation. g 

\ 2, Though the Lord docs prevent us by his 
goodnefs, and does firſt offer himſelf ro us, 
yet always, whe" be gives himfelf, be gives an 
beart to deſire after bunſelf + Firlt, He mak: s 
| | D 4 1d 
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45 to opin our mouths wide, and then fills wi," 
Pſal.81,10., Firſt He cauſes a ſpiritual thirſt, 
and then he gives us tq drink of the water of 
Life freely. Ho, every one that thirſteth, 
come to the Waters, come buy Wine and Milk. 
. without maney, and without price, Iſa. 55.1, 
No price is required, only prayer and en- 
treaty is to be uſed; 


. 


I come in the laſt place to the Application. 
Andif the Chriſtians ſecurity lies ſo much in 
Praying Always, 

The firſt Uſe is of Inſtruction, concerning 
the extreme danger that Prayerleſs Souls are 
77, 'Twill be taithfyincſs and kindneſs to 
make ſuch' ſenſible of their danger ; there- 
fore I ſhall a little ſtay upon it, and manifelt - 
their peril in theſc particulars. 

; T. Thoſethatare ſtrangers to prayer, God 
z# againſt them, O dreadful ! what is'God ! 
and who are they ! who can ſtand before his 
indignation ? who can defend himſelf againſt 
that Arm that is Qmnipotent ? The Aoun- 
tains quake , the Hills melt, the Devils trem- 
ble before this God; the who'e world compared 
with him, but as the drop of the Bucu#t, and \ 
the ſmall duſt upon the ballance, and 4ll the In- 
habitants of the wor'd are nothing, leſs then no- 
thinr,and yanity, Ea. qo. 15, 1 7- Surely 'tis 
fearful to have ſo glorious and* great a God 
.an Enemy. 'But an Encmy he is'untoall : 
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Tpraying for. Thoſe that will not intreat 
Fm to be reconciled, 'tis a fign they neither 
valae his love, nor fear his wrath, and un- 
der wrath they are unqueſtionably. 

2, Thoſe that are ftrangers to prayer, 
their mercies are not mercies indeed to them, 
that threatning is fulfilled upon.them, Aa. 
2.2, 1 will ſend a Curſe upon you, and will 
Curſe your Bleſſings, Prayer will turn Curſes 
into Bleſſings ; afflitjons are part- of the 
Curſe inflited becauſe of fin, but prayer al- 
Fters the nature of them; for the Sandtifica- 

tion of them being beg'd and granted, they 

work together for the good of them that feel 
them, Affliction yeilds the peaceable fruits of 

Righteouſneſs to them that are exerciſed there- 

by, ſays the Apoſtle : On the other fide, 

where prayer is not; bleſſings ate a ſnare, 
and the good things which are received work 
together for the harm and ruine of thoſe that 

do-enjoy them. There is a ſpirit of ſlumber , 

which has ſeized on them in the midſt of their 

enjoyments, and their Table, their plenty, 

their abundance, becomes a ſnare and a trap, 

and a ſtumbling block,, and a recompence to 
© them, Rom. 11. 8,9, 

3. Thoſe that are ſtrangers to prayer, Sa- 
tan uz endeavouring, their Ruine, and there 1s 
none to hinder him. Satan is ſaid in Scripture 
to fill the hearts of the ungodly, to keep peſ- 
ſeſſion of them, and to work. in the Children of 
j 4;ſobedzence, The Devil is come down with 

\* 133- | great 
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eat wrath, and like 4 rearing Lyon he 


waiketh: about, ſecking whom he may devour, 
x Pct. 5, 8. and truly he finds abundant 
prey; ſor moſt watch not at all, pray not at 
all again{t him. Thoſe that pray not, are led 
Captive by Satan at his pleaſure, and they 
do not care or defire to have his ſnare bro- 
ken, nor themſelves recovered. 

4- Thofe that are ftrangers to prayer,, how 
certain is it, that continuing as they are, they 
will miſs of thoſe great tnings revealed in the 
Goſpel, ſince they count them not worth their 
jecking ? The Goſpel informs us of the one 
thing neceffary, of the Pearl of price, of the 
Kingdom of God, and his Righteouſneſs,and 
this is the Law that is eſtabliſhed , that zhey, 
who would have theſe things muſt ſeck them. 
They that feek them not, underſtand not 
their worth, nor thetr awn need, and there- 
fore certainly and juſtly go without them, 

5- Thoſe that are-ſtrangers to prayer, «re 
in danger of meeting with 4 deaf ear, whes crys 
are extorted by Calamity. 'Oh read and ttem- 
ble, Prov 1. 26,27, 28, 1 will laug” at your 
Calamity, I will mock_when your fear cometh, 
when your fear cometh as deſolation, and your 
deſtruttion as 2 \: hirl-wind ; » hen diſtreſs and 
anguiſh cometh upon you, then ſhall they call up- 
on ne, but I will not anſwer , they ſha" ſeck, 
me early , but they (hall not find me, The 
meaning is this, that when crys are extorred 
meerly by diſtreſs, and only the removal of Ca- 
PI | amity 
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lamity is.deſired, there being no true humili- 
ation for fin,"nor defire to be reformed , all 
ſuch crys'wil be neglected, If you will not. 
ſeek the Lord while he may be found, nor call 
ppon him while he is near, Ia. 55. 6, when 


you cry in extremity, he may be far off from 


ou. | 
7's Thoſe that are- ſtrangers to prayer, 
ſhould-confider, that quickly the accepred time, 
which they improve nor, will be paſt, and then 
they ſhall bes , but moſt certainly be denied, 
We read in Scripture of Calls that no heed 
was given to. When the fooliſh Virgins 
came after the door was ſhut, and ſaid Lord, 
Lord , open unto ws. Alas, they ſpeak too 
late, the door was not opened ; but the re- 
ply is, [know you not whence you are,Mat. 25. 
10, 11, 12, When the Rich man bey'd for 4 
my of water to cool his tonigue, teing tormen- 
ted in the flame; this was not granted, Lak, 
16. 24, 25,26. to intimate that not the leaſt 
mitigation of torment in Hell is to be lookt 
for, All at laſt will be ready to pray, Lord 
open the door that lets into thy Kingdom 
and'Glory ! Lord vouchſafe a little eaſe and 
reſpite in the midſt of our exceſhve agonies 
and ſorrows ! Oh but then God's ear will be 
ſhut eternally as well as Heaven gate, and 
his mercy clean gone for ever. What mad- 
neſs is it then to waſt all our accepted time, 
and not to come to the Throne of Grace, 
before the day of grace comes to an end _ 
| ROT. | e 
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The ſecond Uſe ſhall be of Caution, Two! 
things you are tv be cautioned about. | 

1. Take heed of reſtin2 in prayer it ſelf, in 
tb- bare duty done. Prayer 1s your ſecurity, 
not #2 5: ſelf conſidered, but becauſe it leads. 
Jous tothe Rock that +5. higher then you, Pal. 
C7. 2. Prayer puts you under the Lord's 
Wing 2nd you are covered with his Feathers, 
and his Truth becomes your Shield / and: 
Buckler.. They that; relt in opere operato , 
vainly im1gining, that ſpeaking the words of 
prayer will help them; they uſe prayer /tke * 
« Charm, and are unacquainted with the 
right manner of praying, 

2. Take hecd of thinking that ay kind of 
prayer will ſccure you, and engage God for 
you. -Unbelicving prayers, where Chriſt ts 
not relyed on for Audience; cold andcare- 
leſs prayers, whiere the things pray'd for, are, 
not prized; Hypocritical prayers , where 
the heart is not indeed engaged, will not 
reach God's ear, will not fetch the bleſſing. 
Sins bow will abide in ſtrength, notwith- 
ſtanding theſe prayers ; nor will the ſtrong 
hojds of Satan be thrown down by them. 


The third Uſe ſhall be of Exhortation un- 
to this duty of prayer. The Arguments to 
perſwade you, are theſe following. 

. - * I, -Scripture-Commands are very frequent, 
which require this duty, How often is prayer 
called for ? And not only the Lords Autho- 

: | rity - 
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45 
| rity in theſe commands is to be regarded;bur 
'{ alſo his goodneſs ; he does not require 
prayer, that he may receive from us, for he 
is fo much above us, that he needs usnot, 
nor our performances ; and ſo infmitely per- 
fect, that there can be no addition to the per- 
fetion of his being, or his bleſſedneſs ; but 
therefore Lord call us to pray always, Luk. 
21. 36. to pray every where, 1 Tim. 2.8, to 
continue inſtand in prayer, Rom. 12. 12. a# 
every thing by prayer and ſupplication, to make 
our requeſts known unto God, Phil. 4. 6. be- 
cauſe he is willing to give what we need, and 
to communicate that mercy, without which, 
we muſt needs be miſerable. 

2, The efficacy of prayer, ſhould perſwade to 
prayer, He that bids you ſeek his face, if . 
your hearts eccho back. Thy face Lord, will 
we ſeek, will in no wiſe hide his face from 
you, nor put you away in anger, Pal. 27. 
-8, 9. By prayer, you may prevail with God 
for his love, and being intereſted in that, no- 
thing will be denyed. That the efficacy of 
prayer may be evident, I ſhall imitate the 
Apoſtle, ſpeaking concerning Faith, Heb. 
' 11,-and reckon up the wonders that have 
been the effets of prayer. | 

By prayer Abraham had ſaved Socom , 
though the cry of their ſins was ſo loud and 
great, if there bad been ten Rightrous perſons 
#9 t - by prayer he obtained a Son from God, 
when his Wife Sarah- was paſh Child-bearing. 
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of his Brother Eſau. 


the ſeaven-times heated Babylomſh Furnace, 

. © By prayer, David ſtayed the Plague , ſo 
that it ſcized not on Jeruſalem, and cauſed the 
Sword of the deſtroying Angel to be put np into 
the Sheath again. | 
By prayer, Elias ſtayed the Rain for three 
years and ſix moneths, and by the ſame mean, 
opened the Bottles of Heaven, that the Eartij 
brought forth her Fruit By prayer he brought 
down fire, which conſumed the two Captams, 


and their fifties that came to taks him. 
By prayer, Joſhua commanded the Sun, and 
St ſtood ſtill in Gibeon; and the Moon in the 
 FValty of Aijalon, for the Lord hearkened ta 
the voyce of a man, and fought for Iſrael. 
 Byprayer Daniel ſtopped the. months of Ly- 
ons, and came untouched out of the Den; and 
by prayer Peter, and Paul, and Silas, were de- 
Livered out of Priſon, Shackles, Tron gates, be- 
zng but weak, things ro the power of ſupplicas 
£80715, | 
And what ſhall I more ſay, for, time would 
fail me, as the Apoſtle. ſpeaks, if I ſhould tell 
of Samuel, of Sampſon, of Jehoſhaphat; of che 
Prophets alſo , and of the Apoſtles., who by 
prayer procured thunder to deſtroy ther Ene- 
mes ; out of weakneſs, were made ſtrong ; 
turned to /iight the mighty Hoſts of Aduerſa- 
res; the Dead they raiſed to life again 3 made 


By prayer, Jacob was delivered from the wraih 


Jonah by prayer, out of 
the Whales belly, and the three Children out of 


the 
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the Lame from the Womb, to walk and leap ; 


| healed Diſcaſes beyond the skill of art to Cure, 


J 
a 
2 
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Company ?.your felowſkip is with the Farber 
b AN 


Behold prayers efficacy, though ptxformed 
by men of like paſſions with our ſelves ! this 
ſhould perſwade us to the love and practice 
of the duty. 

3. Who is it that would hinder you from 
prayer * Who ftands at your right hand to 
reſiſt you ? certainly 'tis an Enemy , who is 
unwilling you ſhould draw nigh to God, be- 
cauſe he knows 'tis ſogood for you, /ſal. 

3, #lt. Your own hearts alſo are ready to 
draw back, but this argues their egregious 
folly and deſperate wickedneſs. 

4. What has followed upon the omeſſion of 

ayer ? Has not this Oniſſion uſhered in 

ns of Commiſſion-? have you not, when 
you have neglected to cry for ftrength in 
your ſouls, found your ſelves lige Reaben, 
unſtable as water ? have you not eaſily 'been 
induced to do that which has fill'd the face of 
God with frowns, and the mouth of Conſti- 
ence with Reproaches ? On the other fide, 
has not prayer been with ſucceſs ſometimes ? 
have you not found encouragement. & grace 
at the mercy ſeat ! .Ch do that, which both 
bitter and ſweet experience prompts you 
to. 

$. Prayer #s an honoarable employment ; in 
this duty you have admittance to the ear of 
the King .of Heavenz how high is your 
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and with his Son' Feſws Chriſt, 1 Joh: 1.2; 
Though the Lord be high, yet he hath re- 
ſpe&t unto the lowly, he will regard the 
prayer of the moſt deſtitute, and not deſpiſe 
it ; he allows you a freedom to pour out 
your complaints, and to make known be- 
forehim your troubles, And what honour 
is this, to have to do immediatly with God, 
ro have him ſo nigh to you in all that you call 
upon him for ? Deut. 4. 7. 

6. Frequency, and fervency in prayer, will 
be 4 great evidence of your Regeneration and 
Adoption, The Child, when born,crys ; and 
the Sinner, when born again, prays. Of 
Paul, 'twas ſaid as ſoon as he was Conver- 
ted, behold. he prayeth, ARt. g. 11. "Tis the 
Spirit of Adoption that makes us cry, Abba, 


Father, If we cannot be ſatisfied unleſs well 


approach unto God, and value his favour 
and fellowſhip above all Earthly things ; and 
are chiefly deſirous of thoſe bleſſings which 
he never gives in wrath z and having given, 
never takes away again z we may conclude 
fromour ſpiritual breathing,our ſpiritual life. 
Now a good evidence of Regeneration, what 
will it be worth in a day of trouble , in a dy- 
ing bour, 


The laſt Uſe ſhall be of Encouragement to 
Believers. | | 


1. Their prayers &re Gods dilight, Prov. 


I5. 8. The Sacrifice of | the Wick2d is an abe- 


mmation 
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bomination to* the Lord, *but the prayer of the 
upright, u bis delight : ſo Cant. 2.14. O my 
Dove, that art in the clefts of the Rock,, in the 
ſecret plate of the ſtairs, let me ſee thy Counte- 
nance, let me heat thy Voyte, for ſweet is thy 
Yoyce, and thy Countenance is tomely, - We 
are pleaſed with the talk and requeſts of our 
Children, though their language be lisp'd 
and broken. And God is intnitely more 1n- 
dulgent then earthly Parents are, or can be; 
and 'much -more willing to give good things 
than-they, Mar. 7. 11, © 
+ 2. Thete are many reaſons why the God, 
Whom Believers pray to , ſhould ſecure then. 
1: They are his chsſen ones, © God pitch'd. 
© his love on them, before the foundation of 
S | the world was laid. ; 
| 2. 'They are his Sons purchaſe , he has 
'& bought them with a price, ſhed his Blood 
Ef for the Remiſſion of their fins, gave his Life 
ff for their Ranſom. 

N43: Fhty are in Covenant with God ; he has 
| engaged to be their God, and furely he «will 
betheir:Guard alſo. _ | 
4. They are Veſſels of mercy, in whom he 
does deſign to $lorifie his grace and love for 
ever. T Coils . 

- Surely*then, he will heed rheſe whert they 

'f pray ; Hewnl give them the good they need, 
J and ſave''them from -the evil which makes 
them flye/Xo- him- for ſhelter. I have 
- | done& wit the- EritDggrine, That a Chri- 
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ſtians: ſecurity lyes very much jn Praying Als 
Ways, | 


D. 2, All prayer. is of. concernment to bt 
uſed. praymg always with all prayer, ſays.the 
Text. Prayet is aduty of very'great.extcnt, 
and the parts of it are admirably ſuited unto 
the preſent State and condition of aChriſhian, 
and the divers kinds of prayer very.well a- 
Sree with the various circumitanceg , whereia 
weare. All the ways, of ſecking God.ſhall 
be to purpoſe, if he be but ſought diligently, 
and according as. he himſelf has appointed; 
for he tells us plainly that he ſayes, Nor tothe 
ſeed of Jacob, ſeth, ye me in vaing Eſa. 45, 
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Two things I ſhall here inſiſt og. | Firſt, 1 
ſhall ſpeak concerning the parts of prayer, and 
ſhew you how all.theſe parts are to be. uſec 
Secondly, I ſhall, give you the ſeveralikgndss 
prayer, and ſo perſwade and, diret you-unty 
each kind, that this duty may be performed 
in its utmoſt latitude. . 55540 
I begin with the parts of Prayer, afid they 
are theſe. 
| 1, One partof Prayer ss an humble compeh 
tation or naming of God, Thoſe titles that aft 
given him inScripture we muſt be acquainted 
with, and ſuch ſhould be uſed as are mot 
ſuitable unto the matter of our prayers, an 
which have the greateſt tendency to excitt 
thoſe gracious and ſpiritual affeQions, whic 


2» Pm oozy  * &s com =. 2 = » &© 


All Prayer. | $1 
are required in our Supplications. If we con- 
ſult the prayers of Saints, which are recor- 
ded in the Bible, we ſhall ind, that God is 
| called ſometimes Lord, ſometimes Father, 
ſometimes rhe great and mighty and terrible 
God, ſometimes the King of Glory, ſometimes 
the high and lofty one that inhabits etermty 
whoſe Name is Holy ; ſometimes, the God and 
Farber of Chriſt, and likewiſe the Father of 
= Mercys, 4nd God of all Comfort, "Tis not a- 
| mifs to add nnto Gods Title thoſe Attributes, 
© the conſideration whereof may help towards 
'f fuch a frame of Spirit as becomes Prayer. 
'*& Would we have our heart in an holy awe, 
'© arid fill'd with reverence and Godly fear ? 
tnention-then his omnipreſence, greatneſſe, 
his holyneſs , and his jealouſy. Would we 
have our hearts broken for ſin? Mention his 
F anger and hatred of Iniquity; and withall, his 
mes. and forbearance, and readinefs to 
reconciled, for the riches of his goodneſs; 
and | ong fuſſering ſtrongly lead unto repentante. 
© Roms, 2. 4. finally, would we in our requeſts; 
have our deſires enlarged, and our faith en- 
couraped , and be alſo forward to praiſe ? 
F Mention then the freeneſs of Gods love, the 
Superabundance of his grace, as he is the 
Father of Jeſus Chriſt. As of old he was 
| tiled, The Lord that brought Tſrael ont of 
"I Erypr, and afterwards, the Lord that dels» 
" vered Fudah from the north Connity; Fry: 
* out of the Babylomifh Gy : © - 
x -4 | 
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in the new teſtament, he is called the God and | 


*ather of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, Eph. 1. 3, 
1 Pet. 1.3. 2 Cor. 1. 3. Chrilt is the only 
prevailing advocate in Prayer, and his rela- 
tion to God, the ground of our hope and 
expectations. 

2. A Second part of Prayer is acknowleag- 
ment and confeſſion of ſin. This confeſſion God 
\ requires, Jer, 3. 13. Only acknowledge thy 
Iniquity, that thou haſt wn a againlt 
the Lord thy God. To confeſle fin, has been 
the practice of the Penitenut. God has been 
honoured when offending of him has been 
acknowledged moſt unreaſonable, and het- 
nous ; and confeſſion has had a great influence 
unto the making of Sinners humble and 
ſhamed, and upon it how quickly has for: 
giveneſs followed : Pſal. 32. 3, 4, 5- While 
I kept Silence (4, e, while I excufed and exte- 
nuated my ſin, and refuſed ingenuoufly to 
acknowledg it) my bones waxed old, through 
my roaring all the day long, for day and night 
thy hand was heavy _ me, my moiſture was 
turned into the drought of Summer Selah. I at: 
knowledged my ſin unto thee ;, my iniquity haut 
1 not hid; I ſaid, I will confeſs my Tranſpref 

 frons unto the Lord, and thou forgaveſt the in- 
"> quity of my Sin, Selah. 

This confeſſion of fin, in Prayer ſhould be 
Particular ;.generall acknowledgments move 
but little ;' The very r90t of ſin muſt be dug unt 
and bewailed, Pal crys out he was a Blaf: 


phemer,f 
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| 'phemer, and Perſecutcr, and = np, 1 Tim. 
11.13. andlaments the law in his members, the 


body of death, that made him ſo forward 
unto evil, Rom.7, David particularizes his 7- 
cleanneſſe and blood-gmilrmeſs,and traces theſe 
abominable ſtreams,unto the fountain whence 
they ifſaed forth, che Corruption of his Nature. 
Pfal. 51. 5. Behold I was ſhapen in Inzquery, 
and in Sin did my Mother concerve me, Our 


deſpiſeng the remedy which Chriſt offers in the 
Goſpel, ſhould alſo be confeſſed with Special 


Sorrow ; for herein we go _—_— the very 
Devils, who never had one offer of pardon 
and grace made to them. And finally, 'as 
there is abundant cauſe, we ſhould fall to 
Tudging and C ondemnins of our ſelves. One 
that is truly penitent, is as Guzlzel, Paricienſis 
ſays, Fidelis Dei orator contra Seipſum, a 
faithful pleader for God againſt himſelf. 
We mulſt- unclaſp the” Book” of Conſcience 
and Spread it before the 'Lord , we nntft 
hold up our hands,and cry Gw-lry, onzlty;; and 
ſay we can lay claim to nothing as our dne, 
but ſeverity and Puniſhments. _ | 
-.3. A third part of prayer is Deprecation, or 

praying againſt what we have deſerv'd and are 
efraid of, We ought with great ſolicitouſ- 
neſſe to pray againlt the anger-and hatred of 
God. He,even he,is to be feared,who can ſtand 
in his fight when once he is angry ? Pal. 76.7. 
The anger of God expreſſe it ſelf Several 
ways : the lighteſt — of it,” namely 
3 in 
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in temporal and outward: calamities, ave 
ſometimes very terrible,Peſtilences, Famin 
the ſword of War which devours fleſh, and 
drinks blood ; how intolerable are they lookt 
upon? but ſpiritual judgments are worſe 
than theſe, and argue hotter diſpleaſure; 
when the Lord gives ſinners up to blindn 
of mind , ſearedneſs of conſcience, ſtrong 
deluſions, vile affeCtiong, hardneſs of heart; 
this ſhewes he is exſtreamly angry. The 0- 
ther may , but theſe judgments eſpecially 
ſhould be deprecated. | 
But the worſt of all is to come in the 
other World, and thats the vengeance-gf 
Eternal Fire: Oh how impartunate ſhould 


we be to be delivered from Wrath to come| 


That we may not be ſentenced to 
with a Curſe at the great Day! that Hell 


may not be our Eternal home !' How! impor» 


tunate ſhould we be;that, we may not in utter 
arkneſs be gnawed by the Worm that nevex 
yes, that we may not dwell-with devouring 
Fire, nor jnhabit Everlaſting Burnings. 
| 4+ A fourth part of Prayer, is Petition, 
here God gives us leave to be bold and large, 
and when we have asked never ſo much 
| a= 
ir 


he is ready -to do exceeding abundantly a- 
bove all thag, we can ask, or has entred i 
to the heart of Man to conceive. Pardi 
we ſhould petition for, for we highly need. 
it: And the Lord has: ſaid, though we have 
wade him to ſerve with our ſms, and wearied 


him 
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him with our iniquities, hee he will les HF 
ſgreſſnans for his own "> ys remem” 
_— Ins ao more, Eſa, 43. 24, 25. Till-a 
Pardon Ac obrained, nothing elſe can be ex- 
ed; but when once God in Chriſt is re- 
e6nciled, and become a. Father, nothin 
will be denied. His -Love therefore, _ 
the ſenceof' it ſhould'be intreated with our 
whole: heart, And fince the. Lord has,pro- 
miſcd to/give-both Grace, and Glory, Pſal. 
84. 11. we-mdy be bold to be petitioners for 
both, . We ſhould be earnelt, that. grace 
and holineſs may be wrought in truth \jn 
pur hearts, that Grace may be continually 
increaſed, and that we may perſevere, and 


. befaithful to the very Death ; and at length 


uttain that Glory, Honour, 'and Immorta- 
lity, which is promifcd unto patient conti- 
nuance; in well doing. Temporal Bleſſings 
alfo, we have leave to ask, for the Lord 
conſiders our frame, and every way is ready 
to-eNc us unto our Duty, 

5. Afifth part of Prayer is Interceſſion for 
others, Not only thoſe ſhould be remem- 
_ us, that ſtand in. a-near relation to 

But we- ſhould be concerned for the 
whale City, for the whole Nation; nay 
for the whole Ghurch of Chrift militant up- 
on' Earth. We ſhould prefer Zeruſatem before 
our obief joy, we ſhould not keep ſilence, we 


ſhould give the Lord no reſt till be eftabliſh, and 


wilt o __ Feruſalem a praiſe in the Earth, 
E 4 E ay. 
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Efa. 62:6, 7. w#'fboxld ir 110 Wife hold "op 
peace,” till the 14phreoniſneſs thereof" \go forth 
as brightneſs : And the Salvation" thereof aj 
Lamp that burneth,- That is, till the Church 
is both reformed; and' delivered" from op: 


7 
r 

0 

| | F 

—_ adverſaries. In Prayer we are t6 
| 

\ 

| 


ave regard to onr ſelves, to others, nay tg 
the Lord himſelf, and Chriſt his Son. ' We 
are to beg that His Name may be Hallowed, 
from the riſing of the Sun to 'the going 
down of the ſame; that his Kingdom may 
come: And that all on Earth may do his 
Will; and ſubmit unto the Scepter of his 
Word. | £0 $*4 4 * 
6. Another patt of Prayer is /mprecation, | | 
Some are ſuch; that we' are to deſire the 
Lord would fight againſt them. - The evil 
Angels, we may pray that the Lord will re- 
buke them : and -pull down that Kingdom 
of darkneſs under which the moſt of men are 
held in Bondage. In reference to' menz'-we 
muſt be more ſparing in our imprecitions, 
or. wiſhing evil to them. David,' ahd the o- 
ther Prophets are not examples for us to 
follow in this matter; for they -knew by a 
prophetick Spirit Gods intenſions concer- 
ning the perſons that they pray'd againſt; 
The general Rule which we ought to follow, 
is this, Mat: 5. 44." But I ſay unts you 
love your Enemies ;" bleſs them that curſe you, do 
Cood to rhem that hate you ; pray for them that 
deſpighrfulty uſe you and perſegute you;, this is 
on == | '-. 


de coo. add 
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to. refemble God', Who maketh; bis Sun to 


riſe an the Evil and the'Gead. Weare to-beg 
rather the: converſionthan the confuſion 'of 
our: Enemies; [and fappoſing they-are im- 
placable, -and incorrigbte, we' muſt deſire 
rather that they may be hindered from doing 


harm by their deſignes-'and ' power, 'than 


that harm may come-to them, eyen-when, 
we pray againſt” Antichriſt, whom wefind 
devoted in Scripture- to: deſtruction y* we 
muſt have no private grudg againſt the per- 
ſons of any; but our Eye mult be atiChriſts 
Honour, that in Popery is ſo much ſtruck 
at, and at the advancement of the Goſpel, 
and -of Zion. +27 ;42* 443] 

7. A ſeventh part of Prayer 'is Thanks- 
giving; The Lords prayer ends with a dox- 
ology or giving Honour unto God, Mat; 6. 


| T3. for thine is the Kingdom, and the' Power, 


and tht Glory for Ever. -To-praile, is to fpeak 
&s Tetis 7ay ay yeady ynharec, Wyrth the Tongues 
of Angels, All the Creatures that are'viſi- 
ble, are mute, beſides man; He is the Worlds 
high. Prieſt, that ſhould offer this Sacrifice 
of praiſe for all; He 'i' the Tongue of the 
Creation, which ſhould be founding forth 
Gods goodneſs towards all. How: much 
does the: Lord let forth'unto us! And. ſhall 


:we 'defiy/ him the revenue of praiſe ? His 


Mercys are without number ; and his Love 
without mitive, and without meaſure : Whey: 


praiſe is offered he accounts himſelf :Glori- 


fea, 


Wh Mil Prayer, 

Plal.o. ule. therefore #2 overy: 
ben: Thanks, for this 6s the #200 
198 Clareſt Feſns —_— ws, 1 Theſ.:5.18, 


Thus:have 1 7 gow. qver tne. parts of. Prayer 
pe, andnone of ſripartrare acodicl, 


In the ſecond: place I am to give- you : the 
ab—kmds rf Prayer ; prayer is twofold, 
Fecal, when the Voice and Heart are joyned 
gener] 3 Mental;when the heart only'is e- 
ed.; 


_ 2. 1: ſhall /ſpeak-of /oca! prayer, when 
Tongue and Heart go together in this Dy- 


There are ſeveral reaſons why che Tangue 
.18:t6 be: made uſe of 4n./ Prayer, 

3: With our (Tongues we are ro honour God, 
8nd when they are thug employed ſpeaking 
mare orof gre. or for —_ then they art 
- tory. As there are fins of the Tongus, 
fo duties of the Tongue too; and as the 
Tongue of the Swearer,. Blaſphemer, 
filthy. and fooliſh Talker, is harſh and hate- 
ful :to 'God ; ſo the Tongue- of him, that 
prays lincerely, is pleaſant. Chrift tell his 
Spoufe,that her Yoice was ſweet,and her COUR- 
'tenance comely. 

.{2. Inpraying with others words, are ne- 
cefſciry. Some muſt be the gs. the _ 
untd God. 

3. Words; cſpecially Scripture 


-help to excite, and-ftir np our affettians, 
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they ſerue, to. keep: the Fleart. more: intent: uport 
| the Duty, £15: 4 
\ This:Vocal Prayer is threefold,  firſk, 
Prayer tm-the Cloſes, ſecondly. Prayer: wr the 
Family, thirdly. Prayer in the. publihe Cors 
ton and Arby. Of. all. theſe 1 ſhulf 
in order, . - 
+ Prayer inthe. Cloſet. That-ſeoret Pray- 
er.is the Lords Qrdinance- is very/evident; 
Mat. 6. 6. Bat thoa when thou' prayeſh enter" 
iuto thy. Cloſet, and when thou: haſt ſtuet the: 
Door, pray unta thy Pather which 5s int ſecret. 
And as: our Lord gave. this Precept;. ſo he: 
$0ur example, in. regard. of ſecret\Prayer; 
Mar, 1. 35. And. in the morning, riſtay up a 
great. whule. before Day, he went ont- and de- 
parted. into. a. ſolitary place and there prayed. 
hacob was left alone, and wreſtled with God. 
and had. the name of Ifrael-givenhimifor as a 
Prince, he had power. with God and prevai- 
led, Gen, 32. 244 39, Now if:you would 
be fully informed, what; this. wreſtling was; 
compare the forecited place, with: Hof. 1 2. 
Þ 34 Zy bes ſtrength he had\ Power with God, 
© yea, he had: power over. the Angel, i; e; the: 
Angel off the Covenaat,. avd prevailed; He 
ah wy made. Supphicationto bim, 
Now for the better ing of: this ſort 
of prayer; let- theſe: rules: be abſerved: di- 


ugently, | | 
1, Aftit privacy, be- av-ſecres. as poſſible, 
| L's | If ty; 


| 
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ty ; and*though our” light is to ſhine before 
men, that they ſeeing our good works, may 
rifie-our Father in Heaven, yet a Chriſti. 
anis to do-muth out of -the fight of others, 
As long as "God's Ear is open to the moſt 
whiſpering prayers; what-need is there that, 
any other ear ſhould hear a word which we 
; >» 'Wher'' thete '1s/a defire that men 
ſhould take notice of our prayers, God takes 
no notice of them, unleſs of: the Hypocriſie 
in them, to abominate' them ; therefore we 
have thatcaution from the Lord Jeſus, Mat; 
6. 5. And when thou prayeſt, thou ſhalt not bt 
as the Hypoeevites are , for they love to pray 
ſtanding wrt the Synagogues, and m the corners 
of the Streets, that they may be ſeen of men ; 
verily 'Þ fay unto you, they have their re« 
ward. be 3 | * ; 
2. Take: the fitteſt time for ſecret prayer; 
the morning - eſpecially is to be -choſeh, 
though/once 'more in 4 day at leaſt, it ſhould 
be your.-ordinary practice to pour out. your” 
hearts in private before the Lord. Ay Yoyee- 
ſhalt thou hear in the Morning, ſays David, 
It the Morning. O \Lord'; will 1 dire my. 
prayer unto :thee ," aud will look up, Pſal. 5. 3. 
If the Soul be ſerious: in its addreſs unto” 
God; in thebeginning of the day, 'tis likely 
to have the more grace; and ſtrength torefilt” 
temptations, and to walk with God all the- 
_ . day _— better®to.be ſhorter in the Z- 
veuing ;axtirs 22nd larger 'ih the Morebugh 
V3 tnen 
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then'the- ſpirits are freſher and more-ahiin- 
dant; and-the foul has not ſuchclogs 1n its 
aQtings, as it meets,with when the body is 


:ſpenr and tyred. - But if ſomething unavoid- 


ably fall out, that you cannor pray at the 
time you delire, and were wont ; be ſure lay 
hold of ſome other opportunity , and neglect 
not the duty altogethef, .. 

/ 3: Let the Word of God be lgokt into, and 
meditated on when prayer 15 ma ie : The Word 
will dire you, quicken and encourage you 
unto prayer. By the Word, God ſpeaks to 
you, as by prayer you _ to him; if you 
regard not Gods voyce, how can you expect 
he ſhould mind yours? If you wil not hear, 
and obey will not. hear and grant what 
t of him, "The Word jhoul4 dwell 
richly in you, Col. 3.16. your delight ſhould 
bein the Law of the Lord, and in that Law 
ſhould you meditate day and night, Pal. 1. 2. 
The Scriptures ſhould--be ſearched, which 
ſhews they are a depth, and all js notat firſt 


looking into them diſcovered :. Tou muſt ſeck. 


here as for ſilver, and ſearch here as for hid 
treaſure, if you would underſtand the fear of 
the Lord, and find the knowledge of God, Prov 

2. 4, 5. How enlightning, how enlivening, | 
how cleanſing, and transforming is the word 

of God ? How ſweet and deſirable are the 
Lords teſtimonies ? -When the Spirit be- 
comes the expolitor of Scripture,.. and 0- 


pens the eycsi$09., to behold | wondrous 


things 


things :out of Gods Law , and affeRs the 
heart ! oh then there is ſuch efficacy, profit, 
and ſweetneſs as is beyond compariſon. 

4. Be liberal in this duty of ſectet prayer: 
Pray with a forward, and with a free ſpirit; 

= not the time you ſpend here, for this 
1s the beſt way of turning time unto a gook 
account. Be ſenſible how good it is to draw 
nigh to God, for the promiſe is, if you draif 
nighto!God, he will draw-nigh to you, Fam, 
4.8. Draw nigh to God, and he will dray 
nigh to you; Cleanſe your hanas ye Sinners, pt- 
rifie your bearts ye double-minded, Now Gods 
drawing near, implies his being reconciled to 
us, his manifeſting his powef andgrace fot 
our help and ſupply. 'Oh rhafſtfore go un- 
to God with an holy eagerneſs, who is 
ready to meet you, and to ſatiate the we, 
foul, and to repleniſh every ſorrowful ſoul, Jet 
31, 25, We muft be much andoften with 
God, for this is the way to come to-an ac- 
quaintance with him ; and the better we are 
acquainted with him, the more we ſhall love 
him, and be ſenſible of his love tous. Hark 
to what is ſaid, Fob 22. 21. Acquaint now 
thy ſelf with him, and be at peace thereby, good 
ſhall come unto thee, 

5. In ſecret prayer , bz very particular ;; 
eaſe your Conſciences by a particular innu- 
meration of your Iniquities , and the aggra- 
vations which have heightned them. Make 
known all your wants, . before that God,who 
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« Jhas ſtyled himſelf God AH-ſufficient ; feat nt; 
, | that the Lord will be weary of hearing, or ber 
backward to. give a gracious. return, When 
: | you arc alone with God, you may. uſe: the: 
greater freedom of ſpeech ; this being partt- 
cular, will contribute much unto your bro- 

lanes of beart, with which the Lord is well- 

pleaſed , and alſo unto. your ownſenſing. of. 
your manifold wants, and making of: you 

meet to be ſupplied: 

6. Look, after ſceret. prayer. Stand. upon 
your Watch-Tower, and obſerve what- at 
ſwer is given, The Merchant hearkens af-.. 
\&f ter the Ships that he. ſends to Sea : When a 
© Petition is prefented: to a. Prince, you wait 
F hat Anſwer will be returned. Be-thus-wiſe - 
Inprayer ;-if you ſpeed not, find out the 
ment: if you do ſpeed, be: cncou- 
rage by axſwers to att Faith /in God,.and to: 
periiſt in prayer, Becauſe he has inclined bis 
ear unto mey, therefore will 1 call upon hin. as 
lang as T live, ſays David, Pfal. 116. 1. And: 
let anſwers; of prayer be matter of praiſe,. 
that Satan and Conſcience may not accuſe” 
you of, and God may not be angry at 'your: 


ingratitude. 


Thus of the Rules concerning , ſecret 

rayer, Now follow: the Arguments taper» 
unto.it. 

1, Conſider, God.ſees in ſecret ;..incſecret 

places God. ſees, for he fills both Homes: 


- ahdiEarth, his Omnipreſence is an evidetit 
_ demonſtration of his Omniſcience; as he can- 
not be confined to atyplace, 'ſo neither can ſ 
he be excluded. At things are open and a 
naked before bin, Heb. 4. 13. And as hisf| * 
ſeeing in ſecret, is matter of tertour to theſſ-" 
Ungodly , 'ſo of joy 'unto the Righteous, 
David ſpeaks both with wonder, and with] 
ladneſs, Pſal. 139. 7, 8, g, 10. ' Whithy ; 
Gal I go from thy Spirit, or whither ſhall 
flee from thy Preſence ?. If I aſcend up into © 
Heaven, thou art there; if: I make niy Bed i C 
Hell , behold thou art there; if. I take theffl © 
wings of the morning, anddwell in the utter: 
2noſt part of the Sea , even. there ſhall- thy hand 
lead me, and thy right hand (hall hold me, © In 
what ſecret corner ſoever you ave; God is 
with-you; all your fighs and groans, your 
Pm and defires. are taken notice 
of. | | 301 
2. Frequency in ſecret prayer, is a great ar- 
gtement of Vprightneſs and Sincerity, Tis a 
ſign you ſeek God himſelf; whe none! but 
God knows of your ſeeking him: What the 
Apoftle ſpeaks. of the Few, .may be'applied 
unto the Chriſtian : He isnot a Chriſtian; 
that is one outwardly, but that is one in- 
wardly, :;not © 1 0:20 but © 1s «v4#16, inot 
ſo much openly, as in ſecret , Rem,”2, 28} 291 
The praiſe of ſuch ts not of men, bur of Cod 
3. Secret prayer is 4 marvellous way to 
thrive in grace, and to grow rich towards oy 
14 : 
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By this means Faith will grow exceedingly , 
Loye will abound, and our Souls will pro- 
ſper. Some Trades-men keep a Shop, and 
drive a Trade there, and gain thereby ; but 
they have 4 ſecret way of trading, which is 
not obſerved, and by this they grow weal- 
thy in a ſhort ſpace. . .A Chriſtian that is 
much in ſecret. with God, O how much does 
þe gain ! ſuch an one, how good does he 
nd the Lord, how ready both to forgive, 
and to give; and he can ſet his Seal unto that 
truth that God zs plentzons 12 mercy unto all 
that call upon him, Pſal. 86. 5. . | 
4. Secret prayer is a means to fit for pub: 
lick, Ordinances. They that. are mott upon 
their knees 1n the Cloſet, will get moſt be- 
nefit in the SanRuary. The preparation of 
the heart is from God, and he mult in ſecret 
be ſought unto, to fit our fpirits for. ſolemn 
worſhip. Thoſe that, before they come to 
hear, pray that Goſpel may come ro them, nct_ 
in word only, but in power alſo, and the Holy 
Ghoſt, and much aſſurance; theſe are likely 
to find the Goſpel working effeftually, ang 
that 'tis the power of God to their Salyation, 
Rom. 1. 16. Thoſe that before, they come 
to the Table, examine themſelves alone, beg 
that God would ſearch them, and are im- 
Portunate for ſtrength againſt every Cor- 
ruption, for-all the fruits of Chriſt's ſuffer- 
mgs, for all the graces of the ſpirit, are not 
lizely to be ſent away ctnpty. 
T%4 a - 5. Se- 


— * v5. 0 Gs a © 


- 


66 All Prayer. 

. Secret prayer is a means to keep the in. 
preſſion of publick agties upon the heart , after 
the duties themſelves are ended. Your work is 
not over when publick Ordinances are over, | 
Has any ſin been diſcovered and reproved; 
you mult go in ſecret, and bewail it , and 
cry out, Lord, let not this, nor any iniquity 
have rhe dominion over me , Pſal. 119. 133, 
Has any duty been made manifeſt ; you 
ſhould go in ſecret, and cry, Jncline my heart 
wnto thy Teſtimonies, and make me to go un the 
path of thy Commandments, Pſal. 119. 35, 36, 
Have any gracious and holy reſolutions, by 
| the motions of the ſpirit,with the word, been 
made; you mult 'go alone, and beg, Keep 
this O Lord, for ever in the imagination of the 
thoughts of my heart, and eſtabliſh my heart 
unto thee, 1 Chron. 29.18, 

6. Secret prayer, is the way to have ſpecial 
tokens of Gods love, and thoſe joys that a ſtran- | 
er does not intermeddle with, Oh the ſweet 
meltings and thawings of the heart for ſin, 
as ''tis an abuſe of mercy, that are experi- 
enced in fecret prayer! Oh the viſits that 
chen the great Phyſician of Sovls does make! 
How ſuitably and gently do:-s he deal with 
the wounded ſpirit ! what affurance does he 
vive, that he will in no wiſe caſt out, bur give 
reſt unto the weary and heavy-laden ! ſat. 
11, 28. Oh what peace is ſpoken to the 
Saints in anſwer to prayer ! what ſweet inti- I 
mations are given, and fometimes a plero- 
phory 
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phory ahd full perfwaſion of their intereſt in 
| | that Jove which is unchangable and ever- 
| laſting ? Surely rhe ſecrer of the Lord is with 
| them tbatfear him, and he will ſhew them his 
Covenant, Plal. 25. 14: 

7. Conſider, God will reward openly : This 
Argument Chriſt uſes to enforce ſecret pray- 
er, Mat, 6, 6. Thy Father whith ſeeth in ſc- 
vret, ſball reward thee openly. As all ſecret 
wickedneſs ſhall at laſt be detected and 

uniſhed , ſo all ſecret piety and godlineſs 

all be made manifeſt before the whole 
world at the Judgment day, and the reward 
will be exceeding great and everlaſting. 


So much be ſpoken coficerniag prayer in 
the Cloſet. 
| 2, Prayer in the Family us to be inſiſted on, 
And that Family-prayet, is a duty may be 
 Ievidently proved by theſe Arguments. | 
1, The Apoſtle in the Text, .ezjoyns all 
prayer, and: Family-prayer # one kind that ho- 
ly men have uſed. Foſhua reſolves that he, 
 jandhis Houſe would ſerve the Lord , Zoe. 
24. 15. and prayer is: ſo principle a part of 
Divine Service, that in Scripture,. 'tis ſome- 
times pur for the whole, Gen. 4. ult. Then be- 
£an' men to call upon the Name of the Lord ; 
thatis, in a more -publick manner to wor- 
 Abiphim. -So of Cornelans 'tis ſaid, r4ar be 
feared God with all bu Hauſe, and;pray'd unto 
the Lord always; A. 10.2. 
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2.Familics of Belicyers are ſtytedChurches in 

Scripture, and in a Church there 1s a jayning to- | , 

gether in prayer & other exerciſes of Godlineſs, | ' 

The Apoſtle Pau! wiſhes grace and/peaceto | 

the Church in Philemons Houſe, Phil. 2. 3. | 

and v. 22, ſpeaks of their joynt-prayers, | | 

17 6eig which he truſted he ſhould be given to 

INE. 

3.. The Family ſtands in need of bleſſings, 
which they are together to beg for, and to depre- 
cate Family evils; And for encouragement, 
Chrift his promiſed, that where two or rhyee 
are gathered together in his Name, he will be 
211 the midſt of them, Mat. 18. 20, Now m 
Familics-duties, two or three are gathered to- 
gether in Chriſts Name, and his prefence may 
without preſumption be expeRed. 

4. Wrath-is threatned' upon prayerleſs Fa- 
mulics, Pour out thy Fury upon the Fam- 

« ics that call not apo thy Name, Jer.10.25.1 
grant indeed that the word Families is of fuch 
a Latitude, that it extends unto Countries 
and Kingdoms; but if there be an obligation 
npon Countrys and Kingdoms to joyn in 
calling upon God, ſurely then Familys more 
ftritty taken, are in no wife Exemp- 
ted. 


Having proved Family-Prayer a Duty, 
I ſhall lay down ſome direCtions as to the 
performance of it. 


I. BE 
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_ 7. Be ſenſible that Prayer is a Luſineſs of 
1 eater concerninent, thax any wordly buſine}s 
whatſoever. You are'indeed to be diligent 
in your Callings that are particular; but your 
general Callings is of greate(t weight. The 
general Calling is that which all are called 
to; and what are all called to? They are 
called to ſerve and gloriie God; and to 
work out their own Salvation. Prayer 1s a 
part of your Homage to the King of Heaven. 
Much Spiritual and Eternal benefit is to be 
obtained by it, therefore do it not as a by-b«- 
..{meſs, neither let every ſmall matter cauſe 
the omiſſion of it. | 

2. Bclieve that ſucceſs in your Callings de- 
perrds upon the Lords Bleſſing, the bleſſing «f 
' the Lord mak:th Rich Tays Solomon, and he, 
addeth mo Sorrow with it, Prov, 10. 22. with- 
out thee 'r;5 57 vain to riſe oþ early, and to ſit 
up late, and to eat the Bread of carefulneſs. 
Now Prayer for this bleſſing, -is the way-to 
fetchit. I grant indeed that many thrive in 
the World without Prayer ; but then IVealt/> 
is a Curſe and 4 Snare t) them, 'tis a weight 
that hinders them from aſcending into the 
Hill of the Lord, and helps to fink them in- 
to deſtruction and perdition. 

3. Let Prayer ordinarily be twice a day, as 
vader the old Law therc was a morning, and 
evening. Sacrifice, and; tet the whole Family 
wynin it if_it be poſſible; fince there are 
none, but yeed prayer, and may receive ad- 

yantage by it, | 4 Let 
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4. Let the Ford of God be read when Dray- 
er is made, that not only you , but your 
houſholds after you may be acquainted with 
the Milterys of the Goſpel, and with the 
will.of God. Abraham communicated what 
he had learned from the Lord unto his Fami- 
ly, he uſed his Authority, and commanded. 
his\ Children, and his Houſhold after him, to 
beep the way of the Lord, Gen. 18. 19. 

5. Take heed of cuſtomarineſs, and forma- 
. lity in family-Worſhip, engage always with 
a ſerious Spirit, and in every Duty ſtir up 
your ſelyes, to take hold on God. | 


I conclude with the motives to perſwade 
you to Family-Prayer. | 

I. You that are Governours have a charge 
of the Sonls that dwell under your Roof, and 
muſt anſwer for them. Therefore you are 
to pray with them; to pray for them : Elſe 
you will incur the'guilt of the Blood of Souls 
and that will lic heavy. You'provide' food 
for your Houſholds , for you are unwilling, 
it ſhould be ſaid, you are ſo much worſe 
than Infidels, as to ſuffer any to ſtarve that 
dwels with you. Oh what. unmercifulneſs 
is it, patiently to ſuffer thoſe of your Hou- 
ſhold , to go on in the way that leads to 
Damnation : And not. to call upon the Lord, 
in their hearing, that they may be ſaved ! 
_ 2. Families are the Seminaries both of 
Church and State. And therefore as you gn | 
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fire the Church may be pure, and the State 
Righteous, look well unto your Families ; 
and let Religion flouriſh in them. Reforma- 
tion indeed mult begin at Perſons, and if e- 
very one would mend one; all would be rc- 
formed. .But from perſons: it muſt proceed 
to houſes: And it theſe were but once lea- 
vened with godlyneſs; what holy Citys, and 
what.an happy Nation would there.be ! 

3. Conſider Family-Worſhip,has woefully been 
negletted of late in theſe decluning times, How 
many large conſciences, looſe principles, and 
looſe practiſes, are there to be found among 
us! We match Laodicea in Luke-warmneſs'; 
and what was ſaid of languſhing Sardzs, may 
be applied to us, that we have a name to 
Live, but are Dead, Rev. 3. 1. In many Fa- 
milies all are ſtark ſtone Dead, and there is 
a moſt unpious, and grofs neglect of God 
and Duty: and in other Families" all arc 
ready to dy, lively ſervices are rarely to be 
| _. Oh 'tis high time to awake,and vigo- 

roully to endeavour, that in our houſes the 
' Lord may be ſerved by all, and that with all 
their Heart, and all their Soul, and all their 
. mind, and all their Strength. 

I have done with Family-Prayer. 

3. Prayer, ::: the publick;Congregation and 
Aſſembly is to be ſpoken to.' Gods: Temple 
of old was ſtyled rhe Houſe of Praycr, \Luk. 

19. 46. becauſe there his people niet toge- 
ther, to ſeek.his . Face z Publick prayer is a 
, | F & grcag 
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great Ordinance, and when rightly mana- 
ged of greatiefficacy, 

Now, the Rules COncermung publick pra 
yer are theſe, 

-1. Theſe Prayers muſt be performed in 4 
known' Tongue , that all may - underſtand 
and be edified , . 1 Cor. x4. 'and they 
ſhculd be well expreſſed, nothing that'is 


raw, unfeemly, or that- borders upon non-. 


ſence, or Blaſphemy , - ſhould be brought 
forth in the. Aſſembly, 

2. Ceme at the very beginning. To come 
ate is both offenſive to God, and to ſerious 
Spirits; and -'tis:to cheat and defraud your 
own Souls ; and when you are here, let your 
geiture be reverent ; for God expects Wor- 
ſhip and adoration from your whole man; 
mternal from Soul, and external from ny 
Body. 

3.' Tak? beed of aiftraftion, ak there are 
fo many objeers to drvert you , and 'your 'hearts 
are ſo exceeging ſlippery. Remember Gods 
jealous Eye is fixed upon:you; and as he 
canact be d:cerved, ſy he cannot endure 'to 
be mock! by you, Gal. 0.7, ' 

Take hcad of carnal deſires in your *Y 
like Duties. Let not Jour ſupplications be 
like thoſe of the Phariſees and Scribes, of 
whom Chriſt ſaycs'they made prayers onely 
for a pretence & {bew,Luke,20. 47.The hypo- 
critc is like the Birds of Prey, which though 
they ſore n2ver'ſo I towards Heaven , 
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yet their-eye is ſtil] downward, that they 
niay catch ſomething. Be not ſeemingly de- 
oout in the Congregation, that you may the 
more \unſuſpetedly be anjſt in ſhops, and 
ſecretly intemperate and unclean, But 
be very fincere in your publick addreſſes un- 
to God ;z as knowing you have to do with 
him, that ſees not as man.ſees, that judges not 
according to outward appearance ; but tries 
the heart and veins. | | 


' Andto perſwade you to this publike Pray- 
er, conſider, : 

1. God is hereby Acknowledged and He- 
noured, His people hereby teſtiſy "to the 
World, that there is a Lord in Heaven, 
whom they worſhip, and from whom they 
have their expeRation;. And indeed' this is 
one reaſon of publick inſtitutions, that we 
may make a profeſhon'to the world whoſe 
we are and whom we ſerve: | 
* 2, The Lord vourhſafes ſomething to his pec- 
ple in the Santtuary', that" elſewhere ts not to 
be found, David was inan admirable frame 
when hc was in the Wilderneſs of Judah; 
God was liberal to him both'of Grace and 
Comfort : but he is not ſatisficd, becauſe de- 
prived of. publick ordinances that were ad- 
miniſtred inthe tabernacle:: therefore hecrys 
out, Ay:Soul thirſteth for thee, my Fleſh lon- 
geth for thee,” to. ſee thy power and thy glory 
 ſoas [bave'ſrenthce rim ther BanCtuary,: £ſad. 
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3. The-nnited prayers of many Saints toge- 


gether, 15: ſtronger , and more apt to pravail, 


Uis nnita: fortzor, much fire together gives 


the greater heat; and many waters joyned, 
run with more violence : and in like manner, 
when. 8 great congregation joyns together as 
one man to wreftle with God in prayer, how 
Succeſsful are they like to be! Abrahama- 
lone had like to have prevail'd for Sodom; 
bur put the caſe there had been an aſſembly 
of righteous ones, belonging to Sodom, that 
. had joyned with Abraham in prayer, ſurely 
the City had been ſpared, 


I have dispatched: vocal Prayer, which 1 
divided into three kinds, ſecret, family, and 
publick. 

2, In the ſecond late [ come to ſpeak of 
Mental Prayer, when the heart alone with- 
out the tongue is engaged. Now this Mental 
prayer is two fold;far{t,-wore Solemn;Secondly, 
more Sudden and Ejaculatory, 'Tis lawfull 
and poſſible to pray —_ with the heart in a 
more ſolemn manner, & truly in ſome places 
and in ſome circumſtances, words :may not 
be ſo: convenient to 'be uttered ; but where 
'tis convenient, words ſhould be uſed, be- 
caufe!'tis ditficult:to pray any while only in 
theheart; and do.it without roaving, 

But Mental prayer, that is more fudden 
and-cjaculatory,” [ſhall a little dilate upon, 


) 


1 1F I prayer, [the Soul lifts oY it -- 
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| to God, in ſome ſhort deſire and requeſt. 


Thus Moſes cryed unto God, Exod. 14. 15. 

yet we read not of a word, uttered. 
Thus Nehemiah prayed , when King Artax- 
erxes was ſpeaking to him, Neh. 2. 4. Theſe 
holy ejaculations are the very breathings of 
the new creature; they mightily help to 
keep down the luftings of the Fleſh; and to 

ſerve us unſpotted by the world, or the 
unclean God of it ; but the heart hereby is 
kept cloſe to the God of heaven. 

Concerning this mental ejaculatory Pra- 
yer let theſe directions be obſerved. 1. Let 
the heart frequently be ſending" up deſires to 
Gol, all true defires are obſerved, are plea- 


ig tohim, and ſhall be ſatisfied ; let- theſe 
c 


fires therefore be ſtrong, and principally 
after the greateſt ; that is to fay, Spiritual 
bleſſings. 

2. In all your civil employments>,” let your 
bearts ever and anon be thus engaged; this 
will make, and keep you Spiritual; 'twil 
hinder your eftrangment from God, and 
your being enſnared by the unrighteous 
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3. Let every temptation at the very firſt be 
refiſted by this kind of prayer : thus watch and 
Pray, that ye enter not into Temptation, Mat. 
26, 41. Oh ſigh and groan to the God of all 
grace, when you find Satan affaulting, and 
a finful and deceitfull heart ready, to yeild , 
that you may have grace to help in the time of 
weed; Heb, 4. ult. | 4. Let 


© g6 All Prayer. 
4..-Let this ſort: of Prayer, begin and gnd 
every duty ;. figh before for aſſiſtance,” and figh 
afterwards for acceptance ; and that inhir- 
mities through Chrilt Jeſus, may be- paſſed 
by, and that you may. obtain ſome Spiritual 
advantage by every ordinance, 
F+ Begin and end every day with mental 
Prayer ; afſoon as ever you awake, there are 
many. watching for your firſt thoughts ; $4- 
tan,'and1in, and the. world will have, them, 
if your Souls ,arc not lifted up to the 1Lord, 
Let him be laſt likewiſe in. your thoughts : 
this is the way to {ze down in Peace and Safety, 
Pal, 4. ult, TY 
/ 6, Eſpecially upon the Sabbath day;ejaculas 
gory prayer. ſhould be abundant :, you, mult not 
then: think, your own thoughts, nor find. Jour 
o.pn pleaſures. Holy dcfires ſhould ifſue forth 
continually, Sabbaths wonld be gainful-ſca- 
ſons indeeg,. were they but thus improved. 
7. Mix mental Praiſe and Prayer together, 
Let:your Souls, and all that is within you, 
blefſe the Lord upon every raanifeltation of 


his goodneſs, as well as dclire bleſſings from: 


him. 


- And thus have I gon over the parts, | and 
kinds of Prayer,,mch work, indeed | have told 
you of, . þut the more werk the better; for the 


107C ;CYACE 1s to be expected, in order” to - 


the performing of what; is required.. I ſhall 
conclude with a very brick Application in two 
words. : 
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1, How ſharply are. they to be xeproved, 
that inſtead of praying with all prayer, Mſe no 
prayer, but live in the almoſt total neglet 
of this duty. Gantt own av 

2. Be perſwaded to pray ith all Prayer. 
All prayer thatGod has appointed,he is ready 
to hear; in all prayer the name- of. Chrilt 
may be uſed, nk the promiſes of Ggd;which 
are ſure, exceeding great and precious; may 
be pleaded : ane how glad. may we be that 
the Lord has appointed ſo many ſugceſsful 
wayes of ſeeking him ,, wherein he has-con- 
ſulted the variety of our conditions and ne- 
ceſſitys? . ©o much for the ſecond Doctrine, 
That all Prayer z5ro be uſed, | 

D. 3.: Prayer when rightly performed,ss Syp- 
plication in the Spirit.” Indeed all our, wor{hip 
of God who is a Spirit,muſt be 11 Spirit and #3 


*trath, | Zoh. 4.24. elſe 'tis in truth, no wor- 


ſhip. As the body without the Spirit is:dead, 


* ſodntys without Spirit are dead alſo.” 


In the handling of this point, I ſhall ficſt 
open to you what 'tis to pray #1 the Spyrit,, Se- 


condly, Lay down the reaſons of the Dottrme. 


Thirdly, Anſwer ſome caſes of conſcrence about 


praying in the Spirit, Laſtly, make applica- 


tion, | 

Firſt, What 'tis ro pray 3n Spiriz. This, as 

I have already -intimated, refers both to.the 

Spirit of him that prays, and alſo to the Sprrir 
of God, \who helps to pray. SIND 

7: This praying in the Spirti refers yo 4 

| the 
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F of bins that ;, and ſeveral thin fe 
dudes £90 g 


7b 
the 
are 
7, To pray with our ſpirit, implies, | ': 
pray with underſtanding. I will pray with the 
ſpirit,- andl I will pray with under ftanding alſu 
1 Cor; 14. 15. we muſt not only un | 
the words that are ſpoken, but alſo, and thaf Y 
principally, the worth of thoſe things which 


we Petition for ; we muſt likewiſe in ſome] * 


meaſure be acquainted with the All-ſufficies 
cy and Faithfulneſs of 'that God whom we 
pray to, and with aur own indigency tha 
are-thePetitioners. The Arhen:ans had arfi .. 
- Altar dedicated , Ayrore 3t9, to the unkzomly 
. God, AQ. 1 and theyate fail jgnorant  .. 
I ro worſhip flng and mndly all their. — : 


depencrated into ſuperſtition. We 
know the Lord and our ſelves, what his pro- 
"miſes and or 'own Needs are, 'elfe prayet 
wilt be of no account. 

2, Fo 'pray with our . ſpirit”, implies, 
with ” nrAiſcerning between things 
Im, There is-as vaſt adifference Ky 
tween Sin agd-Holinefs,. as there is between 
"Deformity and'Beanty:: There-is ,as:vaſt a 
"Uifference 'between the - Creature and -the 
Creator, as there is between the brokgn 
* Cifterhs that can hold nowater , and rhe 'Foun- 
tain of liomg waters, 'Jer. 2, 12,13. Be a- 
Faniſhed Oye Heavensat this; behorribly a- 

fratd ; be ye very''deſolate ſaith the Lord, for 
"” prople 7 Cormurted' two evils, they _ 
or 
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it forſaken me, the Fountain of ti waters, 
1 hewed them" out ere oyr; Ciſterns 
| that can Wot #0 Water. There 'is as vaſt a 
difference between a Rate 'of Grace, and 'a 
Rate of Wrath, as there is between Heaven 
Ind Hell. Now he'thatprays, : muſt bedp- 
prehenſive of. all this ; and a betieving: 
prehenſion of it, will make him Garnett Tor 
the loving kindneſs of the Lord, and-thirhe 
may taſte more and'more'of the/Formtain of 
living waters, and be cleanſed from all de- 
filertients. 2 007 | 

+3. To'pray with'our ſpirits, implies; to:pray 
with intenrion of mind; Abrahdmadrove 

the fowls that aid tight upon his Sacrifice, Gen. 
"15. and ſo ſhould we'driveawiy the imper- 
"*tinent and ſinful, and troyblefomme thoughts 
{that ariſe, or” arecinjeded "into \vbr hearts, 

"when" we" engage in ſprayer. . '>Ovr heatts 

Eeanndt wander 'in the'fſeaſt , 'but'they are 

'eſpied by him, whoſe'ame & jexlbue, We 

-ſhouta thereforedeſire that the Lord himſelf, 
\whoholds the wind irhis Fiſts, *woutd feirc 

'upon our more unruly hearts, and keepthem 

cloſe to himſelf in duty, eſpecially contider- 

"hg ere” are !folne kind of diſtractions that 
"tlliflie'and make void, prayer;;: diftractions | 
"that are not regarded , 'not kamented, not 
watthed, or ſtriveri'apainſt, 

' 4; To pray with our ſpirits, -implies, 'to 
pray with ſpiritual” affittions. : Theaffettions 

are the wings of the 'Soul ; andthe Soubis 


carried 
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carried cither-to, or from any thing, accop] x 
ding as the affetionsare.inclined. The Apol ( 
{tle exhorting to ſeek the things that are af + 
bove , preſently adds; ſer your affettion af 
things above , Col. 3. 1,2. intimating , well y 
ſhall never ſeek the things above in good earf | 

c 

{ 


neſt, unleſs our affetions be placed on them, 
Thoſe affections that have! evil for their ob} 
ze, mult ſpend their ftrength upsn ſin, whit | 
is the worſt of all evils. Sin muſt be hatelf ; 
. molt perfeRly ;; fin muſt; cauſe the deepel 
ſorrow; fin muſt be molt feared; and + 
 gainſt fin, the heart ſhould riſe with the great 
cſt indignation. Thoſe affections that hay 
. good for their objeft, as love, deſire, and the 
like, ſhould: run with 2 full ſtream towards 
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. "Tis faid of Zudah, that: they ſought .rhhe Lord 
- with their whole deſire, 'and he was found of 
them. 
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-.. 2, Thispraying in the fpirit ,. refers to, 
Spirit of God who helps to, pray. . The Apoll 

- Fade exhorts to build yp our ſelves on, out 

moſt holy Faith,and to pray inthe Holy, bf 
; Jud. 20..and ſo to keep-,our ſelves in the 
. love of God; looking for.the mercy. of out 
-Lord Jeſas Chriit unto Eternal life. Neu 

| | ne 
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the operation, or working of the ſpirit of 
God in prayer, I ſhall explain in theſe par- 
ticulars. 

I. The Spirit of God teaches Believers for 
* what to pray; he opens their eyes to under- 
ty Rand the Word, and to know what the Will 
1s of the Lord is. We know net, ſays the Apo- 
I tle, what we ſhould pray for as we ought, but 
J the [pirit maksth interceſſion for the Saints, ac- 
ty cording'to the Will of God, Rom. 8. 27. 
i. 2, Theſ pirit 7e-10ves impediments to prayer; 

he turns that love, that naturally is in the 
$ heart to ſin, into hatred; he cauſes the 
'S World that was Idolized, to be contemned ; 
_ he cures. that infidelity, in reference to the 
| gcellency of ſpiritual 'things, that the un- 


renewed Soul isfnll of; as alſo that enmity 
wainſt God and Holineſs, which was in the 
mind all the while 'twas Carnal. Where the 
Opirit of the Gord is, there 45 liberty, 2:Cor. 
3. 17, the Fetters are knockt off, the Clogs 
FT removed, the Soul is brought out of Priſon, 
© and is made free, both unto the performance' 
of duty, and free 3» the performance of 
if, 
. 3. The Spirit encourages unto prayer 5 he 
lets Believers underſtand, that nuw ts the ac- 
cepred time, that now 14 .the day of Salva ion, 
2 Cor. 6.2. i Wherefore, he ſaith, { bav 
heard thee in a time accepted, in a day of Sal- 
| #arzon have I ſuccoured thee; behold, now-is the 
P Aceptedrtinnes bebald, _ the day of Salua- 
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r50q, Though the Lord ſhould have. been 
ſought much ſooner, yet tis not too late to | | 
ſcel; him now, he will be found by the hear- 
ty ſeeker : ſuch ſeeking ſhall not be in vain, 
Dent. 4.29. But if from thence thou ſhalt ſeek 
the Lord thy God, thou ſhalt find him, if thok 
ſeek him with all thy heart, and with all” thy 

onl, 
4 4. The Spirit enables Believers to aft 
thoſe graces that are required in prayer, There 
are four graces eſpecially that ſhonld be ex- 
erciſed in our ſupplicattons, Humlity, Faith, 
Love, Paticnce, 

1. Humility, The Lord has a ſpecial r& 
card to the Humble ; whereas the Proud be 
knows afar of, and has threatned ro reſiſt t 
Proud. The humble foul has high and aw 
apprehenſions of God in prayer, and meay 
very mean thoughts of it ſelf. Abraham ws 
humble,+when he ſaid, Peholg I have tak} t 
upon we to ſpeak; unto the Lord, who am bx 1 
auft and aſhes, Jer.18. 27. Fob was humbky « 
'when he ſaid, Mine eye ſeeth thee , wherefanl | 
1 abhor my ſeif. The good Angels themſelve] 1 
arc humble, though never in the leaſt offet} t 
ders; the Cherubins cover their faces with 1 

I 
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their wings, and cry out, boly, hely, holy, # 
the Lord. of Hoſts, 'the whole Earth 4s fill 
with his glory. How-vile then ſhould wet 
in our own eyes, who-by our guilt are ſo 0 
noxious; who have {0 many foul ſpots ar 
ſtains a2pon' our fouls, which: are-the effecay |. 
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of fin, nay, whoſe very Righteouſneſſes are 
but as filthy raggs ? 1/4. 64. 6. 

2. Faith is to be afted in prayer ; and truly 
we may come with confidence to the Throne 
of Grace, if we confider the power of God, 
which is not only moi Mighty , but Al- 
mighty. I am God Almighty, ſaith the Lord 
to Abraham, the FathEr of the Faithful. He 
tan do more for us, than we can defire ſhould 


'bedone for us. Nothing is too hard for him; 


and although all other helps fail , he_ needs 
them not, his Arm, when alone, can brin 

Salvation, Iſa. 59. 16. This power of- God 
tnay ſafely. be relyed on, for he is alſo fullof 
mercy, Pſal. 62. alt. God hath ſpoken once, 
twice have I heard this, that power belongeth 
knto God, alſo unto thee belongeth mercy. Da- 
vid was encouraged by this in. his ſupplicati- 
ons, Pfal. 25. 6. Remember, O Lord, thy 
tender mercies, and thy loving kindneſſes, for 
they have been ever of old, And we have not 
dnly an intimation of Gods merciful nature, 
but in hisCovenant, he has promiſed to ſhew 
mercy, for this he delights in ; and Chriſt is 
the Mediatour of this Covenant, ſofft 'tis 
moſt ſure. Hark to the Apoſtle, Zeb. 8, 10. 
12. This is the Covenant that I will mak, faith 
the Lord, 7 will put my Laws m ther minds,” 
wid write them in their hearts; I will teto 


them a God, ayd they ſhall be to me a people ; 


2 i 2 
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for I will be' merciful to their Unrighteouſneſs, 
ard their Sins and Iniquities I will remember na 
more, 

3. Loversto be atted in prayer; there'mulſt 
be a love to our Neighbour, and they muſt 
from the heart be forgiven, that have Treſ- 
paſſed again{t us ; ſhall we think much of a 
few Pence, when we are Debtors many 
thouſand Talents ? But principally, there 
muſt be love to the Lord expreſſed in prayer, 
his favour and fellowſhip with kim muſt be 
longed for; the ſ- ul muſt thirſt for God, for 
the livi g God, as the chaſed Hart after the 
water-brocks, 4.2. 1,2. And when he does 
manifeſt himſelf, he muſt be rejoyced and 
delighted in, and his grace admired, what- 
ever is received. 

4. Patience is alſo to be atted in prayer: 
there muſt be a patient waiting in this duty, 
a right underſtanding of Gods Wiſdom and 
Faithfulneſs, that he knows what, and when 
to give, and will do it in the beſt ; both time 
and meaſure, will be a great means to cure 
our over-haſtineſs. David is to be imitated, 
who faid, I waited patiently for the Lord, and 
he loſt nothing by it; for it follows, He m 
clined his ear unto me, and heard my cry, Pal, 
40. 1. Theſe are the -graces which the Spirit 
enables Belicvers to act in prayer, 

5. The Spirit direfs Believers unto Chriſt, 
as the alone prevailing Advocate, We ate 
faid to have acceſs to the Father, by rhe Spi- 
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rit, and through the Son, Eph. 2. 18: The 
Spirit leads us to Chriſt as the Mediator, 
whois the way unto God. The Spirit ſhews, 
that God having given Ciriſt, has opened 
through him, the treaſur $ of his grace, and 
ſor his ſake will give frecly all things. The 
Spirit ſtill is turning the cye of the Believer 
towards the Lord:Jcſus, and in prayer in- 
ſtruXs us how to emprove his relation to 46; 
who is bone of our bone, fleſh of our fleſh, 
and is become an Head -.and Husband to us : 
How to improve his ſuffermgs, by which, all 
that we necd has been procured : How to 
improve his —— , Which as 'tis jnceſ- 
ſant, ſo 'tis never denyed ; and finally, How 
to zmprove his Power and Authoruy ; for he 
can do what he will, both in Heaven, and in 
Earth, He is the Prince of Pcace, and the 
Lord of Life and Glory ; he can give Peace, 
and Life, and Glory to whom he pleaſ- 
cth. 

6. The Spirit makes Belicyers ſincere 17 
their aimes when they pray. They dcfign the 
Hallowing, and Honouring of Gods Name, 
as well as their own welfare. They beg for 
pardon and grace, not only becauſe 'tis good - 
for themſelves to have theſe, but likewiſe, 
becauſe the Lord glories his grace, and mer- 
cy, and goodneſs, in forgiving , and healing, 


and ſaving thoſe that cry and fly to him. 


Thus you ſee what 'tis to pray in the Spi- 
fit; and conſequently it does not lye barely, 
3 either 


a6 " Supplication mm the Spirit. 
Either in fluency of utterance, or in variety of 
" Expreſſions, or in multitude of words. 


New follow the Reaſons of the Doctrine, 
and they are of two ſorts: Firſt, Why our 
own ſpirits ſhould engage in prayer, 

1, Becauſe God zs a ſpirit , our Lord af- 
ſigns this as a Reaſon why worſhip ſhould 
be in ſpirit, becauſe God 1s a Spirit, who is 
worſhipped. | 

2, He principally requires our ſpirits. My 
Son, give me thy heart, Prov. 23. 26, And 


truly he does narrowly obſerve where our - 


hearts are, when we are at prayer ; and no 
wonder, for our ſpirits are moſt capable of 
ſerving him.To admire, fear, love,truſt in him, 
theſe are the principal ways of worſhipping 
him, and this is done with the heart. 

3. Without our ſpirits , prayer is but a mocke- 
ry. If when the Lord is honoured with the 
mouth, the heart be far from him, God ſays, 
1m vatn do they worſhip me, and I will not hold 
them gmltleſs. And this you may obſerve, 
that when our hearts are not engaged in 
prayer, they are commanded by he Lords 
" Enemies: Sin, the world, and Satan, do de- 

tain them, | | | 


The ſecond ſort. of Reaſons are, why we 
muſt pray by the help of the Spirit of God ; 
His affiſtance is neceſlary, ": 


1, 
—- 
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1. Becauſe of our darkneſs, we of our ſelves 
know not God , nor his Will, nor ouf ewn 
greateſt Neetls, nor whercin lyes our great | 
-intereſt and truelt happineſs. 

2. Becauſe of our deadneſs ; active we arc 
as to fin, but unto prayer indiſpoſed ; the 
dead man muſt be lifted and carried, for of 
himſelf he cannot ſtir ; We that naturally 
are without ſtrength, nay without life, can- 
not lift up our ſouls to God, unleſs the ſpirit 
lift them up to him.” 

3. Becauſe of the oppoſition that is made by 
the evil one, When we come to the Mercy- 
ſeat, the Devil makes nothing of taking the 
right hand of us, he is ready to reſtſt 7, as 
he did Foſhna the high Pricſt, Zach 3. 1. and- 
we are not able to withſtand him, unleſs the. 
Spirit of God, who is infinitely ſtronger, re- 
buke him for vs. IN 
4. The Spirits aſſiſtance is: neceſlary "4 

prayer, becauſe of that natural averſneſs t# 
our own hearts unto what is good ; whereas we 
ſhould hate the evil, and love the good; we. 

hate the good, and love the evil; nay.in the 

very beſt, there is a law m the:members, 
which wars againſt the law of the mind,:and 
evil is preſent, If the Spirit were not alſo 
mightily and gracioufly preſcnt, there would 
be an utter inability as to prayer, or any du- 
- ty which God requires. 


In. th: third plice, I am to anfver ſome 
we] G 4. caſes 
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Caſes of Conſcience concerning the Spirit 
of. Prayer. | 

I. Whether all Believers bave the Spirit «f 
Prayer f 6 Pl 

I anſwer, that all true Believers have this 
Spirit, For the ſpirit of Grace, which all 
Saints have reccived, 1s alſo a ſpirit of ſup- 
plication, Zech. 12. 10.and the Apoſtle "cx- 
preſly fayes, if any man bave not the ſyirit 
of Chriſt be is none of his 

2. Whether only Believers have the ſpirit 
cf Prayer 2 

I anſwer ; The /prrit of prayer is peculiar 
ts Believers ; for where the holy Ghoſt does 
help the heart to pray, he cleanſes the 


heart from what before defiled it, and turns. 
the heart and the deſires of it towards God z 


ſo that thats now the Language, Pſal. «3, 
25. Wham have 1 in Heaven but thee, and 


here 15s. none- on Earth that I deſire beſides © 


ee. | 
3. Whether the Spirit of Prayer may not 
be loſt £7 | 

I anſwer, ; that the Spirit may be grieved, 
by our corruptions, when they prevail, and 
when we. grovv flothful and heedleſs hovv 
vve enter into Temptation ; and being prie- 
cd, may withdraw his quickning and aſſiſting 


mfluenccs : But the Spirit is ever quite loft. 


by thoſe that have been truly renewed by 
him. He abiaes fer ever where he has con- 


fererated any to be his Temple, Joh, 14. 16. 


David . 
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- | Davidafter his fall, ſays, Reſtore unto me the 
oy of thy Salvation, to ſhew that his joy was 

ey but he prayes T ake ot thy holy Spirit 
from me, to ſignifie that the Spirit was not 
quite departed, though that departure was 
deſerved and feared. 

4. May not perſons excel4n the gift of pray- 
er, that yet are void of the Spirit ? I anfwer 
in the affirmitive. The gift of prayer may 
only ſerve to puff up protcfſours with Pride ; 
how are ſuch pleaſed in reflecting upon the 
repute they. have gained by their enlarged- 

' neſs in expreſſion! And this pride is not check- 
ed, is not abhorred. The words of pray- 
er may be uſcd, and a carnal worldly deſfigne 
carried on, Hypocrites aime at an eminen- 
cy in gifts, that they may paſs for godly; 
and under the cloak of Religion, cover their 
wickedneſs : and in their moſt enlarged ſup- 
plications, they aime at their own ale 
fame, and are *prodigiouſly deſtitute of the 
fear of God, 'Tis certain the gift of Pray- 
er may bc in the unſound hearted ; for even 
the gift of Prophelie, which the Apoſtle pre- 
fers before other gifts, we find in wicked men, 
Mat. 7.22, 23, many will ſay unto me in that 
day, Lord, Lord, have we not propheſied in thy 
Name ? Then will T profeſs unto them I never 
knew you; depart from me ye workers of 1niqus- 


FY. 

- 5.May not ſome that have theSpirit of Pray- 

Fr, be very weak.in the. gift of utterance ? 
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l anſwer yes, There was much of the ſpj- 
rit of prayer in Hezekiah, when he chatte- 
red like a Crane or Swallow, and monrned like 
& Dove, Eſa. 38. 14. The Lord regards not 
ſo much the expreſſion as affection: and 
the heart may be ſincere in its defires; when 
not onely becauſe of the frengrh of thoſe de- 
fires, but alſo through confuſion, there wants 
- utterance. * Let not thoſe therefore that are 
but weak in expreſſion be diſcouraged ;* for 
the heart may highly value Mercy andGrace, 
and obtain both. when prayer is but liſped, 
and ftammered forth by the Tongue. 


Now follows the Application, | 
And Uſe 1. is of reproof, which belongs 
+1. To them who, pray indeed, but ther 
Hearts and Spirits pray not with them, They 


«put the Lord off with the bended knees ; the 
Riretched forth hands; the lifted up eyes; 


the labour of the lips ; the fruit of their in- 
vention; but all this while their hearts are not 
with him; and their affections run a who- 
ring after their vanities and iniquities. The 
prayers of ſuch difſemblers are dead prayers : 
and truly are to- be' numbred among their 


- dead works: and their prayers being not 


minded by themſelves, how ſhould God 
have regard to them, unleſs it be to hate and 


puniſh them ? 
2. They are to be reproved,who makg light 


of the Spirit of® Gea, and of his aſſiſtance po 
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this duty of prayer. They account the aid of 
the holy Ghoſt, a needleſs, a notional, and 
imaginary thing. Such never knew what 'tis 
to wreſtle with God, what 'tis to ſigh, and 

roan, and be as it were in Travel: till the 
efſings beg'd for are obtained, Oh how 
impoſhble js it, that Nature ſhould rife thus 
high, till the Spirit do renew and elevate 
it? » Sy 


Uſe, 2. Of Trial, whether we have the Spi- 
rit of Prayer or no? And this may be dif 
terned by theſe following ſigns : 

I. Thoſe that have the Spirit of Prayer, 
by the Spirit have been convinced of ſim, Joh. 
16. 8, he has diſcovered fin, .broken their 
hearts for it; and 'tis now become a load to 
them , though before they loved it never ſo 
ny: Before ny hid fin, now they 

Y it open in prayer ; before they excuſed it, 
now they aggravate it; and judg them- 
os worthy of Hell and Wrath, becauſe 
of it. 

2, Thoſe that have the Spirit of Prayer, 
are made ro look, unto Chriſt crucified, Zach. 
12. 10, [will pour out upon the Houſe of Da- 
vid and the inhabitants of Feruſalem, the ſpi- 
tit of ſupplication : Then ſhall they look upon 
him whom they have peirced and mourn for him, 
and be in bitterneſs as one 1s in bitterneſs for 
the lofs of a firſt born, Chiiſt ihed is lookt 
ppon by ſuch with a weeping Eye ; becauſe 


4; 
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Their fin was the cauſe of his (ufferings ; and 
with an eye of dependance, for all their ex- 
pectation of Grace, and Peace, and Life, 

1s through Him alone. 
3. They that have the Spirit of Prayer, 
are earneſt for the fruvis, and graces of the 
Sprrit ; that Love, joy, Peace, 1.07 ſuffering,: 
Gemleneſſe, Goodneſs, Faith, 7Meckyiſſe, Tem: 
perance. . All which the Apoltle enunerates, 
Gal. 5. 22,23. may bein them, and abound: 
and they are.reftleſs in prayer ſor the mortift 
cation of the deeds of the fic{h; for they con- 
Aider what is ſaid, Rom, 8. 13. If ye /ive afiey 
tbe fleſh, ye (ball aye * but if ye through the Spartt 
mortify the deeds of the body, ye ſhall live. 

4. They that- have the-<pirit of prayen 

are enabled fo po unto God as unio 4 father, 

Gal. 4 6. And bceauſe ye are Sons, God hath 
ſem forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearty, 
crying Abba, Father. Not but that doubts and 
fears may be in thoſe that have the Spirit; 
witneſfſe the Pſalmiſt, who cryed out, wil the 
Lord caſt off for ever ? and will he be favoura- 
ble no more ? is his mercy clear gon tor ever? 
And doth his promiſe fail for cucrmore ? hath 
God forgotten to be gracious ? hath he in anger 
Jhut up bis tender mercyes ?* Pal, 77. 7.8.9. 
Burt at length, and truly it may be long firſt, 
faith gets the better 'of unbelief. Many that 
are the Chil-iren of God cannot always call 
him Father, yet even then they go to himy 
and are nof®quite beat off from him ; Fre 
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there is a Secret 7 r1/t, that he has ſome gra- 
cious reſpect to them : and by this they are 
enconraged {till to perfiit in prayer. | 


Uſe 3 of Exhortation. Prize and value the 
Spirit of Fraycy ; - as without his help you 
cannot pray to any purpoſe ; ſo he can make 
prayer mightily pravailing. The __ will 
create an holy boidne:s in your accefle to the 
throne of grace : he will enlarge your hearts 
in this dviy; which enlargements are not 
without ſweetneſs, and great ſatisfaction. 
Tke Spirit will draw up and indite ſuch pe- 
titions for you, as will not be denyed : and 
piye ſome encouraging intimation of your 

ing accepted, and anſwered, in the be- 
loved. 
| Now, if you would have the Spirit of Pra- 
yer, follow theſe diretions: 1. Reſt net 
in the bare gift of Prayer ; let it not ſatisfy 


; you, that you have a praying tongue, and 
no more: all your Supplications are but a 


flattering the Lord with your lips,and a lying 
unto him with your tongues, while your 
hearts are not right with him, Pal. 7g. 36, 


4 Be ſenſible of your need of the Spirit : 
light and liberty, life and- livelineſs, are the 
effects of the Spirit ; good motions, holy af- 
fetions, are his off-ſpring : without him 


' .you will be like Pharaohs Chariots, when 
| the wheels were taken off, and-drive on hea- 


vily ; 


. 
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vily;but he can make your Souls /ike the Cha- 
riots of Amminadib, Cant, 6. 12, 

3. Part with every thing that grieves the 
Spirit ; foſter not any luſt or inordinate af- 
ſection, that may render your hearts an un- 
pleaſant habitation to him. 

: 4+ Frequently beg for the Spirit; and Eſpe- 
cially m ; this will be a ſfgn that you in- 
deed defire him. Plead the promiſes which 
you find, Lk, 11, 13. If ye then being evil, 
now -how to give good gifts to your Childyen ; 
how much more ſhall your heavenly Father give 
the holy Spirit unto them that ak, him? And 
what God has promifed, Chriſt died that he 
might purchaſe : nay, Chriſt has prayed that 
the Spirit might be beſtowed, Foh. 14. 16. 
And therefore you may pray with the greater 
encouragement ' and aſſurance. Thus con- 
cerriing that third doctrine ; that Prayer,when 
 rzghtly performed is Supplication in the Spirit, 


D. 4. 1: Prayer , Watching is a neceſſary 
egreatent, Watching 1$.a dutywhich the great 
Prophet Chriſt himſelf frequently preſſed, 
and the injunction is general, What 7 ſay. 
unto you, { ſay unto all, Watch, Mar. 13. 37, 
He knew that a Spiritual Lethargie, is a dif- 
eaſe molt mcident, But if at any time, ſure- 
ly in holy duties this heedleſneſs and ſleepy- 
nefs, does diſcover it ſelf ; we had need there- 
fore to rouſe up our Spirits, that are ſo ſlug-, 
@fh' naturally; Deborah ſpeaks to au 

| : Our. 
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four times, Awake, awake ; Deborab, Awake, 
awake, iter « Song, Fudg, 5,12. Wehave 
necd thus again and again to call upon our 

 £ouls ro Awake, and be Waichfwl , when a- 
bout to utter a prayer. Watching and pray- 
ing are joyned in Scripture ; and not only ſo, 
but Watching is required 2 Prayer, Col. 4. 
2: Continne in Prayer, and Watch in the ſame 
with Thankſgiving : 10 1 Pet. 4.. 7.” But the 

'end of all things is at hand, be ye therefore S0- 
ber, and Watch unto Prayer. . 

' In the handling of this doftrine, I ſhall firſt 
ſhew what we are tos Watch. againſt in Prayer. 
Secondly ,What we are to Watch over; Thirdly, 
4 hat we are toWatch for; Fourthly, What man. 

. ner of Watching is required in Prayer : Fifthly, 

*Gzve the reaſons why Watching is ſo neceſſary z 

Laſtly, make Application. 

In the firſt place, I am to tell you, What 
we are to Watch againſt tÞrayer. 

1. We mult watt ſt indwelling core 
ruption, There is a Law m our Members 
that wars againſt the Law'of our minds; and 
this Law in our members commands quite 
contrary to the Law of God, This Law 
ſays; pray not at all; but eſpecially forbeds 
ſeriouſneſs and fervency in Prayer ; and if not 
watchful, this Law will ſway and over-rule 
us, and bring'us into captivity to the. Law 

of fm: VVe had need look to our felves, 

fot when: we have thoughts of doing good, 

evil will-pepreſent with kw, Rom. 7.21. a 
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- if care be not taken, the evil will hinder our 
doing of the good. Oh how deep is the cor- 


ruption of our Nature ! How deſperatcly 


- wicked is the heart of man! How great 
are the remainders of fin, in thoſe that are 
moſt renewed! And fince the remaining 
Fleſh (till does luſt againſt the Spirit, thisFleſh 

| Is to be narrowly eyed, that it may be weak- 


ned, checked, elſe 'twill ſpoil all ofr ſervices,” 


2, When praying,we muſt watch againſt the 
evilOne.Satan likes not to ſee us at theThrone 
of Grace,becauſe he knows & has felt the ſuf- 
ficiency of that grace, that believers obtairi 
there : 1 beſought the Lord, ſays the Apoſtle, 
when buffeted by the meſſenger of Satan, 2 
 Cor.12. 8. and the power of Chriſt ſo reſted upon 
bim,thatSatan had no power unleſs it were full 
ſore againſt his will, to keep him humble, and 
to hinder his being exalted above meafure, 
The Devil theref ight-and main with- 
ands us in Pray nd how many are his 
wiles, that he may keep us off from this mot 
advantagious Duty! Sometimeshe objects 
the difficulty of Prayer, ſomtimes he ſays, 
'tis needleſs to ſpend ſo much time therein ; 
ſometimes, "ts fruitleſs ; and that little comes 
of all our Cryes and Tears; ſometimes he 
' Propoſes other buſmeſs to be don, that - we 
may be diverted; ſometimes he rh#earens to 
appear to us, that he may affright us from' the 
Mercy Seat. How buſy is our: adverſary 


the Devil, we ſhould. be DE 
| - an 


A, ©» 2 _a%- 


we... ww Yo ww, ct, oo cc = O©ut es. a> aA LL woes on we ea ww 


| Watch in Prayer. | 97 
and watch againſt his wiles ; and do our du- 
ty withorft crediting. or regarding his inſti 
gSations. | 

3. When praying, we muſt, watch againſt 
the cares of this world, Our Lord cautions a- - 
Sainſt over ſolicitouſneſs, What we ſkall eat, 
what we ſhall drink, wherewithal we ſhall be 
tlothed: as that - which would hinder us 
from ſeckin the kingdom of God, and his 
Eirbreouſnef? Mart. 6. 32, 33. Earthly care 
will allow but little or no- time to Prayer, 
and does very much diſtra&t the Heart in 
that duty. Worldly projects make bold to 
come into the thoughts ; and ſecular buſi- 
neſs and imployments are minded, even then 
when the Lord ſeems to be Worſhiped. Sure- 
lytis our wiſdom to heed theApoſtle,Phil.4.6 
he careful for norhing, but in every thing by 
prayer and ſupplication with thanksgiving, , let 
Jour requeſts be made known un- 3 oa 
to Ged, Prayer is an Antidote a- £ 2 66g 
gainſt this care, as this care is an 1yher. 
mpediment unto Prayer, X 

4. When Praying, we muſt watch again} 
the pleaſures of this Life; there is a ſtrange 
proneneſs to thoſe pleaſures wherewith. the 
ſenſes are oratified, to bewitch the heart ; 
and if theſe are loved and admired, prayer 
will be.irkſome and unpleaſant ; and we fhall 
eafily be drawn wholly to neglect that 
which'we do not at all like She char conti- 
ned in prayer and ſupplication, _ ge” on 

that 
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chat lived pn picaſere, 1 Tim. 5. 5, 6., Watch 
againlt pteafures, which are but for, a ſeaſon, 
and wheh they are ended, Torments follow 
that will never end, We read of that rich 
man in the Goſpel, that was clothed in Pur. 
fe and fine L.innen, and fared ſumptioully, 
and diliciovſly every day ! we read 1 ſay that 
he fcaſted; but not taat he prayea, till he was 
in the place of torment. Pleaſure. before 
hindred prayer; torment. forced him to 
pray, but alas, it was then too late. Deſpiſc 
ſenſual pleaſures, and when they are pre- 
ſented to entice thee, ſcorn them. In the 
Lord, and Prayer, inftnitely truer and more 
ſolid "delight 1s to be found. 

' 5. When praying, we mult Watch againf 
acceitfu! Riches, Chrilt ſaycs, we cannot ſerve 
God and Mammon, ar. 6. 24.. If the Lovut 
of Moncy be the root of Evil, as the Apoſtle 
affirms, then it muſt needs be an hindrance 
to Duty. Aeſes had low thoughts of the, 
Treaſures of Egypr, nay , lookt upon the 
very reproach of Chriſt as greater Riches, Heb, 
1, if any are deccived by ſuch. treaſure, 
and grow eager aftcr_ it, 'twill certainly - bigs, 


der them from ſcceing him that is inviſible, 


and from diligently ſecking him.. One great: 
reaſon why many pray ſo ſcldom and ſo cold- 
ly, is worldly mindedneſs; they are altoge- 
ther forgrowing rich.in the world, ſo their 
delires are ' ſmall of growing rich towards 


a — —— {© © © > > = 


God, . Luther was a man much and mighty. 
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in prayer, he ſpent three hours a day eanſtant- 
' herein ; But he was alſo emment for" his 
contempt of riches. And therefore, when 
one ſaid, Why dont ye ftop Lxtheys niouth 
againſt the Pope, by foine prefernent.s 'twas 
anſwered, That German-bcaſt, 
he ſhould have faid, that Gers jy a, Ada 
man-Saint,dces not care for Su- , bevk 910 117 
= 

6. When praying, wemulſt watch - carnſt 
the ſons that do moſt eafilybeſet us. Then -of 
our Conftitution, the fin of our Calling," the 
in. which has naturally. the greateſt intereſt 
in our love, is: the Arch-rebel againſt God, 
md our chief Euemy ; and upon the leaſt uri- 
vatchfulneſs, this fin will-prevail, and: upon 
its prevailing, backwardneſs to prayer, -and 
deadneſs in it, will be the conſequent;-'and 
hot only the ſin, that doth ſo eafily beſet ws, 
but every weight muſt be laid aſide; Heb.12.1. 
If we would with freedom converſe with 
God ih prayer, every Iniquity atlowed' of, 
defiles the ſoul, and feparates between: the 
Lord and'us; and unfits for communton. with 
bim ; 'therefore we muft:Watch and ftrive a- 
gain(t all fin without exception. 


'nithe: ſecond place, I, amto inform yot;, 
what 4 prayer wr arc ro Watch over, 

boy prayers we ane t0' watch over aw 

Sourher-. 'Tisa Praverb, but-nand of Se/o- 


»ons,} nor a'wiſe 0ne,':that thong brrigrefree, 
(4103 H 2 'S; God 
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God ſees the thoughts, and the wicked muſt |, 
forſake not his way only,” but his thoughts, if |1y, 
he will return to the Lord, and partake of mer:|hj, 
cy,'Efa.55.7. If the thoughts are not watch-| 
ed over, there maybe fo many thoughts, ſalt, 
many ſins, and guilt hereby , vaſtly increaſed ſ,q, 
Thoughts are very quick and fleet things; nj 


and great 1s the natural Vanity, Impertinen- 
cy, and Confuſedneſs, and fmfulneſs of 
them. + If there be-no eye to them, nay, if 
the eye be not very careful, prayer may. be 
made, and the God pray'd to, not thought 
on 'all the while.  &:ghr prayer, # hard 1a 
boar,” and the labour lies very much : about 
the thoughts, in fixing them upon God, 1 
keeping out vain imaginations, and expelli 
them as foon as notice is taken of their 1 
trufion. | | 
'2.:In'prayer, we are to watch over ont 


reaſoning faculty. There are certain reaſon; 


1ngs/which the Apoſtle calls high things tha 
exalt themſelves againſt the knowledg of Gok, 


" FFBSSEA SP EE =.2S 


which muſt be brought into Captivity ſhi 


2 Cor,,10. 5. We muſt not be peremptory 
in arguing & determining that, this and that, 
and t'other is good for us,but refer our ſelves 
to his Wiſdom and xood pleaſure, who does 
all things for his people bene & fapienter, both 
well and wiſely. And as we mult not lean to 
our own underſtandings, in judging what 


" 


temporal mercies are moſt convenient ; ſ0Þe 


neither are we $0 grow ſo bold and preſump- 


tugu 
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t tuus, as to reaſon againſt any of the attri- 
/[butes or promiſes of God, nor any part of 
*Ihis will which he has revealed. 

*| The Lord has proclaimed himſelf gracious 
"Ito his People, terrible to his Enemies; we 
LEauſt pray on, and believe this, though Ene- 
I mies are high, and his Church never ſo. much 
"Joppreſſed.; though providences do ſeem ne- 
ver ſo much to thwart Gods promiſes, yet 
Ive muſt believe that God. is Faithful in. his 
"Fpromiſes, and pray, and wait for their ac- 
'Jcompliſhment : Finally, we muſt not reaſon 
"Ragainlt any. part of his: will, but though. his 
commands. are never ſo.-ſtriftly: holy , we 
ſt approve of them, and beg grace to keep. 


hem. | eee 
'F-3. In prayer, we, are to: watch OUCY , OUY. 


bearts. - Keep thy heart with all diligence, Prov. 
423. Heed muſt be taken,, that there be no 
arring, between our wills, and the Will. of 
God 3, for his Will is holy, juſt, and good ; 
ours: therefore ſhould always comply with 
bis. - As the, Eccho anſwers, and returns the 
Voyce, ſo ſhould our wills, complying, an- 
lwer Gods Will commanding. This you 
may obſerve in David, a man after Gods 
wn heart, Pſal. 27. $. The: Lord ſays, ſeck. 
Je my face ; Davids heart ecchoes back, Thy 
ce, Lord will I ſeck,: fo Pſal. 119..4,5- 

Lord, Commands to keep bu pre: epts dili- 
Mently ; Davids. eccho1is, Oh that my .wa)s 
ere djrefted, that I might keep thy Statmes | 
£7 G 3 We 
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We 'muſt ſee. to our hearts in prayer, *that | 
they befincere in hating what the Lord ab- | 
hors, and in chufing what he offers in the 
Goſpel,” and alſo promiſes to beſtow. 

4. In prayer, we-are to watch over our ff 
Conſciences, that they perform their Office 
faithfully. Their Office is/to obſerve and 
condemn every miſcarriage, to urge unto a 
more ſpiritual manner of praying, and to be 
reſtleſs and unquict ; if prayer be omitted 
uponrany ſlight pretence, ' or the Male in the 
Flock be nor offered to the Lord, but 4 Corr 
thing. A'tender Conſcience is a blefſing that J 
can never be ſufficiently valued ;/ this wil 
cauſe the beſt to be-given unto God; this} * 
will not be ſatisfied till God approves and 

commends ; and+what a Heaven follows bp Þ| 
on prayer, when the Lord hiniſelf, and hs ' 
4 Officer, Confctence , are both pleaſed, BitF i 
$ if you grow unwatchful over our Colin 
ces, and ſuffer them to fall aſleep and 18 
ſeared ; a thouſand faults, in prayer, 'willttÞ | 
winkt at, nay, we ſhall be but little reproadt 
£d forthe total omiffion of it. ' 

b: Mm prayer, we are to watchovt our 4: 
fettions; the more of affeion in prayer, tt} ? 
more pleafing the duty will be to God, 'and | 
the more pleaſant to him that performs it. 
There is cnouph in the Lord, to draw fort 
the very ſtrength of our affetions;"- Hoy . 
peu is his goodneſs! how able and power 
fulis his Hand to fave! how onfearchabl 
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arc the riches of his grace? Eye has net ſec. 
tar bas not heard, neuher has t.: eutyed mio the 
heart of man, what he has prepared for theſe 
that wait upon bum, Iſa, 64. 4. , We arcinex- 
cuſable, it all this move not oup affections. 
We ſhould watch, and obſervc when our af- 
fetions do but begin to incline. towards for- 
mer Lovers, and then compare thoſe Lovers 
ind the Lord together, that other things may 
be contemned, and our ſouls may even break 
for longing after God, 

6, In prayer, we are to watch; over Ou Out - 
ward ma ; our tongues and ſenges .mult be 
lookt to; our tongues muſt ſpeak reverently, 
confidering God is ax fAcauen, and we on 
Earth, Eccleſ. 5. 2, and we muſt have war- 
rant from Gods own word, for the words 
ve utter before him. Our ſcnces muit be 
guarded, elſe at the car, or eye; eſpecially 
ſomething or other raay enter that may d1- 
ſturb *prayer, and hinder it Tropa being ſo 
fervent and cffeRual. 


You ſce what we mult watch over. 
In the third place, I am -to ſhew what we 
71 watch for in prayer. 
We muſt, watch for fir ſeaſons 10 fray, 
There are ſome times and feaſons in which 
God is neerer than at- others, and mote rea- 


: & to be found of them that ſeek-him ; this 


the Prophet intimates , Eſa. 55. 6. Seck, e 
the. Lord, while he may be found, call ye upon 
<J4Þ. H 4 him, 
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bim, while he is near, Theſe ſeaſons of grace 
and l6ve, are carefully to be obſerved, and 
improved to the uttermoſt. - When the Lord 
came ſo near to Faceb.,as to ſuffer him to take 
hold of him, that was a ſpecial ſeaſon ;, and 
Facob was ſenſible of it, and wreſtles lon», a 
with an holy vigour ; he Keeps his hold,and 
would not let go till he had got the bleſſing, 
Gen, 32, 29, That alſo was a ſpecial oppor- 


tunity, when the! ord ſpake unto Moſes, face 


ro face, as 4 man ſpeaketh ta his friend, Exod, 
23.11. Moſes improves this, and beggs for 
the Lords preſence ' with him, and with'the 
people of '/j74e! ; and having preyailed for 
this; he adds further, Lord, T beſcech thee, ſhew 
me thy glory , v. 18. Hereupon , the Lord 
made his goodneſs to pafs before him; and 
proclaimed ,. The Lord God, merciful and 
gracious, long ſuffering 6 abimadant ing 06A [ 
and in truth, k-eping mercy for thouſards, fr: 
giving Imquity, Tranſgreſſion, and'Sin, |. | 

2. Wemult watch for Admonitions ſrom 
Conſcience unto Prayer, When Conſcience 
fays, Thou haſs not yet prayed in ſecret ; now 
go and pour out thy heart before him that 
fees in ſecret,” Thou haſt not yet pray'd in thy 
Family ; Call all of thy Hotſhold together, 
and joyn- in begging, that the Lord would 
have mercy upon all. Conſcience is by no 


means to be diſ-regarded, but its admonith; 


on ſhould be taken. 


. * «» 
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The Authority. which the Lord allows t0 
Conſcience," is great, and its. office is of a 
large extent; Conſcience i iS a Wuneſ , and 

a Judge, and a Monmitour, As a Witnels, it 
takes notice of the evil which we do, of the 
good "which we refuſe to do,, and likewiſe 
obſerves when we are careful of our duty. 
ASa Judg, it acquits, or condemns, accor- 
ding as we have been cither good andfaithe 
ful, or evil and ſloathful Servants. As a 
Monitour, it tells us bcfore hand of our du- 
ty,and as we would avoid its Accuſations and 
Reproaches, we ſhould not venture upon a- 
ny. ſin which it crys out againi{t, nor ncglec{ 
prayer, or any other duty , which it charges 
vs to perform, as we will anſwer it before 
God. 

13. We muſt watch, for the qotions if the 
ſpirit unto prayer. When the Hely choit 
moves to this duty , and his -mvtions are 
heeded and obeyed, we are to. conclude, 
that the ſame ſpirit which n1oves to prayer, 
will aſſt in prayer. . 'Tis a wonderful prjvi- 
ledge that the . Spirit is ſent--unto - the 


"Churches, and is ſpeaking, and ſtriving for 


their good. Eve: y.one ſhould have an tar to 
hear what the ſpirit ſays , Rev. 3.ult. When 
the Spirit ſpeaks concerning fin, this is ner 
the way, therefore avoid it ; Oh do not this 
abominable thing which God haies; we muſt 
by no means conſent to cvil. When the Spi- 
rit - OROerPing duty, this i is t-:6 Way, walk, 
en 
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in it; Eſa. 30. 31. we muſt'by all means 
yeild anto that which is good. 1f the Lord. 
by his Spirit, fays, Seek, my Face, ' with the 
greateſt forwardneſs we ſhould reply, Thy 
Face Lord, will we ſeck,; and he will not then 
hide his Face from us, nor put his Servants 
away in anger. | 

- The motions of the Spirit unto prayer, are 
twofold, Ordinary, Extraordina:y. "ON 
\ '1. There'are more ordinary motions unty 
prayer. 'Tis the mind, and will of the Spt- 
rit, that our uſual times for prayer of all 
ſorts, ſhould be obſerved ; and though dead 
neſs, and indiſpoſitzon be never-ſo great, and 
our hearts draw back from' the Throne of 
Grace, yet we mult go thither. Expeti- 
ence teaches, that where deadneſs, at the 
beginnings: of prayer has feemed invincible, 
yet of a ſudden it has been removed, and the 
duty has been carried on; and conclided with 
more than ortinary enlargements, 
Iſraelites were commanded to go forward, 
when they came to the red' Sea 7; they might 
have anſwered, what, would you have us 
march into the - water and 'be drowned? 
Well, but forward they go, and the water 
is dried up before them , Exod. 14. So tru- 
ly, many times, when about to pray; there 
is great -lifleſneſs, and many diſcourage* 
ments ; Yet we muſt go forward,and engage 
m our duty, and the Sea is dryed up before 
vs, theſe diſcouragements ate removed, = 


" 2. There 
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2, Theſe are more extraordinary motions of 
the Spirit unto Prayer. Upon ſome remark+ 
ble Providence, either croſs, or kindneſs; 
upon the hearing of ſome more than ordinary 
afteting Truths : upon fome ſpecial manifeſt- 
tions by way of quickning and peace ; the 
Spirit ray move unto more then ordina 
ying of this work of Prayer. And the Iron 
is by all means to be {truck while'tis thus hot 
An extraordinary motion of the Spirit, raiſed 
David out of his bed at mjdnighr, P/zl. 119, 
62, Ar manight Twill ariſe, to grve thanks 
wito thee, becauſe of the righteous judg ments. 
So ACt, 16, 25. at midnight Pan! and S7/as 
prayed,” and ſang praiſes unto God, and the 


- 


priſoners heard them. 
But here you muft have a raution leſt Sat ar: 


get an advantage, When the Spirit of God, 


thus extraordmarily moves to pray,he does 
ſweetly and ſtrongly incline the heart to com- 
ply' with/his motion; | there is a _quickr 
heat goes along with his perſwaſions:** 


_ Satans motions to pray at unwonted' times, 


Corrie with. a perplexing wiolence an#Þurthen- 
ſomeneſs upon the ſpirit ; but there is noUiſpo- 
ling or dalarging of the heart unto fupplica- 
tion, Thus the Egyptians of old required 
the tale of Bricks from the children of 1/ſrac!, 
Sut_ allowed not ftraw to make "them 
with.” * | nh 
4.” We muft Watch for all mamer of En- 
conrugements in Prayer : and troly the Lord 
HE 7 


108 Watch in Prayer. 


4s not backward to give, if we are heedful 
and forward to take encouragement. The 
Lord enc6urages to prayer various wayes. 
I. By making. us ſenſible what a priviledge 
acceſs to the Mercy-ſeat vw, Re cauſes us to 
be ſatished and delighted in, his Preſence 
.and our hearts cry-out, Oh how good is it 
for us to be here !- This #5 none other then the 
Throne of Grace, and this 5 indeed the Gate 
of Heaven. "Tis gaod for me 10 draw nigh to 
God, ſayes holy David, Pal. 73.mlts,. 
2: The Lord encourages to Prayer;by melt- 
i#ng of the heart for ſin; . he thaws the jice by 
the. beams of his love. Senſe of unkindneſs, 
and unſuitable, carriage towerds the Father 
of mercies, cauſes plenty of Godly Sorrow, 
and the heart hereby, is exccedingly ahenated 
+ fromjts iniquity. .. | 
3-,The Lord encourages to Prayer. by en- 
larging the deſires after himſelf, -makeing the 
Soul enamoured of him, and altogether un- 
ſatisfied till it taſt andiſee his goodneſs. . 

_ 4+; By Intimations. of audicuce, The Lord 
faid pnto_Danzel at the cloſe of his Prayer, 
O man greatly beloved, Dan 9. 23, Chriſt 
anſwers the Woman of Canaan, Great ts thy 

Faith, be ut unto thee even as thou wilt, Mat. 
15. 28, . When God, after wc have been ecar- 
neſt fox pardon, for Sancification,, for grace 
to honour and to pleaſe him, cauſes a peace - 
and calninefle in our Spirits, and we have an 
hint, that our petitions are according to bis 
; Wit, 
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will, and will be granted : here is great en- 
couragement in Prayer. Now ſuch encourage- 
ments ſhould be watched for, and laid hold: 
on with the greateſt thankfulncſs. 


5. We mult watch for the returns of Pra- 
yer. The Pſalmiſt had been praying, and he 


X reſolves he would hearken what God the Lord 
; | world ſpeak, that is, by way of anſwer, Pſal. 
» B85. 8. In like manner the. Church, conclud- 
; Ling that the Lord would at latt hear, reſolves 


to wait for him, Adic. 7, 7. Therefore will I 
look 710 the Lerd, I will wait for the God of 
my Salvation, my God. will hear me, If you 
watch not for returns of prayer, you do not 
confider what you do, or with whom you 
tave to do in Prayer : when you pray, you 
take the name of God into yeur mouths ; and 
ſhall that be taken in vain! when you pray 


| you engage inan ordinance of Gad, and 


ſhall that be uſed in vain? What, do ye 
Imagine that Gods hand is: ſhortned, or 
his ear heavy , and his bowels ſtraitned ? 
Not looking 'after your Prayer, diſhonours 
him more then you are aware of, He 
ſpeaks to you ; and does for you in vain, And 
this .is the. ready courſe to provoke him 'to/ 
keep filence , and to ſhut his, hand : You 
are therefore with the prophet, to ſtand wpor 
your watch tower, and to obſerve. what God ' 
hyes to you, Hab. 2. 1. 


Here one grand caſe of conſcience is to be 
22 pro- 
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propoſed and reſolved. How we ſhall know |)* 


whether prayer be anſwered Te, or No? and the |" 
bleflings we have begged, given as a return If 


to our requeſting for them ? 

I anſwer that Blefhings are of two ſorts. 
Thoſe that are pecaliar to Saints, thoſe that 
ave commune to-the'ungoaly. 

1. There are bleſſings that are peculiar ta 
the Saints, Such as the ſenfe of Gods love, 
ſtrength againſt corruption, righteouſneſs and 
true holyneſs , peace of conſcience ; powet 
to run in the wayes of Gods commands, 
without wearineſs, and to walk without 
fainting. If fach bleſſings as. theſe are 
prized, and earneſtly deſired in prayer; 
and /efter prayer are beſtowed, they may. 
be concluded the _ fruur of Supplication, 
In the day when 1 cryed thou anſweredſt me 
ſayes David, and' ftrengthned'ſt. me with 
ſtrength in my Soul, Pal. 138. 3 he prayed 
for grace and ſpiritual ftrength , and had- itz 
andeoncludes his prayer was anſwered, on 
theiChildren of God long and begi/for ſuch! 


bleffings ; 'and- if the Lords hand--be open'f * 


&-gives the bleſſings beg'd, we may alſo con! 
clude'that his car was open to the begping. -i- 

'S. "There are Bleſſings that are commitne. ts 
the "ungodly, as health, food; raiment;' res 


lations, proſperity, removing afflictions 3 and! 


mercies of the like nature... Tis more dif6! 
ficult to know when theſe are given 
ok continued; 'ag'a return 'to- Prayer ;; bot 

| yet 
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,[yct this-may be known in* theſe particulars, 

1. Temporal Bleſſings are the fruit of 

prayer, when they were begged not only of God 

but for God, that they might be' employed in 
his ſervice and to his praiſe. 7oſbug begged 

For victory over the Cananites, but he had 

Jn eye to Gods grear name; which he knew 

| vould be diſhonoured if 1ſrae/ were over- 
thrown, Foſh. 7. 9. When: we deſire ſome 

| eſtate that we do good with it, and honcur the, 
| Lord with our ſubſtance;when we defire health 
add ſtrength that we may be the more uſe- 
full, and ſerve our generation arcording to 
the will of God, and what we delircd is bc- 
towed, ſurely Prayer is heaxd, 

| 2. Temporal bleſſings are the fruit of prayer 
wer they are begg'd with an bumble and holy 
«bmiſſion, and net asked as the principal things. 

{| When we pray for daily Bread, and the: 
meat that periſhes, in ſuch a-meaſure as the, 
Lord ſees meeteſt to deal forth to-vs; but 9ur; 
greateſt hunger - and thirſt, is -after higher. 
tings, even that meat which endures to 6, 
verlaſting Life ; and the waters of | that Foun, 
tain, thatis alwayes flowing, & yet ever full;, 

3. Temporal bleſſings are obtained” by 
Prayer when they prove as cords to draw the 

heart neerer to God, and eff ettually engage ut=j 
to obedience ; David was brought very lows 

| i ſorrowt-of . Death compaſſed- him ; bs cals 

| "pou the Name of the Lord for deliverance;Pigl.: 

116, 3, 4, well, deliverance is grantcd,, and." 

ej what - 
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what effe& had it ? it makes him admire diving 
Mercy, it ſtrengthens his Fauh, it makes him 
cry out truly I am thy ſervant, and reſolve tg 
walk, before God in the Land of the Living, 
Surely this deliverance came by Prayer ; and 
fo himſelf was perſwaded, v: 1, 2. 1 love the 
Lord becauſe he hath beard my Voyte and my 

ſuppltcation, becauſe be hath intlined his ear td 
me, therefore will Icall upon him as long as 
trve. V 
I have ſhewed you what we are to watch 
for in prayer. 
[n the fourth place | am to ſhew what mani 
ner of watching ts required, _ 
1. Our watch muſt be very ftri&, and this 
ſttitneſs will be acknowledg'd reaſonable, -if 
we confider,that praycr is a buſineſs of weight 
Life or Death, Bleſſing or Curſing, will fol 
low according as we ſpeed well or ill in 
prayer. VVhen we come to the Throne of 
Grace, we-entreat for no leſs then the fot-/ 
Siveneſs of millions of offences; © the leaſt 
of which if unpardon'd, is ſufficient to expoſe' 
vs to. eternal condemnation: we entreat fot' 
no leſs then grace and glory, we deprecate' 
no leſs then the anger of the Almighty, and, 
everlaſting torments. Surely we ſhould be 
watchfull and full of care by all 'means, to 
ſpeed in a duty-of ſuch vaſt concerriment.: -* © 
+ -2, Our watch, muſt be continued;'it muſt * 
be before, and in, and after Prayer, -arid all” 
little enough. ny 
JEL. | I, we | 
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Watch in Prayer. 
1, We muſt watch before 


por, that every thing may Dpimidiun ſatti, 
avoided and removed,that gui capit habits 


'| may hinder . the heart from Mora. 


preparing to have to do with 
Gad; 'tis not eaſle to enter rightly upon this 
duty. ; 

2, We muſt Watch prayer. Prayer is 
expreſſed in Scripture by the Metaphor of 
wreſtling. If the Wreſtler watch not, he pre- 
yvails not, but is cafily foyld. If we arenot 


'Þ very vigilant all the while we are praying, 
] 


God, whom we wreſtle with , will with- 

draw, and we hall miſs of the blefling; and 

_ that wreſtles againſt us, will preſently 
us: 90199 | fabct, 

3.- We muſt watch after prayer... We muſt 
trace our: hearts, and mark how they have 
behaved themſelves z we-mult' obſerve and 
bemoan our failings ,.and be thankful. for 
iſſting grace ; we muſt be ' the ſame upon 
our Leggs that we were-upon our Knees, and 
live according'to our prayers. 


{In the fifth place, follow the reaſons why 
Watching s ſo neceſſary i prayer. a 

Þ (% 7 - 26-6 my thu p an is perfornied, 
and has denounced a Curſe on: thofe that do 
the work of the Lord negligently!; He nar- 
rowly obferves where the thoughts are, and 
how much 6f the heart and affection is in eve- 
ry prayer. Hark to the _ Heb, 4. 13. 
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114 . Watch in Prayer. 
Neither is there any Creature that is not mani- 
feſt in his fight , but ail thines ( even the 
thoughts and intents of the heart, whereof he 
had ſpoken in the verſe fore-going) are nakzd 
and opened unto the eyes of him, with whom we 
haveto do. £13. 7 
: _—: 2. Satan Watches ; in 
; $a dS "q, atimeof War there is 
af Res7 "on ng 3 the ſtricter watch:Now 
Bins 16y Js ce04/vwy xz Our life is a warfare, 
Tay ii 56 uv av therefore we'ſhould be 
Ihder. Petus. 1 2. E> eyer vigilant, 1 Pet.5.8, 
piſt. 24 Our Adverſary the De- 
vil goes about ,  endeavouring to do all the 
- miſchief, and to hinder all the good he can 
poſhbly. Satan is very buſie about us in 
prayer, and if our .unwatchfulneſs gives him 
but the leaſt encouragement and advantage, 
he prefently ſpyes and takes it, | 

3. Unleſs we watch, - our hearts will. deat 
treacherouſly; they. will ſtart aſide from God 


like deceitful Bows; "and the Arrow of 


Prayer will be far from hitting the mark ; but 
our Supplications will degenerate into meer 
formality ; whereas, if we are intent 'and 
ſerious, and do, hoc ageye, mind our buſineſs 
while we are at prayer , we ſhall: undoubt- 
edly make ſomething of it. Icome at laſt 
to the Application. 


Uſe xr, is of Reproo . Two ſorts of per- 
ſons deſerve, and highly need, as weltas de- 
ferve a reprehenlion, 1. The 
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« Watch wt Prayer, 'TIg 
I. The careleſs Hypoerite is to be. Reproved, 
The Scripture, which has this preheminence 
aboveall other Laws, that it binds the very 
Heart and Conſcience , does ſpeak very rer- 
ribly againft Hypocriſy, which is the hearts 
di GEES. and going away from Gad, e- 
ven when the external part of devotion is 
yeilded to him, The folly of the praying 
Hypocrite will appear in theſe things. ' 
. 1, His Conſcience is faſt aſleep in prayer,and 
lets him even do what he pleaſes ; but this 
leeping Lyon, will at length awake ;; at far- 
theit, Hell will awaken his Conſcience, and 
then 'twill bitterly reproach him, and never 
ceaſe reproaching. 
. 2, The Hypocrite regards not the God he 
is praying to; he is not awed by the Lords 
Majeſty, nor affected with his Mercy;; aci- 
ther is 4 afraid of provoking him to jealon- 
ſy, but preſumes upon God, .as if he were 
altogether ſuch an one as himſelf, Pſal, 50. 


21, 22. Theſe things haſt thow donegand 1 


kepe ſilence, and thou thoughteſt I was altoge- 
ther ſuch an one as thy ſelf, but I will reprove 
thee, and ſet them in order before thine eyes. 
Now conſider this, ye that forget Goa, leſt I 
tear you in pieces, and there be none to deli- 
ver, 
3- The Hypocrite regards not the things he 
I praying for, nor himfelf thac 


us itn vg prayer.He is not Animus cujuſques 
T0T 


his foul, which eft quiſque, 


Concerne ; 
. I 2 'G 
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is moſt truly himſelf; and though he prays 
for the favour of God, for the Kingdom of 
God, and deliverance from everlaiting fire 
prepared for the Devil and his Angels; yet 
heis ſo cold and heedleſs, as if he were in- 
ditterent whether Heaven or Hell were his c- 
ernal abode. | RY | 

2. "The drowſie and declining Saints are alſo 
. to be reproved. Theſe having been once fo 
thorowly awakened, are more without A- 
pology, if they grow again unwatchful. 

1.- The prayers of unwatchful Saints have 
very bad mixtures, Oh the forgetfulneſs, and 
fcarleſneſs, and wearineſs, and mocking of 
the Lord, that Believers under their decli- 
nings are to be charged with ! How neer do 
they come to the borders of unregeneracy ; 
-how:like are they to the unſound-hearted. 

2. The prayers of unwatchful Saints are 
very unprofitable ; Children they are, but a-' 
las, they improve not their Relation , not 
makeg ſerious application to their Father, 
The Spirit is in them, but they accept not 


of his ſtrength and grace. Prayer is not to- - 


tally laid aſide, but little comes'on't, becauſe 
they do not vigoroufly engage in it. 

3. The prayers of unwatchful-Saints are 

uncomfortable, The Spirit is grieved by their 

_ careleſneſs, and how can it be expected he 

{hould be a comforter to them ? Conſcience 

is diſ-ſatisfied, and is continually grudging, 


becauſe they do nor ſtir up themſelves to / 


Watch in Prayer. I17 


hold on God, when they call upon tum, 4/a. 
64. 7. Much fear, much bondage , mauy ſc- 
cret gripes of ſpirit follow upon careleſs pray- 
ing. 

” The prayers of unwatchful Saints are /» 
offenſrue, that they may juſtly fear ſome ſtroke 
from God, ſome ſmarting Rod to awaken the 
ſperit of prayer in them , Hoſ, 5. 14, 1will be 
wto Ephraim as a Lysn, and as a young Lyon 
to the Houſe of Judah; I, even I will tcar and 
go away; 1 will take away,and none ſhall refcue 
bim.. Now what was the reaſon of this ſeve- 
rity? it follows, v.15, In their affliftion 
' they will ſeek me early, He thruſt the Spur 

mto their ſide, and made. them blced., to 
| make them mend their ſluggiſh pace in duty ; 
he chaſtned them, that he might hear loucer 
crys, and have more ſerious prayers from 
them. 


Le 2, ſhall be of Exhortation. Be per- 
ſwaded to watch in prayer, Thoſe that watch 
not at all, pray not at all in Gods account ; 
thoſe that watch moſt, make moſt of prayer. 
Theſe Arguments I ſhall further: uſe to ſe- 
cond this Exhortation. 

7. The more watchful you arc in prayer, 
the better you will underſtand the Des ils En- 
my ; you will perceive his enyy and his ha- 

tred, and how loath he is that you ſhould re- 
ceive any diſtinguiſhing mercics, CRY 
at the Hand of God; therefore he ore 0 
CL 'I C- 
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beſtir himſelf, that he may reſiſt you ; and ' 
the better you know this Enemy, the better. 
armed will you be. "4 26% 

2 The more watchful you are in prayer, 
you will be more acquainted with your ſelves, and 
with your own hearts ; you will more fully un. 
derſtand your wants, and your ſpiritual ' 
plagues; and the underſtanding of theſe is 
one good itep to the ſupply and cure. 

3. The more watchful you are in prayer. 
the more experimentally will you under ſtand the 
loving kindneſs of the Lord; you hall find 
that he deals bountifully, P/a!. 116. 7. Re-' 
turn unto thy reſt O my Soul, for the Lord has 
dealt bountifully with thee. God is certainly 
willing to give ; they that watch in prayer, 
take notice what they receive ; and' great. 
joy 'tis to behold the prayers, which as Meſ- 
ſengers we diſpatched to Heaven , return! 
loaded with mercy , 7eh. 16. 24. Ak, and 
ye ſhall receive, that your 10y may be full. So 
much for that fourth DocCtrin. 1» Prayer, 
Watching is-a neceſſary Ingreatent. Fe 


D. 5. We muſt perſevere, if we would ſpeed 
24 prayer, or prayer muſt be with all perſeve- 
rance; the words of the Text are not with- 
out Emphaſis ; not only perſeverance, \but al 
perſeverance is required by the Apoltle. There 
ſhould not be the leaſt fainting, but avigo- . 


rous perſiſtance in our ſupplications. Hark | 


how the Apoſtle ſpeaks in other places, Co/. 
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4. 2, Continue 11 prayer , and Rom. 12, 12. 
Rejoycing in hope, patient in Tribulation, con- 
tinung inſtant in prayer. 

In ſpeaking to this Doctrin, I ſhall firſt tell 
you what 'ris to perſevere in prayer. Secondly, 
. What kind of perſeverance is required, Thirdly, 
Give you the Keaſons of this perſeverance : 
Laſtly, Make Application, | 

In the firſt place, what 'tis to perſevere in 
prayer. 

1. This perſeverance in prayer, implyes, 
Reſolvedneſs of Spirit «gainſt all oppoſition ; 
the reſolution is not to be made in our 
own ſtrength, but in the power of Grace, 
and then it will be firm, and hold. He that 
perſeveres in prayer, reliſts Satans endea- 
vours to hinder him in this duty. Though 
this Lyon roar upon him, by fearfully Blaſ- 
phemous thoughts, though this Adverfary 
buffet him by confuſed, amazing and af- 
frighting imaginations; yet all his skill does 
not beat him off from prayer; the more bu- 
ſhe he finds Satan, the more need he per- 
ceives of calling upon God, And as the De- 
vil cannot prevail by his more irkſome temp- 
tation, ſo as to cauſe an omiſſion. of prayer, 
in like manner on+the other fide, the more 
pleaſing temptations are withſtood : When 
he ſpeaks big words concerning ſports and 
pK; and the pleaſures of ſenſe ; when 

etalks at an high rate of worldly advanta- 


ges, that arc to be purſued, that he may di- 
| I 4 vert 
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Vert and draw away the heart from prayer; 
yet he that perſeveres in this duty, believes 
this lying and deceitful ſpirit in nothing. 
Nay, he retorts upon him, and anſwers, 
that therefore he prays that he may find irue 
joy, and greater ſweetneſs in God than the 
Creatures can poſſibly yeild ; that therefore 


he prays, becauſe he has a mind to be rich in-, 


deed, and to have a treaſure in Heaven , 
where neither moth nor ruſt doth corrupt, and 
where T bieves cannot break, thorow, nor ſteal, 
Mat. 6. 20. | 

And as for that oppoſition he meets with 
from within, from the corruption of his 
heart, which is indeed ihe greateſt z he be- 
wails it, ſtruggles with it, and crys out for 


the ſpirit of lite to quicken and help him. He 


is convinced of the neceſſity of prayer, and 


the excellency of what is prayed for; and op- 


poſition is but a wher to him, that he may 
{tir up himſelf to lay hold on God. 

2. This perſeverance in prayer, implies, 
getting through all diſcouragements, The more 
blind Bartimews was diſcouraged by the peo- 
ple, he cryed the louder , Feſur , thou Son of 
David, have mercy upon me , Mar; 1c. 48. 
_ and his cry was heard, aecording to his de- 
fire, he had his fight reſtored. The Woman 
of Canaan, who came to Chriſt, that her 
Daughter might be diſpoſſeſſed of a Devil, 
met with great diſcouragements, but over- 
come them all, Afar. 15. 21, 29. When 


firl _ 
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; Firſt ſhe utter'd her requeſt Chrift anſwered 
| fer 20t a word, this, one would have thought, 
might have ſtruck her dumb, and made Fee 
conclude it vain to have ſpoken any more. 
Oh no, fill ſhe cryed after him ; whereupon 
the Diſciples intercede for her; Chriſt an- 
fwers, he was ſent to the loſt Sheep of the houſe 

Iſrael : here was a ſecond repulſe, but 
neither did this diſcourage ; ſhe comes and 
yorſhips him, and ſayes, Lord help ze ! Chriſt 
replys,zr 5 not meer ro caſt the Childrens bread 
wnto the dogs : This was a third repulſe, and 
worſt of-all: And yet ſhe gives not over, 
but pleads, that though ſhe were indeed no bet - 
ter then a dog, yet crumbs might be given hey. 
And now ſhe ſpeeds : and whatever ſhe had 
4 amind to, was granted. 

He that perſeveres in prayer, will not be 
diſcouraged. Is his guilt great ? he replys, 
that the Lords mercy will be the more mag- 
nified, if he obtains a Pardon. Is he much 
ditemperd ? he replys; the more will the 
Skill of the great Phyſician be ſhewn in heal- 
Ing his Spiritual plagues. Is he very unwor- 
thy? he replys that the Prodigal upon his 
feturning,found hisFathers doors,and his Fa- 
thers arms open , though he came home in 
raggs; having before waſted all his Snbſtance 
among the harlots, and in riotous living, 
Though he is wretched,and miſerable,and poor, 
and blind, and naked; yet he ſays, That 

Chriſt has ey-ſatuc ro makg him ſee, gold tried 
"0 | Tm 
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#n the fire to make him rich, and white raimen 
to cover him, Rev, 3.17.18, "Tis a Mercy 
Seat, "tis a Throne of grace he goes tO; and - 
x pada diſcouragements are not invinci.ſy. 
6 

' 3. This perſeverance in prayer implies con. 
tinual importunity.lmportunity is many time}, 
troubleſom. to Man , but God'is. delighted 
with it. Humility indeed becomes us 1n our 
addreſfles to him, but yet we are allowed to 
be urgent, to be inſtant, to be- preſſing in 
theſe things which is according to the will of 
theLord; and he loves to ſee us ſo; forit 
argues, we value highly what we -begg wit 
importunity. The unjuſt judg was prevailed 
with, by the widdows importunity, And wil 
theLord neglect importunatePrayer,that has 
commanded , and encouraged 1mportunity, 
and that is ſo righteous and ſo gracious ? He 
that perſeveres in prayer follows the Lord 
with his requeſt ; he will not let him alone, 
till he has a pardon, and that pardon Sealed: 
He will not let him alone till his luſt, which 
are the worſt of Spiritual enemies,are kill'd; 
till more grace is granted, of which he can- 
not have too great a meaſure. Take notice 
of Davids importunity, Pſal. 119. 145, 146 
147. 1 cryed with my whole heart, hear me 0 
Lord,:I will keep thy ſtatutes. I cryed unto thee, 
fave me, and I ſhall keep thy teſtihonies ;, I pre- 
vented the dawning of the morning, and cryed, 
T hoped in thy word ; my eyes prevent the night- 
VL G, - - watches | 
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Iyatches, &c.' He cryed, and cryed, and:cryed 
again, before the dawning of the morning, 
ndI'>: - 
Jand inthe night watches, Behold how urgent 
"Jhe was in'prayer. 
4. This perſeverance in Prayer,implics az 
boly i:ſatiableneſs after God ;, and defiring itill 
more, though never ſo much be obtained, 
Indeed there js a great obligation upon us to 
be thankful for the leaſt meaſures of grace ; 
but we are not to. be contented with the 
greateſt, but {till longing for more. Though 
David enjoyed ſo. much of God, and had 
ſuch a ſenſe of his loving kindneſs which was 
better then life,and experienced that commu- 
nion with the Lord, which was more ſatisfy- 
ing then marrow and fatneſs: Yet we find 
him ſtill following hard after God, Pſal, 63.8, 
My, Soul felloweth hard after thee, thy right 
hand uphotdeth me. 'And indeed the more we 
talte and ſee how gracious the Lord is, it can- 
not but increaſe our longing ; and raiſe our 
thirſt toa greater vehemency. The Apoſtle 
| Paul thoyghthe had attained to ſomuch, Yet 
he fays;! forgot theſe things that are behind ; 
and reach forth unto' thoſe things that are be- 
 fore,and preſſe towards the marke, for the prize 
of the high calling of God, Phil, 3. 13,14. 
5: This: perſeverance in Prayer, implies, 4 
continuing to engage mall the kinds of Prayer, 
There ſhould be a conſtant ayd,daily courſe 
of Prayer cven unto the end of life; and. if.at 
* any time, by weakneſs, or otherwiſe, the 
"FP 72M l "NC. | courſe 
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124 Perſevere in Prayer. 
courſe be neceſſarily interrupted; Our heartyh * 
at leaſt then ſhould be working towardaſ,, 
God ; as being ſenſible that He is our all, alll 
our hope is in him, and all our help is from 
him. 'Tis an happy thing, ſo to habituate, |. 
and accuſtom our ſelves to prayer , as to}. 
make it become natural to us, and to eſteem 
it as neceffary as our very breath, 


ol: 
& 
In the Second place, I am to tell you, what - 
kind of perſeverance, is required, = 
1. In this perſeverance, there ſhould be m 
z3nterruptions. Davucl, rather then his courſe J ,, 
of praying before his God and giving thanks, ſk 
ſhould be interrupted, choſe to adventure N\, 
the lofſe of dignity, his Princes favour , and | ,, 
his own life beſides. And that God whom ht }f ,, 
exved continually did deliver him , Dan. 6. | 6, 
Danzel reſolves to open his mouth in Prayer, 
God fends his Angel, and ſtop the mouths 
of the Lyons, that they did not hurt him. And 
as carnal fear ſhould not cauſe the omiſhon 
of prayer, ſo neither any prevailing corrup- 
tion, and deadneſs :* Still the Lord is:to be 
ſought unto, and ſerved. , 
2, In this perſeverance there ſhould be 4 
ontinua' endeavonr to excel, and as better ; 
to pray with more and more Spirituality and 
livelineſs. 'Tis a ſad fight to ſee children as 
weak now, as'they were ſeveral years: ago: 
We conclude there is ſome bad humovr that 
opprefles nature, and cauſes that Welk 
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d is an impediment to: their growth, 'Tis 
Mus, and more Sad, to fee Chriſtians ſtand 
ta ſtay, and perform duties no better now, 
then ſome years ago they uſed to perform 
Mihem. If there is ſtill the ſame deadneſs, 
1Jthe ſame unbelicf, the ſame worldly-minded- 
Ineſs, & diſtractions, which were wont to be;it 
agues, the Spirit is kept under by the fleſh. 

& its prevalency.We are not only to'do more 
then others, but to do more then our: ſelves. 
{The Lord requires us, and truely gives ample 
encouragement to be not only ſtedfaſt, and 
umrioveable, but alſo to abound in the work of 
the Lord, 1 Cor. 15.58. Thepath of the juſt 
ſhould be like the ſhining light, that ſhineth mere 
and more unto the perfett day, Prov, 4.18. Al 
our duties are motions homeward, and' Hea- 
ven isour home : And'the nearer home, the 
ſwifter ſhould our Spiritual motions be. 


| 


In the Third place follow the Reaſons why 
prayer ſhould be with perſeverame, 

1, Diwine commands are very expreſſe, not 
only tb' perform the duty, but ts continue in the 
= þ -In the text, not only praying is injoy- 

» but-praying always, and with-all perſe- 
veraiice*:' and 1 Theſ. 5. 17. Pray without 
ceaſmig”: « Gods word of command* ſhould 
cauſe us perpetually to' ſtand in awe :- we 
muſt not dare to.ceaſe doing that, which he 
would have us Wittiout ceaſing employed 
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2. The Lord perſeveres in attending. and en-ly 
encouraging, therefore we ſhould /perſevereſy 
in praying. His eye is continually upon hishey 
people; eye, and car, and heart, and hand are 
all open, and if we open our mouths wide 
we ſhall be filled, Pſa. 81. 10. © 
. 3s TheLord is as worthy to be ſought wn pr 
fall, as ſought to at all; therefore we ſhould; 
continue in ſeeking him, Though our expe js 
tion from other , things be never ſv high, ll & 
yet upon trial we ſhall diſcover their empti || te 
neſſe and Vanity ; - but the more we knoy | {; 
God, and the greater experience we haved 
Kim, the more we ſhall behold his fulneſſe, 
and how good 'tis to draw near. to him, 
Iſrael went a Whoring after other loven; 
but found her miſtake, and reſolves torctun 
zo her firſt busband, for then 'twas beſf with hu, 
Hof. 2. 7. Gods ſervice is ſuch as no fault 
at all is really to be found therein ; and there- 
fare to leave that Service is very unreaſons 

e. 

4. We are far from attaining gll that 
attainable by Prayer : Clearer diſcoveries 
there may be of God; there may be much 
Iarger communications of Grace ;.there may 
be more of peace and joy; therefore jt.cor- 
cerns us to wait on the Lord ſtill, .and not 
to grow weary.of our attending. ; . 4": 
_ $«: This preſent wortd is full of enemies and 
ſnares AC Therefore we ſhould continually 
have recoutſe to the God of all Grace; that 
"5 Srace 
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Pilrace may be proportioned to our work and 
I our danger. The world is evil; and the 
Whevil one is very active to draw us to evil z 
refand he has a ſtrong and numerous party with- 
defin our own Souls, even all the remainders of 
rruption ; ſurcly unlefſe. we perſevere in 
prayer, and thereby engage him for us who 
WY 5 able to keep us from falling, and to preſent us 
bf faultleſſe before the preſence of his glory with ex- 
1] creding joy, 7ud. 24. weſhall not perſevere 
FE tothe: cd, and be ſaved. The Application 

| follows, 


| --Uſe 1-0f reproof,which belongs, | 
|: 1. To.them that pray in a time of di- 
freſſe and afflition; but after that 5s 
removed. , and their. flaviſh fear allayed, they 
quickly give over. Thus the children.of Iſrael 
when God flew them then they ſought him ; they 
returned and enquired early after God, they 
remembred thatGod was their Rock and the bigh 
God their Redeemer-but as ſoon as the Lord gea- 
ſed ſmiting, they ceaſed crying ; they flattered 
with their T ongues and were unſtedfaſt 1n his 
Covenant,; Pfal. 78. 34, 37. This is theway 
to have affliction guGI return again:; and 
that with more of 'Gall and Wormwood, or 
to have; ſpiritual Ju which ate a 
great deal worſe, ſucceed temporal. -:. 
2. Reproof belongs to them that prayfor 
« lutle while, while the. Conwittion ts freſh and 
ſtrong; and the exhortation to- this w_ - 
1% 0, 80 | 
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ſtill ſounding in their ears; but by degrees 
the Conviction wears off, and-the Exhor- 
tation is forgotten: and then oh how do 
their hearts depart from God, and whata 
rask, and tedious thing is Prayer to them? 
But 'thoſe foregoing convictions will very 
much aggravate their after omiſſions ; theſs 
omiſhons being given way to, eſpecially at 
firſt, with ſuch violence offer'd to their own 
conſciences; and reſiſting of the Holy Ghoſh 
who ſtrives to make them perſevere in Sup- 
plication. 

3. Reproof belongs to Apoſtates, that ſom. 
while made a great Profeſſion, none more fors 
ward to- Pray than they; but now they have 
thrown off this, and other Ordinances of-Chrif, 
being carried away either by a prophane, -or 
by an erroneous ſpirit, 

1. Many are Carried away by a prophant 

ſpirit : and having reſtrained Prayer, even 
reſtraining Grace is taken from them ; they 
run out to all exceſs of Riot; they are abo- 
minably vitious, intemperate,. unclean, un- 
righteous ; they declare to all, that ſever un- 
clean” ſpirits are entered into them; and that 

their laſt end « likely to prove worſe than their 
beginning, They. once indeed did know: the 

Holy Commandment, but are now turned 
from it, and 'tis happen'd to them according 
to the Proverb, The Dog # turned: to his own 

Vomit again, and the Sow that.was waſhed, to 

 &o her wallowing in the Aire, 2 Pet.2; 21, 22. 

| 2, Many 


wh, we wm = a, A, © 


a a RV_cc Dll — JE PY CY — ———_ — 


Perſeverance in Prayer. 129 


2; Many are carried away from Prayer 
by an Erroncor: ſpirit : Thefe not onely break 
e Lords Commands, bat perſwade them- 
ſelves they do well in it, and endeavour to 
draw others to the like Tranſgrefhon: and 


) f hereby their guilt and danger is the greater. 


Every one that ſpeaks againſt Prayer, or any 
other Ordinance of Chriſt; as he ſtrikes at 
Chriſts Authority, who is King of the 
Church ; ſo he is deceived, and made ufe of 
by the Devil. to injure Souls, by drawing 
them away from God and their Duty. But 
it may be Objected, that the Apoſtle him- 
ſelf ſayes, Col. 2. 20. Why are ye ſubjett ro 
Ordinances ? I anſwer, the 21 ver. following 
ſhews what Ordinances the Apoſtle: ſpeaks 
of, namely, the Ceremonial Ordinances : 
Touch not, Taſte nt, Handle not ;, he 1s not 
to be interpreted concerning the Ordinances 
of Chriſts Inſtitution; for in this very E- 
piltle he does command, that the Werd f 
Chriſt ſhould dwell richly in ther, Col. 3: 16. 
and that they ſhould S117 F ſalms with Grace 
in their Hearts tothe Lord ; and that they 
ſhould contiane in Prayer, Col. 4. 2. 

4. Reproof belongs to them that limit 
God, and conclude it they are net heard pre. 
ſently that they ſhall aever bz anſwered ; and fo 
in effet ſzy why ſhould we ſeek the Lord a- 
ny longer? Vile and ſinful creatures ſhould 
not be ſo quick with God: Whatif we 
tarry ſome time before we have the grace 
7 K and 
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and comfort we beg; If it comes at laſt, 
is not the Lord gracious to a wonder. Be- 
ſides, the Lord knows when 'tis fitteſt to an- 
ſwer Prayer; therefore it becomes us pa- 
tiently to wait ; for his rightly timeing of 
his benefits, is not the ſmalleſt part of 
them. , 


Uſe 2. of Direction, how you may per- 
ſevere in Prayer, 

1, Be exceeding jealous and afraid when- 
ever you find deadneſs and formallity ſerzang 
upon you: You know not whether it may 
grow ; The prognoftick ſigns of an appro- 
ching diſtemper eafily perſwade you to take 
preventing Phyſick; Oh when you find 
your hearts out of order; fear, and go to 
your Phyſician to heal your hearts, and re- 
duce them to the right praying frame. 

2. Take heed of quenching the Spirit : let 
your Ears be open to hear what he ſayes to 
the Churches Rev. 2. «lt. Deliver up your 
ſelves wholly unto the Spirits conduct and 
guidance; be lead by him, from what wayes, 
and 7 what wayes he pleaſes, elſe he will 
be grieved and withdraw : and if he does 1o, 
alas your helper will be gon, and your infit- 
mities will hinder your perſeverance in 
Prayer. 

3. Be ſenſible that all your prayers will be loſt, 
if now you ſhculd totally and finally give over, 
that righteouſneſs will be rochonyd as none 


at 
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tall; that is, but like the morning Cloud, 
and as the early dew vaniſhes away; pray on 


" therefore, that all may not be in vain. 


4. Labour to be acquainted with the ſweet- 
ws of prayer, that you may have experience 
of thoſe quickenings, rhoſe enlargements, 
thoſe ſupports, thoſe raviſhing delights, that 
the Saints have found ſometimes in prayer ; 
and then you will like the duty ſo well, that 
you will not eaſily be drawn off from it. 

5. Depend upon Him that gtves power to the 
faint, and increaſes ſtrength in them that have 
w might, Iſa. 40. 29. He faints not, neither 
$he weary, and he alone can keep you from 
being weary in wel-doing, As he only can 
telp you when you cry, fo he alone can help 
you to hold on in crying. 

6. Cheer up your ſelves with this conſide- 
ration, that if you perſ-vere in prayer but a 
little while longer, in Heaven all your pray- 
ers will be fully anſwered. Remember, that 
i prayer laits as long as time laſts, time will 
quickly be ſucceeded by Eternity, and pray- 
er will end in everlaſting praiſes. So much 
for the fifth Docrine, That prayer muſt be 
wth all perſeverance. 


D; 6. The fixt and laſt Dodctrin is this. 


Our ſpirits muſt be ſo publick,, as to ſupplicate 
Wor al Saints, as well as for our ſelves; there- 
| [fore the Apoſtle adds in the Text, and /pp/:- 
 Prionfor all Saints, 


Here 
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Here I ſhall firſt ſhew what Saints the As 
poſtie ſpeaks of ; and ſecondly, why we ſho 
pray for them all, and then give you theſe 
Uſes, its 
Firſt, What Saints the Apoſtle ſpeaks off 
The Saints are of two ſorts, Triumphant infji 
Heaven, Militant on Earth. 
1. Triumphant in Heaven, and theſe dy 
not need our prayers. We need not. pray 
that they may be eaſed of their loads , for 
their burthens are removed, and they are 
entred into perfect reit ; we need not prayffh 
that God would manifeſt himſelf to them} | 
for they ſee him as he is, an not as here inzÞ] t 
glaſs darkly; nor that they may be freed from e 
ſorrow, and defended from Enemies , forſ \ 

their joy is full , all tears are 'wiped away, 
and they are paſt all danger : They are mad 4 
Pillars in the Heavenly Temple , and they ſbal 
| 


ga no more out, Rev, 3.12. In all the Bible, 
we find not one Petition for departed Saint, 
They are with the Lamb, Crown'd above, 
aid are above our ſupplications. 

2. Muitant Saints vn Earth , and of the 
the Text ſpeaks, and to theſe the words are 
to be confined ; and truly all of them claim? 
{hare in our fupplications. . 

1, Weate to pray for Saints of all Nats 
ons : Prayer may reach them, though neve! 
fo far, and the God we pray to, is acquaif- 
ted with every Saint in particular, thro 
out te Univerſe, knows what they all wal 
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2, Weare to pray for Saints of all Perſwa- 
Aſns, as long as they hold the head, and are 
zr to Chrilt, notwithſtanding their diffe- 
thence from us in opinion : Surely, hotwith- 
tanding this difference, they ſhould be upon 
of.our hearts to defire their good, Oh that 
* nſthere were leſs quarrelling and diſputation, 
md more praying and ſupplication one for a- 
doJtother ! and this would be a great means to 
ayJumnite,and to heal breaches. 
lorfj 3. Weare to pray for Saints of all. Condi- 
re tw75, high and low, rich and poor, bond and 
ay free, Male and Female, Every Saint is a 
nf jewel, and a-Jewel is not to be contemned, 
af though it lye upon a Dung-hill. | The mean- 
mJ eſt <aints are precious in the Lords eyes, and 
rg ve ſhould have regard to them. 
vj 4. Weare to pray for Sants that are to be, 


0 


lf & well as thoſe that are already, The Jewiſh 
[F-Church prayed for that of the Gentiles, be- 
| fore it was gathered, for their little Siſter 
| that had 10 Breaſts, Cant. 8. 8. 


The reaſon why our ſupplications ſhould 

be for all Saints, are theſe. 
I. Becauſe of their relation ts God. They 
4 are all his Children, and he has thelove of 
a Father to them; nay, he is a thouſand 
times more full of affection, than earthly Pa- 
rents can be. If God love them, we ſhould, 
and ſhew our love by our wiſhing their good, 
eſpecially conſidering how much the honour 
K 3 of 
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of God is concerned in them, and how much 
his Name is glorified in their preſervation. 

2, Becanſe of their Relation to our Lord Fe- 
ſees, Should not we pray for them , ſince 
Chriſt died for them? He bought them with 
rhe price of his own blood, Act. 20. 28, 1 Cor, 
6. ult. and they are all Eſpouſed to him, nay, 
they are his Members ; thoſe for whom he e&- 
ver lives to make interceſſion, ſurely then we 
alſo ſhould intercede in their behalf. 

3. We ſhould pray for all Saints, becauſe 
of our Relation one to another ; We are all be- 
gotten; by the ſame. Seed, we are all Mem: 
bers one of another, Ko. 12. 5. So we being 
many,' areone Body in Chriſt, and every one, 
Adembers one of another, We are all ani: 
mated by the ſame Spirit, one of whoſe prin- 
cipal. fruits, is Love; and Love ſhould be 
expreſſed in prayer ; finally, we are all Heirs 
to the ſame Inheritance, Oh how importu- 
nate ſhould we be, that we may come all 
ſafcly thither. | | 

- 4. We ſhould pray for all Saints, 5ccanſe 
all are engaged in the ſame War,-and are wrelt- 
ling with the ſame Enemies : We ſhould 
beg therefore that all may be kept from the 
evil of the world, that Satan may be trod un- 
der the feet of all ; that ſin may be ſubdued 
in all ; and that all may at laſt be made more 
than Conquerours. | 
' F. All Saints are carrying on the ſame de- 
ſign; the glory of God, and the advancement 


of 


of 
{ki 
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if of the Kingdom and [Intereſt of Chriſt; we 


ſhould help one another by prayer, that this 
great end may be attained. | 


Uſe 1. Of Conſolation. Saints have more 
prayers going for them than they are aware of 
Thoſe that you never ſaw,nor ſhall ſee in this 
world, are concerned for you,and are deſiring 
that you may have that grace and ſtrength 
which you need, conſidering the difficulty of 
your work, and your many Adverfſaries. 
As every one ſhould pray for all, fo all are pray- 
m7 for every one - and this is matter of great 
encouragement. 


- Uſe 2. of Reproof to thoſe that are of 4 
private ſpirit, who are all for themſelves, but 
Zion they look not after. Theſe have neither 
love to Chriſt, nor to their own Souls upon 
a right ſcore, If they loved the Head, they 
would be fſollicitous for the welfare of the 
Body ; and if they truly deſired the good of 
their own Souls, they would have pitty to 
other Souls that are of equal value. 


— Uſe:3. Of Exhortation. Be more frequent 
and fervent in praying for all the Saints. . This 
will be a great Argument that you arc indeed 
Members of the Body of Chriſt, when all 
your fellow-members are loved, when you 


. feel their ſorrows, and are concerned for 
their wel-fare. 
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1. Pray for the Saints Vnty, that they 
may be kytt rogether in love; their Beanty lies 
much in their Agreement, and their ſtrength 
in their being United, But if a Houſe, or 
Kingdom be drvided, Diviſion has 4 tendenc 
ro Deſtruttion. Chriſt prayed that his* Diſc 
ples might be One, as that which would ſerve 
very much to convince the world that God 
had ſent him, Joh. 17. 23. for the diviſions 
of Saints is not the leaſt cauſe of prevailing 
Infidelity, and of mens queſtioning the very 
truth of Chriſtianity. 

2, Pray for the Saints parity , that the 
Church may be more and more cleanſed, and 
conformed to the holy Doctrin of the Gol- 
pel, and like her holy Head the Lord Je- 
ſus. | . 

3. Pray for the Saints profperity, eſpecially 
for thoſe glorious and peaceable times, aſter 


Antichriſts ruine, the calling home of the. | 


Jews, when the Kingdoms of the world ſhall 


become the Kingdoms of the Lord, and of |} 


his Chriſt, 

4. Pray for the Saints increaſe, and in thus 
doing, you are kind unto the world. Beg 
that the Prince of darkneſs may loſe,and that 
Chriſt may gain more and more Subjects e- 
very day, and that out of the quarry of man- 
kind more may be taken, which may be made 
lively Stones in the Lords Temple. 

5. Pray for the Saints ſupport under all Op- 
preſſions , for their perſeverance to the end j 

an 
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and that the Lord 7eſuu would haſten his ſecond 
appearing, when all his Church ſhall be Tri- | 
umphant, when"Devils, and the Reprobate 
world ſhall be confined to Hell, and all the 
Elect ſhall jayn together in ſhouting forth 
Hallelujahs unto him that fits upon - the 
Throne, and to the Lamb for ever. 


Thus have I finiſhed this Argument. of 
Prayer. What are now your reſolutions ? 
Shall there be prayerleſs Families ſtill ? and 
any. Strangers unto ſecret duty,notwithſtand- 
ing all that has been ſpoken ? May Pardon, 
and Grace, and Life, and Salvation be all 
obtained for asking; and will you not do 
thus much ? will -you neither be earneſt for 
others, nor your own ſelves? Shall none of 


the directions that have been given, be fol- 


lowed ? Shall all the Arguments that have 
been uſed, be unſucceſsful ? 

Oh thou that commanaeſt and heareſt prayer | 
O thou that helpeſt thy people to pray , pour out 
the ſpirit of Grace and Supplication | That thy 
Throne of Grace may be fapyponmngy with Sup- 
pliants, that there may be a great flocking to 
thy Mercy-ſeat, and grace may be imparted 4- 
bundantly ro thy own glory, , through Feſus 
Chriſt the great High Prieſt, that ## paſſed imto- 
the Heavens, and 1 at thy right hand for e- 
ver, Amen, ana Amen, | 


Prayer. 


Prayer, 


| '0 F what an eafie quick acceſs, | 

| My bleſſed Lord, art thou! how ſuddenly 
May our requeſts thine eare invade | 

To ſhew that ſtate diſlikes not eaſmeſs. 

z, I bur lift mine eyes, my ſuit is-maae : 


ou canſt no more not hear, then thou canſt die, 


Of what ſupreme Almighty power 

Ts thy great arm, which ſpans the eaſt and weſt, 
:- And tacks the centre to the ſphere ! 

By it ao all things live their meaſur d hour : 
We cannot ah % thing which ts not there, 

. Blaming the ſhallowneſs of our requeſt. 


Of what unmeaſurable love 
Art thou poſſeſt, who, when thou couldſt not die, 
- ... Wert fain to take our fleſh and curſe, 
And for our ſakes in perſon ſi reprove ; 
That by deſtroying that which ty'd thy purſe, 
Thou mightſt maks way for liberalitie | 


_.. Sincethen, theſe three wait on thy Throne, 
Eaſe, Power, and Love ; Iwvalue Prayer ſo, 

T hat were I to leave all but one, (go: 
Wealth, Famt, Endowments, Vertues, all hould 
T and dear Prayer would together dwell, 

And quickly gain for each Inch loſt, an El. 
oo Herb, pag. 95, 


Di- 


h 
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Diredtions how to attain unto the gift of 
' - prayer, and readine[s of expreſſion in 
that duty. | 


Lthough ſpiritual Gifts are granted -un- 

A to Hypocrites and unſound Profef- 
ſors, as well as to ſincere Believers, 

yet according to the Apoſtle, we are earneſt- 
ly to cover them, 1 Cor, 12, ult, Even theſe 
more commune gifts are imparted by the 
Holy Ghoſt himſelf, and may be very profi- 


' table both to our ſelves and others. Neither 


ſhould it-be the endeavour of Miniſters only 
to excel in gifts, but private Chriſtians are 
alſo tolabour after them, and in a more pri- 
vate way touſe them. The gift of prayerT 
am now to ſpeak of, and this no Chriſtian 
ſhould be without. Prayer is the Saints dat- 
ly exerciſe, thercfore they ſhould all be well 
Skilled'in the performance of this duty, not 


. only as to the internal, but alſo external part 


of it. 

As length of prayer is not to be affe&ed 
(for God has a regard not to the length, but 
the life of it) ; ſo neither are we to affeta 
conſtant variety of expreſſion. If we uſe al- 
ways the ſame form, we are in danger of 
formality ; and if we always endeavour af- 
ter new words, which we never before uſed, 
Cl 5 | ; ; | 48 
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as tis 8 thouſand to one whether we ſhall 
ſpeak ſo properly; fo 'tis to be feared that 
our prayers will be only the fruit of our 
cy and invention, and no more. 'Tis 
good to be in the middle, between both ex- 
trears. 
Many have exalted in this gift of prayer 
i theſe latter days, and I know that many 


are troubled through the want of it. Secret | 


prayer upon this ſcore, partly, is much dif- 
couraged , and prayer in the Family, hin- 
dred;. wherefore, having diſcourſed at large 
concerning the duty of prayer, I thought it 
apiece of ſervice unto Souls, to direct them 
how this gift might be attained. 
. I. Be well Catechized and inſtrutted in the 
prenciples of the Chriſtian Faith, You mult 
know the only true Ged, and underſtand his 
Greatneſs, and Holineſs, and Power, and 
Mercy, and Grace, and Truth, with his o- 
ther Attributes and Perfetions which are 
diſcovered in his word. You- muſt not be 
Strangers to your ſelves, but be acquainted 
with the fall of Man into fin and miſery, and | 
how you, as well as others, are by Nature 
the Children of wrath , and in danger of be- 
ivg loſt and undone for ever, except you Re- 
pent and Believe the Goſpel, = 
.” You muſt know the Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
whom God has ſent , and underſtand the 
myltery of Redemption 6 Salvation by him, 
and it ould be your endeavour {tii] to know 
| | .more 
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more and more of the Lord, and of his will ; 
and the more underſtanding you. are , the 
more agreeable will your ſupplicatipns be 
unto the word of God, and. you will be the. 
better furniſhed with matter for your pray- 


rs. 
2. Take pains that your affeftions may be 


| excited , the 'more warm your hearts are, 


your tongues will be the more like unto thePen of 
a ready Writer. Let your affections be ſtirred 
by the neceſſity and value of the things you 
ask, and the infiniteneſs of thoſe evils which 
you pray againſt, Beſides, the God whom 
you direct your prayers to, is nigh, is ready 
to be found, Nothing is too hard for him, 
ſuch is the Almightineſs 'of his power; his 
tender mercyes are a vaſt multitudez he 
ſtands related and engaged to his people by 
a ſurc and everlaſting Covenant. 
3. Pray for the gift of utterance, for this 
very ability is from the Father of lights ; but 
after 'tis obtained, you muſt beware, . 

1. Of Pride, Herod, aftcr an elegant O- 
ration, giving not glory to God, was ſtruck 
dead by an Angel, and eaten up of Worms; 
and if you are pufft up after enlargedneſs of 
expreſſion of prayer, you know not what 
way the diſpleaſure of God may break forth 
againſt you. | | 

2, Deſpiſe not thoſe that want this utte- 
rance ; Your tongues poſhibly may be better 
hung, but their hearts: may be in a far bet- 
_ ter frame than yours, 3.2 Envy 
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'3. Envy not them that excel you in the gift 
of Prayer. Envy will grieve the ſpirit, and 
dead your ownhearts,& be a torment to you, 
If one member in the natural body do ſome- 
thing that is excellent, and be honoured, all 
the members, ſayes theApoſltle, rejoyce with 


it, 1 Cor. 12. 26. Anu as it is in the Natural 


body, ſo it ſhould be in the Myſtical boy of 
Chriſt. Since we are members of the ſame 
body, we ſhould rejoyce when any of our 
fellow-members do worthily; and count our 
ſelves honoured in their honour, and eſpeci- 
ally be glad to ſee Chriſt lifted up, though 
upon others ſhoulders. 

4. Let not any Carnal deſign be carryed on, 

If you aime at your own ends in your moſt 
enlarged prayers, and are ſecretly covetous 
and ſelfiſh, and impure ; as this ſhews you 
are abominably Hypocritical, ſo 'tis the way 
to have either your gifts blaſted, or to have 
a curſe upon them, ſo that you ſhall only di- 
ſturb the Church of Chriſt, and do harm, not 
good by them. 

4. Frequency in prayer, will bring you to 4 
readineſs therem, As by writing, you learn 
to write ; ſo by praying, you will learn to 
pray. Gifts are increaſed and augmented by 
the exerciſe of them, as grace it ſelf alſo, by 
being ated, grows more ſtrong. | 

F. Be well acquainted with Scripture ex- 
preſſions; that language is beſt to be uſed in 
Gods ears, which .is the language of his own 
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6, Let there be an order and method in 
prayer ; for confuſedneſs, as it will be irk- 
ſome to others, with whom you joyn, ſo 'twil 
have a great tendency to degd and diſcou- 
rage yuur own hearts, 

Here I ſhall ſpeak to all the parts of pray- 
er, and furniſh you with expreſſions in refe- 
rence to every one of them, * Seven parts I 
have mentioned, 

Compecllation of God. 

Acknowledgment of Sin, 

Deprecation of puniſhment. 

Petition for Grace and Mercy. 

Interceſſton for others. 

Imprecation againſt others. 

Thankſgiving and Praife, 

1, Begin prayer with Compellation , or 
naming of God; let his Attributes alſo be men- 

tioned. 
0 Lord, thou art God alone, and there us 
none beſides T hee, 

The God of the ſpirits of all fleſh, there us 
nothing too hard for thee. 

The living Ged, the everlaſting King, who 
doſt what thou wilt in Heaven above, and mn 
the Earth beneath. 

The high and lofty one inbabiteth Eternity, 
whoſe name ts Holy,who dwelleyt in the high and 
holy Place ; and yet with him alſo that is of an 
humble Spirit, to revive the Spirit of the hum- 
ble, and to revive the heart of the Contrite 


ones, F 
The 
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- - The Godin whoſe hand our Breath is, and 
"whoſe are all okr Wayes. | 

Thou madeſt the Earth by thy Power, and 
haſt eftabliſhgd the Werld by thy Wiſdom, 
and ſtretched out the Heavens by thy Diſcres 
rz0N. 

Theu art very great, thou art cloathed with 
Honour and Majeſty, and covereſt thy ſelf with 
light as with a Garment : T hou only haſt im- 
mortality, and dwelleth in the light that no man 
can approach unto, 

To thee belongeth Power, and Glory, and 
Majeſty;for all that is in the Heaven and in the 
Earth, 1s T hine ; thine is the Kingdom O Lord, 
and thou art exalted as Head above all. | 

T hou madeſt the Heavens and all their Hoſts, 
the Earth and all the things that are therein, 
the Seas and all that therein is, and thou pres 

ſerveſt them all, and the hoſt of Heaven Wars 
ſhippeth thee. 

' Thou art wiſe in Heart, and Aighty mn 
Strength, who ever hardncd himſelfe againſt 
thee, and proſpercd ? 

A God glorious in holineſs, of Purer eyes then to 
behold evil with delight,and canſt not look, upon 
iniquity with any approbation. 

Th- Devils tremble before thee, and the” An- 
gels covey their Faces, and cry out, Holy, holy, 
voly, is the Lord of hoſts, Heaven and Earth 
are full of the majeſty of thy Glory. | 
- -T hou art the Lord God merciful and gracious, 
long ſuffering , abundant in loving kindueſs; 


, goodneſs, 


v” WW” Gn... 
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F: gootineſ's Hat truth keeping YES or t bouf, ands, 


orgiuing niq "ity, tranſgreſſion and ſin. 
ſ Thou dels greff ew. - the death of firmer, 


but hadſt rather they ſoould turn from their evil 
waycs and live. 

The God and Father of Feſus C briſt; dnd in 
him the' Father . of Mer cyes ; the God of all 
Grace and C onfort. 

A God ready to forgive, and plenteous 27 
Mycy; unto all that call upon thee ; thou heareſs 
Pravers, unto thee ſhall all fleſh come. 

Ty eye 55 upon thein that fear ther, and pon 
ſuch as hope in thy Mercy z. 4 very preſent help 
in time of trouble, 

Thy Mercy is in the Heavens,and thy Faith: 
fulneſs reacheth unts the tlouds. , 

As a Father pittyeth, bis C bildren, ah chow 
ap eſt them that fear thee: 

hou wilt not always chide; neither wile ha 
keep thine anger for ever. .. 

Thy mercy 1s from everlaſting to everlaſting, 
upon them - 4 fear. thee, and thy ri ghteonſueſs 
unto childrens children, , 

Thou art the hope ,of I rael, @nd the Saviour 
of them in the time of rronbte, 'thoi keepeſ _ 
forever,.;.p\ 
1he heauens ſhall wank pg liks Rath; 
a ore ſhall wax old likg ws arment, but 

on ſhall be for ever an thy righttonſ- 
d pat wu64 60 pete 
\Who $5.4 od like unto thee that Pardoneſ Ini- 


ao paſſeſt by th eTranſgre{ſen of the rem- 
nant 
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vant of thine bertage., thou wilt not always 
chide,nerther wilt thou keep thine anger for ever, 
beranſe thou delighteſt in mercy: Thou wilt 
turn again, thou wilt have compaſſion upon us, 
thou wilt ſubdue our Iniquities, thou wilt caſt all 
our Szns mto the depth cf the Sea. 

A God to whom vengeance belongs, who wilt 
reward them that hate thee, whoſe power, and 
whoſe wrath is againſt all that forſake thee. 

A jealous God, who canſt not be deceived,who 
wilt not be mocked. 

Thou wilt eaſe thee of thine adverſaries, and 
avenge-thee 0n thy enenes. | 

Who can ſtand before thine indignation, who 
can abide in thy fight when once thou art angry? 


Can our hearts endure, or can our hands be. 


ftrong when thou ſhalt deal with us ? let the pot- 
ſherds ſtrive with the pores of the Earth ; wo 
be #d him that contendeth with his Maker. 
T hou ſearcheſt the heart, and trieſt the reins, 
and haſt pleaſure in uprightneſs. 
. There -ss not any-creature that is not manifeſt 
n thy fight, but all things are open and naked 


INTO | | | 
Oh that thou wouldſt bow the heavens and 
come adowndraw mpht ro us while we draw nigh 
ro thee, | : - SEES 

Thon humbleſt thy ſelf to behold things don itt 
Heaven, the heaven of htnvens is not able to 
contain thee, wil yes thou wile diet! with 
A483. - \ d 0h Re) 5\ K\LIG 3% 


wito the eyes of that God with whom we have to 


Thos | 


=—_ an . 
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T hou art nigh unto us in all that we call upon 
thee for. Let us find favour im thine eyes, [uf 
fer us not to ſeek thy face in vain. 
Lord hear my voice, and let thine ear be at- 
tentrue unto the voice of my Supplication. | 
[ have taken upon me, to ſpeakyumo the Lord 
Jehovah, who am but duſt and aſhes : what t5 
man that thou art mindful of him | whoſe dayes 
are as a ſhaddow, whoſe breath is in his noſtrils, 
and wherein ts be to be accounted of ! 
Oh quicken us that we may call upon thy name, 
and have a gracious regard unto us, though we 
are prodigal children, unprofitable Servants of 


polluted lips and hearts uncircumciſed. 


2. Confeſſion of Sin is to follow, by which 
God is honoured, our ſelves humbled and a- 
baſed. Original corruption is thus to be ac- 
knowledged. 

What ts man that he ſhoald be clean;or he that 
is born of a woman that he ſhould be righteoxs : _ 
thoy mighteft abhor the ſight of us, and we 
have infinite reaſon ta loath and abhor oltr 
ſelves; | 
F Thot madeſt man wpright, bat he hath ſought 
out MANY INVENTIONS. 

We were @t firſt planted a noble V me, u right 
ſeed; but now oar fraqs is evil, the root bit-- 
er; Or grapes are grapes of S0dOm, 4nd cluſt- 
ters of Gomorrab, TOE 
- Our firſt Parents were created in thine 1 
| inage, which does conſiſt in Righteouſneſs, and 
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true Holineſs, but they were begouiled by the 
Serpent, and forſock the Lord, and we bein 
n their Loyns, ſinned in them, and fell with 
them in their firft tranſpreſſion. 

Behold I am ſhapen in miquity, and un ſin 
aid my mother concerve me, We are borz the 
- children of VVrath, the fons of Death, the 
herrs of Hell; and are dead im treſpaſſes and 
ſms, 

There is a Law in onr Members that warrs 
againſt the Law in our mindes, and is quite 
contrary unro the L,aw of God. And whenſo- 
ever we would or ſhould do good, evil 15 preſent 
with us. 

. Our carnal mindes are enmity againſt God, 
they are not ſubjefF to the Law of God, neuther 
indeed can they be. 

VVe are wiſe to do evil, but to do good we 
have ng k:1owledge ; the blindneſs that 1s in our 
minds does alienate us.from the Life of God. 

Our Conſcrences are ſleepy and unfaithful : 
where it their tenderneſs and Authoruy ? they 
ſeldom check us ;, and if they do, ſuch is our 
eagerneſ; ro ſin, we do not mind, but diſobey 
them. . 

Our hearts are the worſt part in us, they art 
atceirful above all things, and deſperately wick: 
ea, who cat know them ? F 

As a Fountain ſendeth forth water, ſo our 
hearts without intermiſſion. are caſting forth 
their wickedneſs ; from hence proceed thoſe evils 


that defile. the man. 
— JUT 


Our hearts are diſobedient, and unto every 
good work Reprobate; Mercies do" not melt 
them, judgments do not break them; and Oh 
how little have all the means of Grace mended 
them ? | 
There is ſo much of pride, of atheiſin, infi- 
delity, impurity, earthlyneſs, hatred of the 
Lord and Holineſs, ſfubornneſs, obſtinacy by 
nature 1n our hearts; that we are not able to 
mention, or Concerve the thouſanath part of 
TA 
Oh what cauſe have we to be earneſt for that 
new heart, and that new ſpirit, which ts pro- 
med in thy new, new Covenant | III 
We are all as an unclean thing, and al our 
Righteouſneſs are but filthy Raggs; | the cor- 
ruption of our natures defiles our very beſt» Du- 
ties : Satan is not to be blamed ſo much for 
rempting, as our hearts for yeilding unto 'his 
Temptation, =Y 
The beſt of us, have as ſin ful natures as the 
wor [7 of men. $ 
Afr! (in is to be confeſſed after this man- 
cr. 


VF ho can tell how oft he has offended ? -.who 
can underſtand his errotys ?'O Lord bam. a- 
ſhamed, and bluſh to lift up my face unto thee, 
for my iniquities are uncreaſed over my head,- 
| and my treſpaſs is grown up unto the Heavens, 

. V'Vho.ccan number the Stars. of the Sky, the 
ſands of the Sea, or the 'days of Etermty,. or 


3 reckon 


reckon up his ſms in order before thee. 
1 was an. early ſinner, ' 4 tranſgreſſor from 
the V Vornib, and have not left off ſmning to this 
very day, RE 
' IT have broken thy Laws, though they are ſo 
bely, juſt and good. 
' '1 have counted the yoak, heavy, though thy 
Commandments are ſo far from being grievous, 
that they are more to be deſired than the fineſt 
Gold, and ſweeter than the Hony and the hony 
Comb. 
How far have I been from loving the Loyd with 
all my heart with all ny ſoul, with all-my mind, 
with all my ſtrength? Nay,mſteed of this, I bave 
been ait hater of God ; and ſecretly wiſhed there 
were no God to puniſh ſin , that I might have 
ſinned with greater freedom; I have , oo a lo- 
ver of 0 2 more than a lover f God, | 
He aſtoniſhed Oye Heavens at this, for I 
have commited two great evils; T have forſaken 
" the Fountain of living waters, and have hewn 
out unto my ſelf Ciſterns, broken Ciſterns that 
can bold no water. ' © © Ib 
' 1 have not worſhipped thee in Spirit and in 
Truth; without fear of thy jealouſie, Thave 
mocked thee to thy Face.. ; 
Thave been a meer Idolater, for I have ido- 
lized the world, and the things of the world, 
which are vanity, and have forgorten the alſuf* 
ficient God, -days withour number. | 
. Thave taken thy Name m vain, and pro- 
' phaned thy Sabboths which thox haſt ſo ſtriftly 
*»4 ; *:% "7, R224 .,"F . CONMmn 


£ tat 
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commanded 1 ſhould remember t6 keep holy, 

1 have wofully failed in my Duty to my 
Neighbour, though I ought and was bound to 
love him as my ſelf. 


1 have ſinned againſt the Goſpel it: ſelf, 
though it contain the beſt tidings that ever were 
brought unto the ſans of men. , 

How ſhall I eſcape, who ave negleited ſo 
great Salvation ? 

I have out-done the very Devils themſelves, 

' they never rejefted mercy, for 'twas never of- 
fered to them; they never refuſed a Saviour, 
for no Saviour was ever ſent to viſit and reco- 

_ ver them, 

Lord I have not believed as I ought the re- 
port of the Goſpel, though it be ſo fatthful, and 
worthy of all acceptation. = 

How long have 1 lived without Chriſt, with- 
out Hope,and without God ia the world. 

T hou haſt out-hid all others, and haſt «ffered 
infiutely better things than the world can ; 
thou haſt offered pardon, grace, nay glory, ho- 
nmour, and Immortality, and yer the offer has. 
been deſpiſed, a 

T have been pt to count the Goſpel fooliſh- 
neſs, though it be the wiſdom of God, and a' 
Myſtery which the Angels admire and deſcre 
to look into, | 

I have not hearkyed to the Voyce of the great 
Prophet, I have not reverenced thy Son whe 
has ſpoken to me; and therefore deſerve to 

' be cut off from among thy people. Thy 
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- *Thy Son, is a merciful 'and \ faithful high 
Prieft mthmgs pertaining to God; ''to make re- 
concitation for the ſins of the people, He. has 
called upon me to come to him for reſt; but I 
would not come that I might have life, 
* His Righteouſneſs is a'perfett and everlaſt- 
wg Righteouſneſs, yet Phave gon about toe: 
| ſtabliſh my own righteouſneſs, and' have not 
ſubmitted my: ſelf to*the righteouſneſs of God, 
T have placed a carnal confidence in my own 
ſtrength,” thought be but meer weakneſs ; and 
relied upon my duties, though God might damn 
mit for the beſt ;f them, if be ſhonld be'extream 
rtomurk, whats amiſs in them. Eo 
The Lord Feſus is incomparably the beſt ma- , 
ſter,” but 1 have refuſed to obey'; I have called 
him Lord, Lord, but have not don the things 
that he ſayes, LET. BN 
' 'T have refuſed to rakes his Toak, upon me, 
though his yoak be an eaſte yoak,, and bis bur- 
then ſo light a burthen ; his ſervice T have-not 
liked though'tis perfebt freedom. T have broke his 
bands aſunder,and raſt away his cords from me, 
- 1 deſerve to be daſtfd in peices by his iron Rod, 
who refuſed to ſubmit uato the ſcepter of his word 
* IT havebeen called to repent, and encotraged 
therennto,but have remaimed impemitent; [have 
made my heart likes an adamant ftone, and re- 
fuſed to be aſhamed. -VAD& V0. PA 
© Siz was the caltſe of Chriſts ſuffermgs, it 
makes the whole creation groan ; tis that which 
has murthered millions of Souls : "tis the'canſt 
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of all the horrour and deſpair and ſorrows,and' 
torment, ' which the damned undergo, and yet 
how To a'matter have T eſteemed it * Aht 
fool that I have been to make a mock, of ſm," 
and count it a paſtime to do wickedly. 
My ſms O Lord are highly aggravated. 
Light is come into the world, but 1 have lo-\ 
ved darkneſs more then light, becauſe my deeds. 
are evil, + 00 LI we 
Thy will has been plainly told me, and I have 
known my anty, and yet have done the contrary, 
and deſerves ts be beaten with many ſtripes. *' 
. T have had experience of the riches of thy. 
goodreſs and forbearatice, ' and long" ſufferine,' 
and yer all has not lead mt to repentartte." 
When'-fair means prevailed not , thou haſt 
gried foul; But thongb-then haſt ſmitten 196, 
I bave not gricved.; thou haſt even conſumed ' 
me, bit have refuſed" to recerve correttion' I 
have made my Face harder than'a Rock,” and 
have refuſed to return. NS 62 1 
The Spirit has ſtriven with me,but ttht a flrf- 
necked wrerch 1 have reſiſted the boly *Ghoft, 
and thou mighteſt juſtly reſolve he ſhould ſtrive 
no more with me. 
+ Wejudg O Lord, and congemn our ſelves in 
thy preſence, © BY 
' Thou really and truly hateſt ſinne in us 
4s well. as- others; Tho. ſparedſt not the An- 
els that ſinned againſt thee, Thou *ſpar- 
edſt not the Old World, but didſt bring the 
Pldud upon them, Thou didft turn the Cities 


of _ 
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of Sedom ard Gomorrah to aſbes. Nay, thy 
., Son _ WEs not ſpared, when ſin_was laid 
x9 his charge. Oh what a wonder of mercy is 

$ t, that we are ſpared to this day, 

We deſerve the ſoreſt of temporal Tudgments, 

hou mighteſt appoint over us Terrour, Con- 

ten, and the burning- Ague ; we have de- 

( ſerved ſore ſickneſſes , and of long cominuance, 

and tofall by the Arrow of the deadly Peſti- 
lence. . 

Thou mighteſt make the Heaven as Iron, and 
the Earth as braſs, and curſe the Land, that it 

* ſhall not yeeld her increaſe, and break the ſtaff 
of bread, whereby our lives are ſuſtained. 

Thou mighteſt bring the Sword that ſhould 
avenge the quarrel of thy broken Covenant, and 
carſe. them that hate us, to rule over us. 
| We bave wood ſpiritual Fudgments that the 
golden Candleſtick, ſhould be removed.ont of its 

' place, that the light of the Goſpel ſhould te put 
out in obſcurity, and that the Sun of Righte- 
| oſ4 ould go down at Noon-day, 

boy mighteſt curſe ſuch barren Trees as we 
have been, and ſay, Never fruit grow 0n you 
enore. 

Thou mighteſt give '#us..up to our own hearts 
luſts, and ſay, becauſe I would have purged 
thee, . and thi waſt vot purged, therefore thou 
ſhatt not be purged any mere, until I cauſe my 
fury to reſt upon thee. 


The 


_— _ v5 
The very Pengeance of eternal fire is no more 
' than our due, We have deſerved Hell, and one 
of the hotteſt places there, For Tyre and Si- 
on , Sodom 4nd Gomorrah, had they beard 
what we have heard; had they enjoyed what 
we have enjoyed, would have repented long 4a- 
go #n ſacksloath and aſhes. 


3. Athird part of prayer 85 Deprecati@n of 
puniſhment, It highly concerns us to pray 
againſt the evils that we fear, and have me- 
- rited by our fins. 

Lord enter not into Judgment with thy Ser 
vant, for in thy (ight ſhall no maz living bs 
juſtified. 

If thou Lord ſhouldſt mark, Iniquity , O 
Lord, who ſhould ſtand ? but there ts forgive- 
neſs with thee, and plenteons redemption that 
thou may ft be feared. | 
| Let not thy anger wax hot, let not thy jea- 
louſy ſmoak againſt us, 

We lye at thy foot, and lay down our weas 
pons, and cry out for mercy. 

The returning Prodigal was embraced by his 
Father ; he rejoyced, ſaying, This my Son was 
dead, and is alive again; he was loſt, and is 
found, O let the arms of thy Love, O Lord, 
be open to embrace 1, though we are not wor- 
thy to be called thy Children, 

We pry againſt outward Calamities ; and if 
theſe are brought upon ws, let them he a" | 

| an 
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and then they may be reckoned among our choy- 
ceſt mereies. | 

. But. eſpecially we. deprecate, ſpiritual juds- 
aneuts. Do not puniſh = with (in ; do not ſay, 
bet him that is filthy be filthy ſtill ; let him that 
unjuſt, be unjuſt ſtill ; Ephraim 1s joyned to 
Tadols, let him alone. 

Do mot give 16 up to blindneſs of mind, to 
harneſs of heart, to a reprobate ſence, to 
ftrong,:delufians, to wile affeftions, Do not 
ſwear n'thy wrath that we ſhall never enter into 
thy reſt. 

O Lord leave us not, for woe unto us when 
thou ſhalt. depart from us. 

Do not abhor us O God, for as thy loving 
kindneſs is better than life, ſo thy diſpleaſure 1s 
more bitter than death it ſelf, 

* Oh deliver fromfuture wrath, which is moſt 
of all intollerable) 

. How ſhall we dwell with devouring fire, 
boip ſhai we be able to inhabit everlaſting burn- 
angs f | 

How ſhall we be able to ſtand befors the 
Lord, . when be ſhall be revealed with his mighty 
Angels in flaming fire, taking Vengeayce on 
them chat kyow not God, and diſobey the Goſ- 
pet; who ſhall be puniſhed with everlaſting de- 

Bruttion from the preſence of the Lord, and 

fromthe glory of his power. I 

Oh, Lord grant that we may find mercy of 


thee in that great approaching, when the an 
* e 
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ed ſhall be turned into Hell, and all the Nations 
that forget God. : 

Thou that haſt the keyes of Hell, andof 
Death; Oh, unſting death, and ſuffer me not 
to fall down into that lake which burns with fire 
and brimſtone. | 

Let me never feel the gnawings of that Worm 
that dyes not, nor be tormented 1n that flame 
that never ſhall be quenched. 

Oh be not angry, if I am importunate to have 
thy 2:12cr removed ; an eternity of miſery is 4- 

ftoniſhins. Oh ſave me from everlaſting Dam- 


. nation, 


4. A fourthpart of prayer, is Petition for 
Grace and Mercy. 

Remember, O Lord, thy tender mercies, and 
thy loving kinaneſſes, for they bave been ever 
of old. 

Y kens mercy upon me O God, according to 
thy loving kindneſs, and according to the wnl- 
| titude of thy tender mercies, blot out my tranſ- 
greſſions. Waſh me thorowly from my Iniqui- 
ries, and cleanſe me from my ſins. Take away 
all our Iniquitres , and receive us graciouſly ;, 
heal our back-ſlidings, and love us freely, and 
let thy anger be turned away from #s. Though 
we have made thee to ſerve with our ſins, and 
wearied thee with onr Iniquities, yet according 


ts the Word that thou haſt ſpoken, blot out our 
' Tranſe 
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Tranſgreſſions for thy own ſake, and remember 


onr ſims no more, 

For thy name ſakes, O Lord, pardon my ini- 
quity, for ut 1s great, 

O Lord, behold the Lamb of God that takes 
away the ſins of the world. 

Alt we, like Sheep , have gone aſtray ; we 
have turned every one to his own way, but thok 
haſt laid on him the iniquities of us all. 

He was wounded for our Tranſgreſſions ; he 
was bruiſed for our Iniquities ; the chaſtiſemtnt 
* of our peace was laid upon him, Oh that by his 
ſtripes we may be healed, 

He poured ont his Soul unto the death, and 
made interceſſion for the Tranſgreſſors, Oh 
let tranſgreſſors be received into favour, 

Tuſtify us freely by thy grace, through the 
Redemption of Feſus Chriſt ; whom thou haſt 
ſent forth to be a propitiation through Faith in 
his blood. , 

Our ſin has abounded , let thy grace ninch 
tore abound. 


Beg for Adoption 
| Oh that thou wonldff beconie a God in Cove- 
rant with us, and a Reconciled Father to us; 
and let us be the Sons and Daughters of the 
Lord Almighty. -_ 

Let ns be no more Strangers and Forraigners, 
« but fellow-Citizens with the Saints, and of the 
houſhold of G od, 


Send 
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Send forth the ſpirit of thy Soi"#nto - our - 
bearts, crying, Abba, Father. 4 

Deliver us from fear and bondage , and ſeal” 
us wp unto the day of Redemprion. Say tine us, 
Soxls 1 am your Salvation. = | 

There be many that ſay, who will ſbew ns any 
good ? Lord, lift rhon up the tight of thy Conn- 
tenance upon #s. | 

Make me to hear joy and pladneſs, that the 
bones which thou haſt broken may rejoyee.. Sa- 
tisfy us early with thy mercy. 

Let thy ſpirit bear witneſs with our ſpirits, 
that we are the Children , and not ouly Chil- 
dren, but Heirs, Heirs of God, joynt- Heirs 
with Chriſt unto the Inheritance that 1s mn 
led, and will never fade away , reſerved in 


Heaven for KS, 


Intreat that Repentance unto life may be 
granted. 

Ob take away the heart of ſtone, anil gove an 
heart of firſh. Let thy govdneſs lead us 10 Re» 
penance. ' 

Let ns not only have ſpace, but alſo grace ts 
repent of the evils of * our ways and domys. 
Cauſe ts ro remember them ſo, us to loath-our 
ſelves, and turn to thee, 

Turn thou us unto thee, O Lord, wand ſo ſhall 
me be thrmed ; draw ns, wid we fhll www after 
thee, 


Re- 
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., Renew us in the ſpirit of our minds, and hely 
us to put on that new man, which after God, «t 
created in Righteouſneſs and true t: olineſs, 
' Makes our hearts juſt, after thy own heart, 
and let them be inclined to keep thy-T eſtimonies, 
Put. thy laws into our munds, and write them 
in.gur bearts, and be to us a God, and make ns 
a willing people in the day of thy power, 
Create in me aclean heart O God, and reney 


« righeſpirit within ne! 


Pray for Faith. | | | 
Faith 3s the gift of God; Oh let us ovtain 


e valued then gold that perifhes, K 
. Strengthen my aſſent unts every word that 
thou haſt ſpoken, that I may as firmly believe 
every threatning, every promiſe, every part of 
thy revealed will, as I believe” when the Sun 
ſets, "twill riſe again the next mornin, 
Let me tremble at thy threatnings, and not 
dare to venture upori any thing thou hateſt.. 
Let my heart ſtand in awe, of thy Word, and 
let it be my conſtant inquiry, 
uy" Lord, what wopldſt thou have me to do ? 
en my heart, to give. entertainment to the 

Lord of life and glory, ' 

' Oh'\, that 1 may look, uato Teſus as the Iſra- 
elites ſtung in the Wilderneſs, did unto the bra- 
zen Serpent ; and looking, may be healed and 
ſaved. 


Let ' 


"* 


frecvess Faith from thee, -which 3s much more to 
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Let me hear, and be taught of the Father, 
wid come to Chriſt, and. receive him to. be a 
Prince ana Saviettr to me. 
Oh that Chriſt may be truly precious to. me, 
that I may count all things but loſs, that I may 
win the Lord Feſus. Help me to value the ex- 
ceeding riches of thy grace in thy kindneſs, 
through Chriſt Feſus. 


Be carneſt for Love and other graces of 
the ſpirit. 4 
| Let my faith work, by. love, and love cor- 
ſtrain me to live unto thee, | \ 

Give me an heart to know thee thore, and 
Cirenmciſe my heart to love thee. above all. 

Whom have I in Heaven ,; but thee ? az:d 
there is none.on Earth that 1 deſire beſides 
thee. | 
Let not my heart run a-Whoring from thee, 
thou art infimtely worthy cf my ſtrongeſt 
love. 

That I may love thee, let me know I am belo+ 
ved of thee, | 

Unite my heart to fear thy name: Oh that 1 
may ſet th:e alway:s bifore me, and have an 
awful ſence of thy power, and preſence, and 
holineſs and goodneſs upon my heart. a8 

Never turn away from nic O. Lord to do me 
good, and put thy fear iato my heart that { 
may not depart from thee. 


M | Fire 
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Fire my heart with zeal for thy glory, let 
one ſland up for God, in the midſt of a crooked 
' and perverſe Generation, let me never lvoe e4- 
ther to be a ſhame to the Goſpel, or aſhamed of 
the Goſpel. 

Delizer me from lukewarmneſs in Religion, 
let me takg heed of being neither hot nor 6 1d, 
leaſt I provoke thee, to ſpew me out of thy 
mouth, 

Make and keep me good, even in bad times, 
and becauſe others diſhonour thee without fear; 
let me be the more careful to do that which plea- 
ſes thee, 

Thou didſt preſerve Lot in Sodom, Noah in 
the old world, the Saints that were in Nero's 
houſhold. Oh help me to keep my ſelf unſported 
from the world, and let me chuſe rather to go 
to Heaven with a few, then to go in the broad 
way that leads to deſtruttion, with the greateſt 
multitude, 

Let my heart be ſound in thy ſtatutes, that 
Tbe not aſhamed. 

" Lord makes me Sincere, and keep me Sin- 
cere, and without offence until th®day of Feſus 
Chih fe yy of Teſs 

Ler me be upright before thee, and keep my 
. ſelf from mine Iniquity. 

Oh help me to lay aſide every weight, and 
the Sin that does ſo eaſily beſet me, 

Let this be our rejoycing even the teſti 
of oxr Conſcience ; that in ſumplicity and godly 
5Þ Wb ſincerny 


Sincerity not with, 
Grace of God we have had our Converſations in 
the World. 


In all Eſtates: lat us learn therewith to be 
contented: Lt us conſider that Goalineſs with 
Contentment 15 great Gain. 

Oh that we may know how t6 want, and how 
ro abound; how 10 be ſick, and how to be well z 
how to Live, and how to Die, Let us be able 


to do, and ſuffer all things through Chriſt 


ſtrengthenig of us. 

Let our Converſations be as becomes the Goſ- 
pel; help ns to follow thee 4s dear Children, to 
Live as the Redeemed of the Lord, and to glori= 
fie thee in our Bodies and in our Spirits : For 
we are not our own, but are bought with a price. 


We profeſs Chriſt ; let us depart from Iniqui> , 


1y, and walk even as he walked. Not content- 
mg our ſelves with the Form of Godlineſs with - 
ont the Power of Godlineſs. 

Let ns not profeſs to Know thee,and in Works 
deny thee , but make us Zealdus of good Works, 
conſidering” we are Created unto goed Works, 
which Ged has before 6 'dained, that we ſbould 
walk in them. | 

Help us to do 7uſtly, and ta love Mercy, and 
to walk, Humbly with God. 

Cleanſe us from all Filthineſs both of the Fleſh 
and Spirit, and belp us to perfett Holineſs #1 
thy Fear. 

Hake us Conſciencions in all, dur Relati- 

| © We ns 3 
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ons :' analet it be onr continual Exerciſe, to keep 
a Conſcience void of Offencetowaras God and” . 
towards Man. 

Arme us againſt the Evil day ;, let us never 
faint in Adverſity, nr be diſcouraged from fol. 
[wing Ged by Perſecution. | 


Let Chrift and Truth be Dearer to us than 
our very Liver, and let us count it both Wiſdom 
and our Intereſt, to throw all our outward En- 
joyments Over» board, rather than make Ship- 
wrack of Faith and a good Conſcience. 


Petitions in reference to the Word, 

O let thy Word be a Light unts my Feer, 
and a Lamp unto my Path : When I go, let it 

lead me, when T ſleep, let it keep me, when Þ[ 4- 
Wake, let it talk_with me. 

Give me the ſeeing Eye, the bearing Ear,the 
underſtanding Heart : Make thy Word like 
Fire,and like a Hammer that breaketh the Rock, 
71 Pieces, 
© Oh let thy Word he powerful to kill ſin, and 

to Convert the Soul unto thee. 

Give the Preacher the T ongue of the Learn- 
ed, and let him divide the Word aright;, and: 
let the Pleaſare of the Lord proſper in his 
hand, | | 
| Let Sinners be ſtartled and converted, and 
let Saints be evlified and comforted, \and built wp 
by the Word of thy Grace, | 
Let thy Spirit accompany Propheſying, the 

| g 
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dead Bones may live, \ and they who have Life» 
may have it more and more abundantly. 


Make us Doers of thy Word,and not Hear 
ers only, deceiving our ſelves, 


Petitions 11 feference to the Sacrament, 

We were given up to thee when BaptiJed in 
thy Name. Ob break our Hearts for owr Un- 
fruitfulneſs, ana he'p us n:w rob? ſtedfaſt in 
thy Covenant. 

We hau: been baptized with water., Oh 
that we may be waſhed, and ſanttifel, and 
juſtifiedin the Name of the Lord Feſus, indty 
the Spirit of our God. 

Let th: Ordinance of the Supper be earneſtly 
deſired , let not iby Table be Contenpt:- 
ble. 

Ob thit we may Prize that Bread of Gerd 
that comes down from Heiau:n, and gnees Life 
. unto the World, let us not labonr for the Me-t 
th.t perijheth. 

Wherefore ſhou'd we ſpind our ſoney for 
that which 1s. not Bread, and (4u- Labour for 
that which cannot ſatisfie. 

Let u«: look u'to Chrijt whom we have peire 
cd, en1 mon.” Let us Ft rnally fall out 
wh Sin bbolcing it biſmeared wi.h the Bloud 
of Jeſus, 

Help us t» b-lieve that Chriſt was mate ſin, 
and bear the Curſe that was dut't0 us; and to 
cenclude th.ut the Lord feſus 3s as really 
' M1 3 £Tven 
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given to us, as the ourward Elements. 

e Make us eager to Rece7 ve whole Chriſt, 
and all his Benefits, an4 to give up our ſelves 
whol'y, and immediately to him. 

O thou God of all Grace, Make us perfed, 
eftabliſh, ſtrengthen, ſettle us, and cauſe us to 
cleave unto the Lord with full Purpoſe of 
Heart. 

Let Sabbiths be prized and improved; lets 
rejoyce when they come, ' for then we have Op- 
portunity to enter thy Santtuary, and approach 


thy T able, 


Petitions for Perſeverance. | 

Uphbold me with thy free Spirit, Hold thou 
me up, and I ſhall be /afe, ſo fball Thave Ke- 
ſpett unto thy Precepts continually, 

Tnow art the © Autor, be the Finiſher of 
my Faith : Fulfill all the good pleaſure of 
thy Goodneſs, and the work of Faith and pow- 
Er, 

Thou giveſt "THEIR to the Faint, an41to them 
that have no Miglt, thu nc eaſeth Strength, 
Oh ſtrengthen me with ſtrength m my Soul that 
I may Run and not be weary, that I may Walk, 
and not Faint, ' ' 

Preſerve me by thy mighty Power through 
Faith unto Salvation. 

Let- us not be of them that draw back uito 
Perdit:on,but of them that B allows! unto the $4- 
ving of the Sew, | ; 
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O Lord, who art of Power 10 eſtabliſh us, 
keep us from F alling, and preſent us Faultleſs 
before the Pre/ence of this Glory, with exceed- 
mg Joy. 


Petitions for Temporal Mercies. 

Grve us this day our Da ly Bread : Givere 
neuthe- Poverty nor Riches ; feed me with Fcod 
convenient for me. 

Let not our T able be a Snare,and that which 
ſhould have been for our VVelſare, let ut not be- 
Come 4 I rap unto us. 

O tat thou wouldeſt Bleſs me indeed, ard 
enlarge my Court, an4 that thy Hand may be 
with me, and that thou wouldeſt keep me from 
Evil, that it may not grieve me / 

Make me in all my ways to Acknowleage 
thee, and do thou dire(t my Paths, 

'T'ss in vain to 11ſe up Early, to ſit up Late, 
and eat the Bread of orrows. 

Thy Blejſings O Lord maketh Rich,and thou 
' adideſt no Sorrow with it, 

Be a Sun 10 Eniignten, @ Shield to De- 
feni me, and no good Thing with-ko!d from 
me, 

Make thy Light to ſhine upon my T abernae 
cle, and ſet an Hedge about me, and cauſe the 
V Vork of my Hands 10 proſper ;, and let me have 
an Heart to Honour thee with the Subſtance 
thou baſt given me, and to make a Friendof the 

Mammon of Uarighteouſneſs. 
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Watch over me perpetually, and that none 
may hurt me, O Lord keep me nig't and vay. 
Preſerve my going out and my comming in, 
lead me not into Temptation, but deliver me 
from evil, and eſpecially from ſi which is of 
ll the greateſt. 


Petitions in reference to Death. 

Ch that we were wiſe to conſider our latter 
end. Teach us ſo to number cur dayes that we 
may apply our hearts unto wiſedom. 

All the dayes cf our appointed time let us 
wair till our change comes : let us die dayly to 

m and to the world, and live to God through 
Chriſt Jeſus. | 

Help us to make ſure work fer Eternity, lin- 
s2g the life of the Righteous that we may alſo 
are the death of the Kighteous. | 

Oh that we may paſs the time of our ſojour- 
ning here in fear, and as ſtrangers and pil- 

grims abſtain from fleſhly luſts which war a- 
gainſt onr Souls, 

What is our lif:? "tis even a vapour which 
appeareth for alittle time and then vaniſheth 
away, let us not defer our belerving and repen- 
rance, but while "tis called to day, hear thy 
Voice, and not harden our hearts any lon- 
er. 

Let acath be curs as well as life, and let the 
ſting of death be taken out before we feel 1t. 
Deliver us from the fear of death, and ſuffer 
| HS 
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ts not all our life time to be ſubjefted unto bon 
dage. 


Put us in mind of our great account, for 
ſhortly we muſt be no longer ſtewards, 

Let us att as thoſe that believe, God will 
bring every work, jnto” qudgment, with every 
ſecret thing ; whether it be good, or whether it 
be evil, 

Here we have no continuing City , there- 
fore, let us mind that City that hath foundati- 
ons whoſe builder and maker is God, 

. "Let our Heart and Treaſure be above, let 
our Loyns be girded about, and our Lights 
burning, and our ſelves as thoſe that are watch- 


ng and waiting for our Lords appearing, 


Let the prize of the high calling be in our 


Eye, that. we may preſs towards the mark , 


and more and more abound in the work of the 
Lord. | 

Let us groan to be clothed upon with our houſe 
which is from Heaven; deſiring nothing more 


than to be abſent from the body, and preſent 


with the Lord. And labour exceedingly that 
whether preſent or abſent, we may be accepted 
of him. . 


5. The fifth part of Prayer is Interceſſi- 
on for others. The. Church is to be prayed. 
for. | 
Save thy People, bleſs thine inheritance, rule 
them alſs, and lift them up for ever, Be a wall 
E of 
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of fire round about Mount Sion, that it may 
ftand faſt continually. 

Preſerve that lutle Flock unto whom. thor 
baſt promiſed to give the kingdom. 

Let thy delight be in Jeruſalem, grave her 
on the palms of thy Hands, let her walls be 
continually before thee, let her builders make 
haſt and cauſe her deſtroyers to depart from 
h 


er. 

Why doth thine anger ſmoks againſt the ſhee 
of = Paſture ? look down Go pb. « 
habitation of thy Holineſs and of thy Glory, 
Where 15 thy zeal and thy ſtrength, and the ear- 
ning of thy bowels, and of thy mercies? are they 


reftrained ? 


Awakg, awake, put 6n ſtrength,O Arm of the 


Lord; Awake as im the ancient dayes in the ge- 
nerations of old, Art not thou be that haſt 
broken Rahab, and wounded the Dragon? Shew 
thy marvellous loving-kindneſs, O thou that ſa- 
veſt by thy right hand, thoſe that put their truſt 
in thee, from them that riſe up againſt 
them, 

Unite thy people together, let them not bite 
and devour one another, but endeavour by all 
lowlineſs and meckneſs, long ſuffering, and for- 
bearing one a10ther, in love to keep the unity 
of the Spirit in the bond of Peace. 
| Let Truth ſpine forth, and miſtakes be diſco- 
vered; Oh let the light of the moon be as the 


lsght of the Sun, and the light of the ſun jen 
My ; 0 


fo 
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old as the light of ſeven dayes; and at la 
uy up the Et of thy ſu and heal Z 

% | ftroke of their wound, 
Bring home Fews and Gentiles that belong 
" | ro the elettion of thy Grace. 
| Make thy way known upon earth, end thy 
| ſaving health among al! Nations, 
. Raiſe up the Tabernacle of David which is 
fallen, and cloſe up the breaches thereof ; and 
be :racions to the remnant of Joſeph, and lex 
the kengdoms of the world, become the King- 
doms of the Lord and of his Chriſt. 

Bring in thoſe ſheep that. are not yet of thy 
fold, and cauſe them to hear the waice of the 
great Shephard. 

As the mountains are round avout Jeruſalem, 
ſo be thou round about thy peoplt from hence- 
forth and for ever, And let not the gates of 
Hell ever be able to prevail againſt them. 


Petitions for the Nation in which we live. 

Let Truth an Peace, be in England, Scot+ 
land, and Ireland. Let the Goſpel be continued, 
and be made eff :ttual to the turning of many 
unto righteouſneſs. Let Souls fly as a Clend ro 
the Lord Jeſus; and as Doves to the Windewes, 

Let judgments be all Jantliied let not 
Sword , and Plague, and tire, be allin vain , 
but oh let our uncerclmciſed bearts be humbled, 
and help us to accept of the puniſhment of our 
eniquities,, and to turn unto him that has beer: 


fo ming 
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ſmuting us; that thou mayeſt ſend abundant 
plenty and proſperity. "0 
Let the King, and our Rulers be bleſſed, and 


"Favour Religion, and thy People, and under 


them let us live quiet and peaceable lifes in all 
godlineſs and honeſty. 


Petitions for relations , and thoſe that are 
afflicted. 

Oh that our brethren, and kindred, accor- 
ding to the fleſh, may have an mtereſt in that 
love which thou-beareſt to thy people. 

\ **Ts terrible 'to think of Children or yoak; 
Fellowes, vor brethren their miſcarrying to Eter- 
nity. Oh therefore give grace where there is 
none, und work. more and more, where thou 
haft already in ſome degree wrought it. 

Senthfy outward affiittion to all that are exer- 
ciſed thereby:let them know thou chaſtizeſt them 
becauſe thou loveſt them , aud let it be their 

ncipal deſire, to be made partaker of th 

Ftolinefs ” them caſt all I fam 
thee ; and do thou ſuſtain them. 

Let the Fatherleſs find mercy with thee, and 
make the widows heart to ſing for joy, becauſe 
theer Maker is theirr Husband, the Lord of 
Hoſts is his Name, 


Binde up. the broken in heart, and heal the 
Wounds which ſin bas made. 
Do nat contend for ever, neither -be alwayes 


wrath, leſt the Spirit fail before thee. SHC= 
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Succour them that are tempted, and ſho ten 


; the chain of the evil One, 


Shine into the ſouls of them that refuſe to be 


< comforted, that ſit in darkneſs a1d ſee no light, 
I and are ready to ſay, will the Lord caſt off for 


ever ; and will he be favourable no more ? 
Many are the affiittions of thy people O Lord, 
deliver them out of them all, Suffer none to be 


tempted above what they are able, | 


Petitions for them to uſe that are wounded 
in their Spirits. 4 

How long wilt thou forgdt me O Lord ; for- 
ever ? Oh do not ſtill hide away thy Face from 
me. Turn thee unto me and have mercy | 
me, for I am deſolate and aſjlitted ;, the —_ 
of my heart are enlarged ;, O bring thou me" out 

of my diftreſſes. x 
Oh that my griefes were throughly. weighed, 
and my calamties lay'd in the ballances toge- 
ther | for now they would be heavier iben the 
ſand, therefore my woras are ſwallowed up, for 
the arrowes of the almighty are within me, the 
poyſon whereof drinketh up my Spirits, the 
terrours of God do ſet themſelucs in array a- 
gainſt me. Oh do not caſt me quite away from 
thy preſence, but heal thoſe weruds which thou 
haſt made ;, and cauſe a calm where now the 

ftormis ſo exceeding dreadful, 

I have ſinned, what ſhall ] do unto thee; O 
thou preſer'er of men? Oh do not ſet meas a 
x mark, 
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mark againſt thee, do not makg me 4 burthen to 


my ſeſf.. 

Ont of the depths, have I cryed unto thee; 
O Lord, all my deſire is before thee, and my 

0aning 15 net hid from thee. 

Let not thy wrath ſtill lie hard upon me, dy 
not affiict me with all thy waves. 

Oh draw a weary and heavy laden Soul, to 
the Lord Jeſus, who alone can give reſb unto 
ne, 

* - Lord encourage my hope, and help ane to be- 
lieve. Chriſt was wounded that I might be 
healed, he was bound that I might be ſet at li- 
berty, he was forſaken and deſerted that thou 
mighteſt return to me : He was exceeding ſor- 
rowful even unto death, that I might partake of 
the joy of thy Salvation. 

1 fly not unto carnal means. to divert, and 
remove my ſorrows; the pleaſures of the world, 
and the advantages of it, T perceive are empty 
and low things. 

I mourn after God, I long for God, as the 
chaſed hart after the water brooks. 

Oh ſatiate a weary Soul, and repleniſh a Sor- 

rowful Soul, that will certainly ſink wnleſſe thok 


ſupport, and dye away, unleſſe thou ſpeak, com» 


fort. | 


6. The Sixt part of Prayer is Imptecation 
againſt others. | 
Let the works of the Devil be deſtroyed, and 
the 


Jy 
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the Kingdom of the prince of darkneſs be thrown 

down. | 
- Why ſhould Satan lead captive at his plea- 
ſure, the greater part of mankind, and com- 
mand ſo great a multitude of thoſe Souls, that 
are capable of honouring and ſerving thee ? 

Haſt thou not ſpoyled principalities, and 
powers, and made a ſhow of them, openly tri- 
umphing over them ? Oh let not conquered ene- 
mies inſult and prevail ; but let the Prince of 
this world br judged and caſt out, aud let Souls 
by thouſands and by millions be made free in- 
aced. 

Let Satans inſtruments have a rebukg given 
them, and let no weapon proſper that 3s formed 
againſt Zion. 

We deſire not the woful day for thy enemies, 
but we intreat that their bands may not be able 
to perform their enterprize againſt thy people, 
and all their counſels may be carried head- 
long. 

O Lord God to whom vengeance belongeth, 
O God to whom vengea ce belongeth, ſhew thy 
ſelf, life up thy ſelf, thou Fudg of the earth 
render a reward to the proud, Lord how lon 
ſhall the wickgd, how long ſhall the wicked tri- 
umph? How long ſhall they utter and ſpeak hard 
things, and. all the workers of Iniquity boaſt 
themſelves ? They break zn peices thy People, O 

Lord , and afflitt thine heritage. The plowers 
plow upon thy peoples backs, and make long theiy 
farrows. 
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furrows. O Thou that art the righteous Lort, 
break aſundey the cords of the ungodly. 

Let great Babylon come into remembrance, 


and give that Scarlet-colour'd whore, who has 
been drunk, with the bluod of Saints, blood to 


arink, for ſhe is worthy. Her ſins have reached || 'g 


unto Heaven, Oh remember her intquities. She 
ſayes un her heart, I ſit as a Queen, and am no 
widow, and ſhall ſee no ſorrow ;, therefore let 
ber plagues come in oneiday ; Death,and mourn- 
ing, and famine; and let her be w'terly burnt 
wT fire ; for thou art ſtrong O Lord that judg- 
eſt her. 

of not Popery prevail but all abhoy that Re- 
ligion which pleads for Idolatry, and that 1s 
ſo exceeding blooay. | 

Oh when ſhal! that prophecy be fulfilled ; Ba- 

bylon the great is fallen, 1s fallen, and is be: 
come the habitation of devils, and the hold of 
every foul Spirit, and a cage. of every unclean 
and hateful bird ? When ral the heavens re- 
Joyce over. ber,” and the holy Apoſtles and Pro- 
es becanſe God hath avenged them upon 
her ! 

- Let enemes to thy people become friends, both 
to thy people and their own ſelves; but if they 
are implacable, make..them to know they are 
but men ; and wherein they deal proudly, ſhew 
thy ſelf above them, 
. Ariſe O Lord, and plead thine own cauſe ; 
41d let all thy foes be maaet thy footſtool. 


7. The 
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| Lord ther - tely eatls owns all 

gs nfo bow gitak. #3 thy 
nohich | ol* bY" Laid ok —_ 

ry "8 "thee, Whith" than Waft "wydh 

them rhar truft mT Thte" before Yhe AE , 

witn 1* * 4 eTH\ U \ 

""FE1aw pretions* ave thy Thong he "Jntd" me 
UGH, \ ow great”: : kn "'o 7: how, 2 F 
ſhould count the; hag he 'y ave more" in” "Paber 
thay” the Sand. Wn 33\ \ 
Weds thou that B42 wafM7 us anM ot we 07 

3}: or Bodjes WH *curioh (iy wed 
thﬀre:” 4 wt all tur Pts ay: ri ; 
thy Bao and. thor ba been Thy oY 
ACER tt hay hk 7 
"*Thoy baft tiven ie a Pongie u OMe”, ard 
Fra it j/q hh rib: £13 py ſe," Thor 
zen me 4 Scul ot of love" Hd $25 
Fefore it ſhall love thee Id rejpyre IF 1h. 

of the Lort O* my Soul; and all that 4 
within ne bleſs his Poly: Narte  * eff the . 
Lord O my ſoul, 4nd forget 720r all his bene- 
fs, 

1 his fit Cf oleh thie F 20ht thi Wvib, 
and have hung. 64 thee, ever ſme L hang Kp- 
_ tbe Br: "8ſ*s. 

Waltld many inlinews' ad TT 2d ded 
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ſerved evils have I been preſerved from? 
How : many undeſerved _ Mercyes have been 
ſhowred down upon mt ? Thou haſt been my 
Shepheard O Lord, ſo that I have wanted ne- || ; 
thillg gull my days. 

Meny. are blind that 1 meet withal, bat 
I ſee ;,, many are deaf, but I hear ; many are 
dumb, but my Tongue can ſpeak ; many have 
Loſt their Limbs, but all my Bones have rea- 
fon to ſay, who Lord is like unto thee ? 
Limbs are ſound, and Sences perfett; and | 
I have the uſe of Reaſon when many are di- 
ſtrated, ad raving wm Bedlam. | 

I ſee not the hurifal Sword , neuther 
do I hear 'the alarm of War; whes others 
are terrified, and behold Garments roulled 
in Blood, and their Souls are wearied, becauſe 
of Murtherers, 

Thox fendeſt fruitful ſeaſons, and filleft 
our hearts with Food and gladneſs: ' Thou 
Crowneſt the Tear with thy goodneſs, and 
they Paths drop fatneſs. 

We are leſs than the leaſt of Mercies, 
therefore thy goodneſs O Lord us the great- 
ter, and more greatly to be admired. | 


Thankſgiving for ſpiritual Mezcyes. 


Oh the height, and length, and 
depth, and breadth, of the love of God, m 
ſending 
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ſending Chriſt into the World to be @ Savi- 
0 h 


Gloyy be to God in the higheſt, on Earth 
Peace, . good will towards Men. 

O Wonderful , that the Word ſhould be 
made. Fleſh, that He who was in the form 
of God, and thought it no Robbery to be 
equal .with God, ſhould take upon bin the 
form of * a Servant, and become obedzent to 
Death, that we might not die and periſh for 
We bleſſe thee that our Ears do hear 
the joyful ſound of the Goſpel; and that 
the day - ſpring from on high hath wiſited 

de onr Feet into the "way of 


wn 8% 


WW, to £4 
P FACE, 

Thy . Sabhaths, and thy Ordinances, and 
the means of Grace, are priviledges which we 
car never ſufficiently value. WEN 
'  Thok Calleſt upon us to turn and hiv, 
and ſome can ſay thou haſt made the Call 
effeftiual, We were ſometimes darkpefſe, but 
now are we light in the Lord; we were ſtran- 
| gers, 'but now Children, we were: dead in 


rreſpaſſes and ſins, but Ged who 4s rich in 
mercy, for the great love wherewith he loved 
KS, hath quickned us together with Chrift. 
* Thox haſt caſt all, our furs behind thy back, 
aud -we. 'may. rtjoyce.: indeed , - becauſe our 
names are written in the back, of Life, _ 
Thou haſt made a new Covenant with, us, 
\ x N 2 07- 


ordextd” in all | chingsy wid fav, and af hu 


we can deſire, or need, is here Promifid, 


The” bleſſings \vf both "Worlds thos haſt 'en- 


gaged to beſtow and this covenant. is more 

firm then the Ordinances of the. Henvins : 
The mountains ſhall- depart, and" the Hills 

be removed; the Heaven and thi'Earth ſhall 


paſſe away, "but rhy kindneſs ſhall wot depard 
from al the Covenaur- of thy Paace bo 


removed, but abide for evermore. "os 


Thankſgiving for Eterhal Merties). 


Ti by Salvation is near 'O Lord; oP) he 
that ſhall come, will come; and wil not tar - 
ry." Time is wearin 1g away 4qpace, aAP the 
Everlaſting Kingdom it at band. 

— 'Tis but a little while, and we Grall b# in 
thy preſence where there 1s fulneſs of joy and 
PR wives for tvermoye. 

*. Then'okr hope will be wallowed up Eine 
tion, anudonr Faith in ſeeing of thee Fact to 
Face: - ' Wt ſhall: be made perfeity 'holy- and 
corepleatly happy; we "ſhalt ſin no- mote, we 
ſhalt forrow no move, bur be at reſt Ereryral- 
ty. 


We ſhall be C rowned with Life and Righ- 


reouſmeſs; 'and Reign with God" in hiy "Ever. 
laſting Kingdom. 

\ Bleſſtd be the Loydl who hath oped ut E- 
verlafting 


_ a ib i Ma — 
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verlaſting conſolation, and good hope throngh 


+ | Grace of ſuch an Inheritance ;, where we ſhall 


to Eternity be admiring free Grace, and 
mM g Hegven Ring with Everlaſting Hal- 
lelujabs. 

While I live, I will praiſe the Lord, and 
after Death I will begin to praiſe him in 
| 4 better manner; and never, never, give 0- 
ver praiſing. 

Now unto Him that is able to do ex- 
ceeding abundantly above all that we et- 
# ther ask or think,, according to the Powen 

that worketh in us, Unto Him be Gl 
is the Church by Chriſt Jeſus bs. 
out all Ages, and World without End, A- 


men. 


FINIS. 


